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Dairy Month 

Calendar 

June is Dairy Month! 
For a list of Dairy Breakfast dates and sites go to: 
 June Dairy Month Calendar of Events - Complete Listing
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Dairy 
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Eligible dairy producers who suffered production losses in 2005, 2006 or 2007 may apply to 
receive benefits under the Dairy Disaster Assistance Program III, beginning March 5, the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture announced today. 

Producers can sign up at their local USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) service center until 
May 5, when sign-up will end. 

This dairy program will provide $16 million in benefits to dairy producers for dairy 
production losses that occurred between Jan. 1, 2005, and Dec. 31, 2007, because of 
natural disasters. To be eligible, a producer's operation must be in a county designated a 
major disaster or emergency area by the president or declared a natural disaster area by 
the secretary of agriculture between Jan. 1, 2005, and Dec. 31, 2007. Producers in 
contiguous counties are also eligible. Producers in counties declared disaster areas by the 
president may be eligible, even though the agricultural loss was not covered by the 
declaration, if an FSA Administrator's Physical Loss Notice covered such losses. 

Nearly every county in Wisconsin was designated a natural disaster or emergency area--
or was contiguous to a designated area--during the period from January 1, 2005 to Dec. 
31, 2007 so most of our state's dairy producers are eligible for coverage.  The "disasters" 
included drought, excessive moisture, severe storms, tornadoes, high winds, winter storms, 
below-normal temperatures, or excessive heat.  For a copy of the FSA Fact Sheet on the 
call your FSA office or the Wisconsin Farm Center: 1-800- 942-2474.   

• Information provided by USDA News release 

 

This newsletter is published by the Wisconsin Farm Center, a component of the Wisconsin 
Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection. 
The Wisconsin Farm Center provides services to Wisconsin farmers and agribusinesses to 
promote the vitality of the state's agricultural economy and rural communities. 
If you have questions or comments about the newsletter, please contact Mike Exum at 
the Wisconsin Farm Center:  1-800- 942-2474 or email at:  Michael.Exum@Wisconsin.gov

http://www.wisdairy.com/SpecialOffers/jdm/totaldisplay.aspx
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Wisconsin Farm Center Creates New Program To Help Minority 
and Beginning Farmers Manage Risks Associated With Farming 
To address the needs of the increasing number of women, minority, and beginning 
farmers in Wisconsin, many of whom are not familiar with the resources available to help 
their farms be more successful, the Wisconsin Farm Center, through financing from a USDA 
Risk Management Agency grant, developed The Beginning and Minority Farmer 
Outreach & Assistance Program.   

The program is designed to enable new and minority farmers to learn about potential risks 
associated with farming and how to manage those risks.  Areas of risk covered in the 
program include financial, production, marketing, and social.   

Through workshops and personal consultation, either via telephone with Farm Center staff 
or one-on-one meetings with one of the four newly hired outreach workers, farmers will 
learn how to analyze risks in their farming operations and create strategies/tools to 
address those risks.  Participants will have the opportunity to address issues such as: 
Lease/rental agreements, Direct marketing, Crop insurance programs, Production records 
management, Financial records management, Equity and loan options, Intergenerational 
farming, And more 
The new program serves Hmong Farmers, Hispanic Farmers, Women Farmers and 
Beginning Farmers.  Two Spanish Speaking Outreach Specialists were hired to work with 
Hispanic/Latino farmers and two Hmong Speaking Outreach Specialists were hired to 
work with Hmong farmers. (See biographies/contact information for Outreach Specialists 
below). 

Hispanic/Latino and Hmong farmers within the service areas can receive one-on-one 
follow up assistance from knowledgeable outreach specialists. Please see the map for 
outreach specialist service areas and phone numbers. 
English speaking women and beginning farmers can get more information about the 
program by calling the Wisconsin Farm Center at 1-800-942-2474 
The Wisconsin Farm Center Beginning and Minority Farmer Outreach & Assistance 
Program is supported by a grant from the USDA, Risk Management Agency.   

Beginning and Minority Farmer Outreach & Assistance Program Staff 
Hmong Outreach Specialists 
Chia Thao, (608) 575-1696/ email: chia.thao@Wiconsin.gov
Chia works primarily with Hmong farmers in the Milwaukee, Ozaukee, Washington, Dodge, 
Waukesha, Racine & Walworth county areas. 

Jack Chang, (608) 575-3782/ email: jack.chang@Wisconsin.gov
Jack works primarily with Hmong farmers living in the Fox Valley and East Central counties 
of the state. 

Hispanic/Latino Outreach Specialists 
Julia Reyes-Hamann, (608) 575-2779/ email: Julia.ReyesHamann@Wisconsin.gov
Julia serves primarily Hispanic/Latino farmers living in the Kewaunee, Brown, Calumet, 
Manitowoc, Fond Du Lac Outagamie & Sheboygan counties. 

