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Do’s and Don’t of Varroa Mite Control 

 
 Check for varroa with ether roll or powdered 

sugar test before and after treatment. 
 Only combine healthy colonies.  
 Take supers off August/early September. 
 
 
 
 
 

 Do not let colonies collapse and be robbed. 
 NEVER use chemicals that are not labeled for 

use on bees.  
 Do not treat if varroa count is 0 or 2 varroa/250 

bees in the whole apiary. 
 Do not wait until October/November to start 

treatment 
 Do not use CheckMite, bees are resistant.  

 
Do's and Don't of American Foulbrood Management 

 
 Treat colonies with correct amount of 

Terramycin, use dusting. 
 Make sure Terramycin is stored right. 
 Crowd bees into brood nest during dearth 

periods so they are forced to clean comb. 
 Rotate all brood comb through the center of the 

brood nest each year for cleaning. 
 Put newly purchased comb into a strong colony, 

with young queen and lots of nurse and hive 
cleaning bees for cleaning. 

 Cull nest comb every 2-5 years to reduce level 
of disease organisms and chemicals.  

 Re-examine comb cleaning hives to make sure 
they do the job well. 

 Start with new frames and foundation if you see 
symptoms of AFB. 

 If your hives suffer from resistant AFB you must 
sanitize the entire hive body including honey 
supers and start with new frames and 
foundation or buy all new equipment.  

 Do not keep treating colonies with active AFB! 
 Do not use extender patties. 
 Don't let Terramycin get wet. 
 Destroy or melt comb and scorch or paint boxes 

if colony had AFB. 
 Do not release packages on old comb with 

scale! 
 Do not keep infested old equipment where bees 

can get to it. Prevent robbing of dead hives.  
 Do not purchase used comb unless you can 

recognize AFB scale and are willing to examine 
each frame. 

 Don't let comb become too old and dark. Old 
comb accumulates disease, treatment residues 
and also sells at a lower price.  

 Don't waste your time and money on weaning 
weak colonies in fall. 

 Used brood comb and nucs with AFB scale are 
the No. 1 source of infection! 

 Do not use honey supers from hives with 
resistant AFB on other hives. Do not use brood 
frames or brood boxes either! 
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