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Goat field 
days  
planned 
statewide 
Jeanne Meier 

Goat farmers, milk processors, 4-H leaders, extension agents and others interested in goats 
should plan to attend five goat farm field days scheduled across the state in the coming 
months. The specific focus of each field day will vary but most will cover aspects of goat 
herd health and nutrition.  Field days are a great opportunity to ask questions, share 
information and learn how different farms operate.  Each field day will include 
presentations by the farm owner and a veterinarian.  The first farm field day was held from 
noon to 3, Saturday, May 12 at the farm of Gary and Molly Phillips in Juda, Wis.  The day 
focused on kid-raising and general goat herd nutrition with a special presentation by 
veterinarian Chris Duemler, DVM. 

 Other on-farm field days scheduled include: 

• June 15, Gerstner Farm, Crawford County 

• July 17, Serenity Springs Farm, Iowa County 

• Aug. 23, LaClare Farm, Calumet County 

• Oct.10, Zimmermann Farm, Dodge County  
 

All of the field days are free to the public but 
advance registration is required.  Please register at 
least one week in advance.  For more information 
and to register, please contact Jeanne Meier or 
Anne Pfeiffer at 608-224-5121 or 
Jeanne.Meier@datcp.state.wi.us 

 

 June is Dairy Month! 
For a list of Dairy Breakfast dates and sites go to: 
 June Dairy Month Calendar of Events - Complete Listing 
 

If you are receiving this newsletter in error, or would like to be removed from  the list,  
email Laurie.Schammel@wi.gov 

 

Visit the Rural Electric Power Services Program - Stray Voltage 
 



 

Wisconsin 
State Fair 
 

The Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade 
and Consumer Protection is set to reach tens of 
thousands of fair-goers at this year’s Wisconsin 
State Fair.  During the eleven-day fair, DATCP will 
be exhibiting in the popular Ag Oasis.  With five 
focal areas, DATCP officials hope to educate 
the public about their programs and initiatives.   

This year’s exhibits will feature new details about 
buying local, working lands, consumer 
protection, bio-fuels and food safety.  In 
addition, Alice in Dairyland will be making public 
appearances to greet and visit with attendees.  
Alice’s flex fuel vehicle, an E-85 Tahoe, will be on 
display for everyone to check-out.  There will be 
fun opportunities for youth to learn and 
compete in the ever popular ‘Veggie Race,’ 

that is organized by the WI FFA.  This static display will also be accented with extensive 
landscaping, provided by Wisconsin Green Industry Federation. 

This year’s display is contemporized with new graphics and themes to provide a beautiful 
learning atmosphere at Wisconsin’s largest fair! 

Communi-
cating for 
Success 
Jo Ann Prust 

In today’s hectic world people often look for an easier way to handle stress and conflict.  
Most of us look for ways to make our lives fuller, more successful financially and more 
satisfying emotionally.  There are many “self help” books on the market to help us with this 
including the best seller The Secret by Rhonda Byrne.  The book promises success and 
fulfillment if we change our thinking, that we will attract what we think about.  That the 
reason many of us are not as successful as we would like to be is because our negative 
thoughts attract negative experiences. 

While there is some truth to the theory outlined in the book because a positive attitude 
does indeed help us to achieve goals, any farmer can tell you that that is only one aspect 
of success. 

Farmers are generally called the “eternal optimists”.  This is probably true or farmers would 
leave farming in droves after the first dry year, the first time the milk price falls, etc.  You 
get the picture.  As most farmers would agree, despite our best efforts we have to deal 
with difficult issues outside of our control.  It is how we deal with these situations that 
becomes important. 

Conflict is one result of what happens when things don’t go as planned.  The skills needed 
to deal with conflict are not achieved by positive thought but by patience and practice. 

This article and ones to follow will present ideas for improving your communication 
techniques and your conflict resolution skills. 

One of the first and easiest techniques to learn is the “I” message.  People generally 
respond more positively when the person speaking to them phrases their concerns in “I” 
messages.  Using “I” statements encourages the recipient to explain more about 
whatever is concerning them.  “I” statements don’t blame the other person but show that 
what you are expressing is coming from your perspective, that you need additional 
information or need to get across to the person how you feel about a situation. 