TO BE ANNOUNCED, Outreach Coordinator for farmers living in Vernon, Crawford, 
Richland, Sauk, Grant, Iowa, Dane, Lafayette, Green & Rock counties.  
 

Do you know that the Farm Center Hotline (1-800-942-2474) fields over 300 calls a month from Wisconsin farmers 
with financial, health, legal, farming, family and other assistance needs?  If you know of a farmer or farm family in 
need of assistance, please have them call the Farm Center Hotline for help.
 
 

mailto:chia.thao@Wiconsin.gov
mailto:jack.chang@Wisconsin.gov
mailto:Julia.ReyesHamann@Wisconsin.gov


 

 

AgrAbility of 
Wisconsin 

AgrAbility of Wisconsin Promotes Success in Agriculture for 
Farmers and Their Families Living With a Disability. 
In October 2003, Carl Schmidt went to the hospital after developing a 104-degree fever; 
twenty-two days later he was in therapy, unable to even walk without a walker. Schmidt 
explained that he could not remember the first eleven days of the fever when his organs 
started shutting down due to an unidentifiable virus. During recovery he discovered that 
the virus caused nerve and muscle damage that left his right hand and foot weak and 
temperature sensitive. This left the nearly century-old family dairy farm’s responsibilities to 
Schmidt’s wife, Marilyn, their children, and a neighbor who was already in the process of 
retiring from farming. The Farm Bureau Disaster Team also aided in the continuation of the 
daily operation of the farm. With the help of his family and friends, the remaining crops 
were harvested and the day-to-day operation of the farm continued. Schmidt was 
grateful for all the help he received during that time.  

A year later, still struggling with his day-to-day farm operations, he read an article in a 
farm paper about the AgrAbility of Wisconsin program (AAW). Schmidt knew that without 
aid, his farm career would be significantly shortened. After contacting AAW and Easter 
Seals FARM Program (FARM), he was directed to the Wisconsin Division of Vocation 
Rehabilitation (DVR). He admitted that he was not sure of the steps he needed to take to 
work with the DVR, but after talking to Holly Allen, FARM Rehabilitation Specialist, he felt 
more confident about navigating the DVR process. 

A crucial aspect of the assistance from AAW is the on-site farm assessment. In addition to 
Allen’s suggestions during the farm assessment, she and Schmidt brainstormed other 
assistive technology solutions that would allow him to complete his day-to-day activities, 
and that were best suited to his operation and disability. 

Since Schmidt suffered nerve and muscle damage in his hand and foot, repetitive 
shoveling and walking created extreme difficulty for him. To feed cattle, Allen suggested 
a powered feed cart as well as a grain bin to move feed from storage on the second 
floor to a cart. In the past it would take about twenty wheelbarrow loads a day to feed 
cattle. The powered feed cart and grain bin lessened the need for Schmidt to 
continuously shovel grain and silage twice a day to feed cattle and reduced loads to two 
to three feed carts per day. With the grain bin in place, Schmidt opened up the previous 
storage area for heifer feed which only required handling every few days.  

After discussing the possibility of a bedding chopper to reduce handling bales, Schmidt 
and Allen decided on cow mats to bring straw handling to a minimum. This would also 
eliminate dust and create a stable surface for Schmidt to stand while milking. Spreading 
lime in the barn was a constant difficulty for Schmidt, so Allen suggested a barn limer to 
eliminate the need to spread the lime by hand. 

Due to the weakness in his hand and the potential secondary injuries created in Schmidt’s 
other arm, an alternative solution to handling the milking units was addressed by Allen. 
The final solution was a track system installed throughout the barn so that the units are 
attached to the track in the milk house and not removed again until the units are 
cleaned. This system, coupled with the automatic takeoffs previously owned by Schmidt, 
minimized his lifting and allowed him to move the units between cows and around the 
barn by merely pushing the unit along the track. 

AAW and the FARM program address a farmer’s current injuries and also look to prevent 
secondary injuries. In Schmidt’s case, a few simple modifications allowed him to complete 
daily tasks without causing further physical harm to himself. For instance, the vibrations 
from operating the skid loader caused irritation to Schmidt’s hand. By simply adding foam 
rubber hand grips to the handles of Schmidt’s skid loader, the vibrations were reduced. 
Additional steps were added to the tractors, and two drive-through gates were added on 
the farm to reduce the number of times he would dismount from the tractors to access 



the pastures. 

Schmidt admitted that after his first meeting with Allen he was skeptical and did not 
expect anything to come from it. He was astonished and pleased with the help and 
follow-through of the AAW, FARM and DVR staff. "It’s been a godsend. I don’t think we’d 
be doing this anymore if we didn’t have this [program]," Schmidt explained. 