For example:  Saying to an employee, “It makes me angry when you’re late” may feel 
differently than saying “When you’re late I worry that we won’t get things done on time.” 

“I” statements follow the format:  “I _______ (feeling word) when _______________ (tell what 
causes the feeling).” 

Stay tuned for the next tip in next season’s newsletter. 
 

Visit the Wisconsin Farm Center at www.datcp.state.wi.us 



 

Aquaculture-
An 
Opportunity  
to Grow 
Mike Bandli 

Consider a few numbers: 

• In 2002, the value of Wisconsin agricultural products was $5.6 billion. (USDA-NASS 2002 
Census on Agriculture) 

• In 2005, U.S. aquaculture products sold was $1.1 billion; Wisconsin aquaculture 
products sold was $7.03 million.  (USDA-NASS 2005 Census on Aquaculture) 

• In 2004, China produced 41.3 million metric tons of aquaculture products compared 
to 605,549 metric tons from the U.S. (United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO) statistics) 

• The value of U.S. aquaculture imports in 2005 was $5.4 billion. (USDA-ERS – Aquaculture 
Outlook March 9, 2006) 

Clearly, aquaculture in the U.S. and Wisconsin is very small. After all, China produces 70 
times more aquaculture products than the United States.  And for years, we have heard 
about the amazing growth potential Wisconsin aquaculture holds. Unfortunately, 
potential means nothing if it isn’t realized.  The real issue in Wisconsin is how to make 
aquaculture grow. 

Aquaculture faces a challenging regulatory climate and the pitfalls and uncertainty that 
also face other agricultural sectors.  There is a steep learning curve for animal husbandry 
practices, but fortunately, Wisconsin has a breadth of resources to aid the industry. A 
growing partnership between the Wisconsin Aquaculture Association, the Northern 
Aquaculture Demonstration Facility (NADF), the UW-System, UW Extension and DATCP is 
providing outreach and training for fish farmers. 

Another reason for optimism, there are certainly market opportunities for producers.  The 
U.S. imports nearly 5 times the aquaculture products it produces, Asia will soon become a 
net importer of fish, and there is a tradition of eating fish within Wisconsin.  But even more 
importantly are the market forces that drive not only aquaculture, but other sectors of 
Wisconsin agriculture. 

We have recently seen how tainted pet food has created concern about animal feeds.  
Consider also how these concerns will manifest themselves into food destined for our 
plates.  I believe the concern over food safety and food security will help drive issues like 
local food development, organics, and others for years to come.  It is important for 
aquaculture and other regional food producers to take advantage of that market 
opportunity now and use it as an opportunity to reconnect with their customers. 

Aquaculture Contacts: 

Wisconsin Aquaculture Association http://www.wisconsinaquaculture.com/ 

Northern Aquaculture Demonstration Facility (NADF) 
 http://www.uwsp.edu/cls/aquaculture/contact.html 

Wisconsin DATCP Animal Health Fish Farm registrations (608)224-4887 

 

AG Law 
Section offers 
CLE program 
on tax and 
business issues 

 

The Agricultural/Agribusiness Law Section will present a half-day CLE program on June 8, 
1:00 - 4:30 p.m., at the State Bar Center in Madison. This program is free for section 
members. Topics include: the legal and tax issues of "old farm corporations"; the related 
issue of allocating and transferring liabilities when forming, transferring an interest in, or 
liquidating LLCs, LLPs, and corporations; and FSA audits of leasing arrangements and the 
payment limitations for farm business entities.  

This seminar will be submitted for up to 3.5 CLE credits, is free for section members, and 
costs $199 for nonsection members. Join the section for $25 and take advantage of this 
CLE program and the other section member benefits. To register or to join the section, 
contact the State Bar at (800) 728-7788. 

 
 

View the Legal Guide for Wisconsin Farmers Online 
 



 

The Organic 
Agriculture 
Program at 
DATCP 
By Laura Paine 

 

Organic certification is an alternative that many Wisconsin farmers are considering.  
Wisconsin is currently home to approximately 700 organic farms, as well as over 150 
companies producing certified organic products.  And while this is a tiny fraction of the 
over 70,000 farms in the state, Wisconsin ranks second only to California in number of 
certified organic farms and is first in the nation in organic dairy production.  

The organic market is expanding rapidly.  Today, organic products account for over $10 
billion in sales per year.  With sales growth of more than 20% per year over the last 15 
years, and more than 45% of consumers purchasing organic products regularly, premiums 
for organically produced agricultural products are likely to remain attractive.  One of the 
goals of our program here is to support Wisconsin's leadership in this promising market.   

To build programs that meet the needs of this sector, we conducted a survey of about 80 
organic farmers in 2006.  Most of the respondents were either dairy, beef, vegetable, 
crop, and poultry producers or a combination 
of several of these enterprises.  Primary needs 
across all farmers were for information on soil 
management, marketing, crop and weed 
management, and certification.  Broader issues 
of importance for organic farmers included 
ensuring the integrity of the organic label 
(making sure that it continues to reflect the 
quality and integrity that consumers expect) 
and building infrastructure to facilitate the 
processing, distribution, and consumer access to 
Wisconsin organic products.     

We recently established a unique public-private partnership to address some of these 
issues.  The private sector Organic Advisory Council, appointed by Secretary Nilsestuen, 
has 12 members representing organic farmers and businesses, consumers, the certification 
industry, and non-profit educational organizations.  The public sector Interagency 
Implementation Team represents federal and state agencies as well as the University and 
Technical College systems.  As we move forward, our goal is to create educational, 
technical assistance educational, technical assistance, opportunities for farmers and 
entrepreneurs and to ensure that the future of organic agriculture in Wisconsin remains 
rosy.  For more information, contact Laura Paine at 608-224-5120 or 
laura.paine@datcp.state.wi.us 

National 
Conference in 
Appleton 
Includes Local 
Food Systems 
Theme 

A National Community and Rural Development Conference will be held in Appleton June 
17 – 20th.  Workshops and presentations include a variety of regional development 
themes, including several focusing on developing local food systems.  

The conference also features a day of mobile workshops for off-site learning in the area.  
Two of these mobile workshops offer food and agriculture related venues.  The Algoma 
Farm Market Kitchen incubator will be the highlight of one tour where participants will 
meet entrepreneurs and history buffs who combine value-added food processing with 
heritage events.  A second tour option showcases a regional buy local/buy farm-direct 
theme.  Visits include an Appleton grocery focusing on special diets, organic food and 
local suppliers; a “Slow Food” restaurant that buys local, in-season foods, and an organic 
rotational grazing farm that sells direct to consumers through an of-farm store. The 
Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade & Consumer Protection is a sponsor of the 
mobile workshops. 

The conference expects to draw 500 participants nationally and internationally.  It is co-
sponsored by the Community Development Society, Wisconsin Rural Partners, Inc. and the 
National Rural Development Partnership.  For more information about the conference, 
visit http://www.comm-dev.org/.   

 

Farmers' Resource Guide on line 
 



 

New Deputy 
Secretary: 

Jim Arts 

 

Rod Nilsestuen, has announced the appointment of Jim Arts as deputy secretary of the 
department.  The position was recently vacated when Governor Jim Doyle appointed 
Judy Ziewacz to serve as the first director of the newly created Office of Energy 
Independence. 

"Jim brings a wealth of experience, exceptional accomplishments and a deep and 
abiding commitment to the people of rural Wisconsin," said Nilsestuen.  "He has worked 
extensively at both state and local levels; knows how to run programs effectively and 
always commands the respect of those with whom he works.  His integrity is beyond 
question and his capacity for work and good judgment are well known. But equally 
important, Jim really listens to people.  Maybe that's why he is such an 
exceptional problem-solver. 

"His knowledge of Wisconsin agriculture and rural people, understanding of legislative and 
administrative process, together with his experience in cooperatives, rural development, 
conservation and local government make him an ideal fit for DATCP's diverse programs 
and statewide constituencies.”  

Arts was reared on a three-generation family dairy farm near Lady Smith in Rusk County.  
He is an Air Force veteran and graduate of the University of Wisconsin-River Falls and UW-
Madison Law School.  He and his wife, Helene Nelson, now reside in Madison. 

July is Beef 
Month 
By Jeff Swenson 

Few things signify summer like the smell of steak sizzling on the grill.  Mmm…steak – 
marinated or sprinkled with peppercorn and spices; it’s a real meal anytime.  There are 
those of us that need no special reason to enjoy beef, but firing up the grill is a great way 
to celebrate Beef Month. 