Thanks to the assistive technology suggested by AAW and FARM and purchased by DVR, 
Schmidt plans to be milking for many years to come. 

• Information provided by AgrAbility of Wisconsin “Plowing Ahead” Editor Kally Ehle 
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The Wisconsin Client Assistance Program (CAP) is a federally funded program that 
provides information, referral, and dispute resolution services to Division of Vocational 
Rehabilitation (DVR) clients. 
Linda Vegoe, CAP director, and Deb Henderson-Guenther, complaint investigator, are 
the two employees of the CAP program. 
One of CAP’s roles is to help DVR clients understand the laws, regulations, and policies 
that DVR counselors and supervisors use when making a decision regarding a request 
from a client for DVR to purchase a particular piece of equipment or service. 
If a farmer is found eligible for DVR services and wants to keep farming, DVR typically 
refers the farmer for an Easter Seals FARM Program (FARM) farm assessment. The reason 
for this referral is that most DVR counselors are not experts on agriculture industry 
standards and farming related rehabilitation technology. The FARM Program has hired 
staff for their expertise in this area. An on-site visit is conducted to determine the disability 
barriers that are preventing the farmer from performing various day to day tasks. 
The DVR program is an individualized program. Services are provided based on the 
person’s disability, their farming operation, etc. 
CAP believes it is important to: 
Identify all of the tasks that are difficult to perform due to the disability,  
Keep an open mind when discussing possible solutions,  
Remember that DVR is not required to fund the best solution, but the solution that will 
allow the farmer to maintain their farming operation.  
CAP cannot advocate for what the client believes is the best solution simply because that 
is what the client wants. CAP must advocate for the service or equipment that is the least 
cost to DVR and addresses the disability or vocational rehabilitation needs. 
Please feel free to contact CAP at 1-800-362-1290 for further information or visit us on-line 
at http://www.wicap.wisconsin.gov/cap.jsp

• Information provided by Linda Vegoe, Deb Henderson-Guenther and AgrAbility 
“Plowing Ahead” editor, Cally Ehle 

Western 
Dairyland 
Women’s 
Business 
Center 
Conference 

Western Dairyland Women’s Business Center presents the Fifth Annual Women’s Business 
Conference on Thursday, April 17 at the Plaza Hotel and Suites in Eau Claire. 
The conference brings together business owners, aspiring business owners and 
entrepreneurs from throughout Western Wisconsin for a full day of learning and 
networking opportunities.  This year’s conference features more than 50 regional 
exhibitors and 12 educational sessions on business basics, marketing and networking.  
One-on-one business counseling will be available throughout the day. 
For more information or to register call (715) 836-7511, ext. 171 or visit: 
http://www.WomensBusinessconference.com

Do you know that Farm Center Veterinarians made over 175 visits to farms last year?  Farm Center Veterinarians 
provide heard health assistance for Wisconsin dairy farmers.  Call the Farm Center at 1-800-942-2474 for more 
information. 

http://www.wicap.wisconsin.gov/cap.jsp
http://www.WomensBusinessconference.com
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RIDE TO FARM – June 13-15, 2008  
 
Retiring farmers are leaving farming at a much faster rate than new farmers are starting.  
The School for Beginning Dairy and Livestock Farmers ((WSBDF) and The Farm Center’s 
Farm Transfers/Farm Link programs are efforts to address the critical training and 
supportive needs of Wisconsin’s next generation of farmers. 
 
So How can you help?  The WSBDF RIDE TO THE FARM is an opportunity to support the 
Wisconsin School for Beginning Dairy and Livestock Farmers program.   
 
The RIDE TO THE FARM is a 225 mile bicycle ride from near Green Bay to Oconomowoc, 
ridden by approximately 24 farming enthusiasts.  You can help by collecting pledges for 
the riders or you can make a direct contribution to the school. For more information on 
becoming a supporter of the school go to Becoming a Friend of the Wisconsin School for 
Beginning Dairy and Livestock Farmers (PDF document). 
 
For more information on the School for Beginning Dairy and Livestock Farmers & The Ride 
to Farm, visit the WSBDF website at: http://www.cias.wisc.edu/dairysch.html
 
Please support the future of farming in Wisconsin by supporting the RIDE TO THE FARM! 
 

 

Linda  

Baldridge 

Retires 

Long Time Farm Center Staff Member Retires 
At the end of February, 2008 the Farm Center’s Linda Baldridge retired.  Linda had worked 
at the Farm Center for the past 7 years and for the state of Wisconsin for over 15 years.  
She was well known and much appreciated for her outstanding work on behalf of 
Wisconsin farmers.  Linda will be missed.  Due to the State’s hiring freeze, Linda’s position 
remains unfilled.  Other Farm Center staff are doing their best to cover Linda’s primary 
responsibilities fielding calls and working with the Rural Electric Power Services Program. 