July is Beef Month in Wisconsin so enjoy a steak, a burger, or any other beef dish for that 
matter.  The choices are endless.   

Any trip to a grocery store meat section can be overwhelming – so many cuts to choose 
from, so many ways to prepare and enjoy beef. It doesn’t need to be intimidating, 
however.   

First, pick a recipe you’d like to try.  The Wisconsin Beef Council website 
(http://www.beeftips.com) is a great place to start.  Hundreds of recipes are at your 
fingertips, sorted by type of cut or preparation method.  They even supply meal ideas 
and have a special section entitled “Lean and Healthy.”  From adventurous to traditional, 
you’ll find recipes to suit everyone. 

If a grocer’s meat section still leaves you wondering if you’ll find the right cut for your 
recipe, shop where you’ll find a full service meat counter and ask questions.  Your local 
locker is a great option if you have several questions or want individual, personalized 
service.  Share your recipe and meal plan and the staff will be happy to help you find 
exactly what you need. Visit the Wisconsin Association of Meat Processors site  
(http://www.wi-amp.com/v2/members/) to find a meat processor in your area. 

A trip to a Farmer’s Market is a fun way to find many things on your shopping list, and 
helps ensure you are getting fresh, Wisconsin grown products to compliment your entrée.  
Still having difficulty in finding what you’re looking for?  Check out 
http://www.savorwisconsin.com - it’s a great resource to find locally grown produce and 
menu items.   

Nothing helps friends and family enjoy time together better than a great meal, and you’ll 
be surprised by the number of compliments you’ll get.   

If the idea of meal preparation isn’t for you, head to your favorite restaurant – many have 
special menu items during Beef Month. Check your local papers, or contact the 
Wisconsin Beef Council, as many local Cattlemen’s Associations and Beef Producer 
groups hold an annual steak fry in July. 

So, what are you waiting for?  July is on its way, giving us 31 glorious days to make beef 
the celebrated centerpiece of your meals. 



Upcoming 
Events 

June 7: Farmer’s Health Cooperative Meeting,   
City Council Chambers, Berlin, 10 am, 1:30 pm, 8pm 

June 8 – Ag law CLE Program 
State Bar Center in Madison, 1:00 to 4:30 pm 

June 11: Farmer’s Health Cooperative Meeting,   
Brillion Community Center, Brillion, 10 am, 1:30 pm, 7:30pm 

June 12: Farmer’s Health Cooperative Meeting,   
West Bend City Hall, West Bend, 10 am & 1:30 pm 

June 13: Farmer’s Health Cooperative Meeting,   
Chissy’s Restaurant, Waldo, 10 am, 1:30 pm & 8pm 

June 14: Farmer’s Health Cooperative Meeting,   
American Legion Hall, Algoma, 10 am, 1:30 pm, 8pm 

June 14: Aquaculture Field Day & Vendor Fair  
(W/ workshop on Aquaculture Farm BioSecurity),  
WAA and WAIAC Meetings and Annual Picnic  
Location: Lake Mills DNR Hatchery and Coolwater Farms 

June 15  On Farm Dairy Goat Field Day  
Crawford County, Gerstner Farm , Noon to 3:00 pm 
Contact Jeanne Meier 608-224-5121 
July 12: Workshop on Feed Training Yellow Perch 
Location: Lake Mills DNR Hatchery and Coolwater Farms  

July 17  On Farm Dairy Goat Field Day  
Iowa County, Serenity Springs Farm, Noon to 3:00 pm  
Contact Jeanne Meier 608-224-5121 

August 2 - 12  Wisconsin State Fair 
Wisconsin State Fair Park, Milwaukee 

August 15  On Farm Dairy Goat Field Day  
Calumet County, LaClare Farm 
Contact Jeanne Meier 608-224-5121 

September 15  On Farm Dairy Goat Field Day  
Green County, TBD 
Contact Jeanne Meier 608-224-5121 

October 15  On Farm Dairy Goat Field Day  
Dodge County, Zimmerman Farm 
Contact Jeanne Meier 608-224-5121 

November 15  On Farm Dairy Goat Field Day  
Arlington Research Station, 10:00am – 4:00 pm 
Contact Jeanne Meier 608-224-5121 
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Information on Farm Transfers  
 