Are you aware that the Farm Center’s Mediation and Arbitration Program assists farmers/people involved with 
farming to resolve farm related disputes?  If you know of a farmer who could use the Farm Center’s free 
mediation program to resolve a farm dispute, please have them contact the Farm Center at 1-800-942-2474.
 
 

Upcoming 
Events 
Calendar 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 18 – 20   Midwest Horse Fair, Alliant Energy Center, Madision 

April 18 �   Midwest National Spring Holstein Show �For more info contact Chris Williams 
                 at (608)223-4269 
April 22    UWEX Cow-calf Seminar  Radisson, WI, Otto Weigand 715-635-3506 

May 17    Dunn County Dairy Breakfast    

May 18 Farmland, Families & History Fest  11:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M., 
               Erin Town Hall and Park located in Thompson, Wisconsin 

May 31    Green County Breakfast on the Farm  Joe Schwarzenberger Farm at W3894 
                 Hwy 11-81, Monroe, WI.  

http://www.cias.wisc.edu/pdf/frndsj205.pdf
http://www.cias.wisc.edu/pdf/frndsj205.pdf
http://www.cias.wisc.edu/dairysch.html
http://midwesthorsefair.com/
http://www.uwex.edu/ces/animalscience/beef/documents/2008CowcalfbrochureStatewide.pdf
http://www.wisdairy.com/SpecialOffers/jdm/_private/event.aspx?recordid=577&mpage=complete
http://www.erinhistoricalsociety.org/


 
Upcoming 
Events 
Calendar 

June 1     Brown County Breakfast on the Farm

June 7     Cows on the Councourse

June 09 - June 12    2008 WI State FFA Convention

June 11 �      Rock Co. Pork Fest �Rock Co. Fairgrounds - Janesville. Starts at 4:00 pm

June 14   Trempealeau County  Dairy Breakfast

                Waukesha County Cows in the Court Yard – Brookfield Library

June 15    Kewaunee County Breakfast on the Farm

                 Outagamie County Breakfast on the Farm

June 22    Calumet County Dairy Month Celebration

                Fond u Lac County Breakfast on the Farm

                Shawano County Brunch on the Farm

June 26  �National Guernsey Breeders Convention  

June 28   Sawyer County Dairy Breakfast

June 29   Waushara County June Dairy Breakfast

July 15 - July 17 �WI Farm Technology Days - Brown Co. � 
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Did you know the Wisconsin Farm Center Rural Electric Power Services Program assisted over 80 Wisconsin 
dairy farmers last year with stray voltage or other energy related issues?  If you know of a farmer who could use 
assistance with energy related issues, please have them call the Farm Center at 1-800-942-2474. 

Visit the Rural Electric Power Services Program - Stray Voltage

 
Visit the Wisconsin Farm Center at http://www.datcp.state.wi.us/core/agriculture/agriculture.jsp

 

http://www.wisdairy.com/SpecialOffers/jdm/_private/event.aspx?recordid=575&mpage=complete
http://www.wisdairy.com/SpecialOffers/jdm/_private/event.aspx?recordid=579&mpage=complete
http://www.wisconsinffa.org/
http://www.wisdairy.com/SpecialOffers/jdm/_private/event.aspx?recordid=581&mpage=complete
http://www.wisdairy.com/SpecialOffers/jdm/_private/event.aspx?recordid=585&mpage=complete
http://www.wisdairy.com/SpecialOffers/jdm/_private/event.aspx?recordid=584&mpage=complete
http://www.wisdairy.com/SpecialOffers/jdm/_private/event.aspx?recordid=578&mpage=complete
http://www.wisdairy.com/SpecialOffers/jdm/_private/event.aspx?recordid=574&mpage=complete
http://www.wisdairy.com/SpecialOffers/jdm/_private/event.aspx?recordid=573&mpage=complete
http://www.wisdairy.com/SpecialOffers/jdm/_private/event.aspx?recordid=582&mpage=complete
http://www.wiguernsey.com/nationalconvention.html
http://www.wisdairy.com/SpecialOffers/jdm/_private/event.aspx?recordid=580&mpage=complete
http://www.wisdairy.com/SpecialOffers/jdm/_private/event.aspx?recordid=583&mpage=complete
http://www.co.brown.wi.us/uw_extension/FarmTechnology/index.htm
http://www.datcp.state.wi.us/mktg/agriculture/farm-center/stray_volt.jsp
http://www.datcp.state.wi.us/core/agriculture/agriculture.jsp
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