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Rush River Legacy Agricultural Enterprise Area

Introduction
Seven petitioners (the “Petitioners”) are applying to establish an Agricultural Enterprise Area (AEA)

designation for the Rush River Legacy AEA under Wisconsin Statutes s. 91.84. The proposed Rush River
Legacy AEA consists of 8,827 acres of land; 84.2% is zoned Exclusive Agricultural (now known as
Farmland Preservation zoning), 13.8% is Agricultural Residential, and 2% is Agricultural Il (Exhibit I).

The purpose of establishing the Rush River Legacy AEA is to grow and expand agriculture in Rush
River Town in keeping with town, county, and state goals to preserve agricultural and promote
development of agriculturally-related businesses.

The Petitioners are agricultural producers with operations ranging from small cash crop acreages to a
Bison Ranch producing value-added meat/Bison products to a 1,700-head dairy production facility.
Several of the Petitioners were raised in Wisconsin’s Rush River Town; the “newest” petitioner has lived
in the area since 1999. From its inception as a town in 1851 to current times, residents of this area have
embraced and protected the natural state of the land while establishing a complementary agricultural
heritage as a legacy for their families and others who have similar ideals.

The Rush River Legacy AEA
The Rush River Legacy AEA (the “Legacy AEA”) is located in St. Croix County (the “County”) in

northwestern Wisconsin. St. Croix County is considered part of the Minneapolis/St. Paul, Minnesota
statistical area, is the fastest growing county in Wisconsin, and the 80" fastest growing county in the
nation.

The proposed Rush River Legacy AEA comprises 76% of the Town of Rush River acreage (the “Town” ),
and is approximately 16 miles east of the St. Croix River and midway between the eastern city of Hudson
and the western city of Menomonie; both population and business centers with projected 2008
populations of 11,865 and 15,581, respectively. Interstate 94, which runs from Michigan to Montana,
defines its northern boundary; a small portion of the proposed Legacy AEA lies north of the interstate.

The Town was named for the Rush River, a Class #1
trout stream, which begins in the Town and
eventually flows to Maiden Rock and empties into
Lake Pepin. Lake Pepin, which is on the federal list of
impaired water bodies (Federal List 303d) in need of
protection, is part of the Mississippi River separating
Wisconsin and Minnesota.
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Rush River History

Rush River is the second oldest town in St. Croix County (Hudson was the first) and was settled by
Norwegian immigrants. The Town was organized in 1851 and was an important rest stop for the Old
Hudson and Prairie du Chien stage coach route, according to the Town’s Comprehensive Plan. Also,
“Early accounts given by landowners describe the town as having large and fertile prairies, with a
number of rivers and creeks, which were rich in fish.” Agriculture was a prime focus and industry. A
motion carried in the Town'’s first meeting allowed that “all horned cattle, horses, sheep, and swine that
were peaceable, shall be allowed to run at large.”

Rush River - Now
The Town is rural and primarily zoned Farmland Preservation, reflecting the Town’s commitment to

ensure its agricultural legacy is brought into the future. This is emphasized in the Town’s 2003
Comprehensive Plan: “Any effort to maintain a superior quality of life in our town must include
provisions for the type of businesses we wish to welcome into our community. As we are predominately
an agricultural group, we believe it is important to give Ag related business the opportunity to thrive
amongst us.” The Plan further notes that agriculture is important to the area as it will help to “realize
our goal of keeping our town a ‘green oasis” as well as “provide for the welfare and common good of
our residents.”

The area’s location to Interstate 94 and nearby Minneapolis/St. Paul, Minnesota metropolitan area,
corresponding interstate market outlets, abundance of existing resources and agricultural infrastructure
support, existing diversified agricultural enterprises, impending renewable energy project, and Town
goals mirrored by local government, ensure the Legacy AEA designation will help this area to continue to
support and grow agricultural operations in a manner that maintains and preserves natural resources
now and in the future.

The Petitioners
There are seven agricultural producers petitioning for the designation of an AEA in Rush River Town:

e Dean Doornink — Jon-De Farms - Dairy and (future) Biogas Producer

e Rick Holmen — Breezy Hill Farm — Certified Organic Dairy Producer

e Leslie Larson, Crops for Dairy Producers

e Don Schumacher — Whispering Silos Farm - Beef Cattle & Cash Crop Producer, Rush River Town
Chair

e Loren Smeester, Jr. - Silver Bison Ranch - Bison Meat and Value-Added Products Producer

e Randy Stillings, Cash Crops

e GregZwald -Bomaz Farms - Dairy Producer
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A majority of the Petitioners are 3 and 4™ generation farmers whose families farmed the land before
them. Their agricultural businesses are diverse, successful, and provide jobs as well as economic support
to other businesses in the area, such as feed stores, implement dealers, veterinarians, and farm supply
stores, and also bring tourists to the area.

The Silver Bison Ranch attracts people off
Interstate 94 to stop and tour the facility, as
well as purchase organically-raised bison meat
products, value-added products made from
Bison, and other pottery and decorative pieces
and toys created by Wisconsin and Minnesota
Native American Indians.

(Photo from www.silverbison.com)

Both Dean Doornink and Greg Zwald’s dairy farms were featured as an international farm tour
destination by the Alta Advantage 2008 Showcase of some of the “best progressive herds in the USA”.
(Greg Zwald’s farm is located in the adjacent Pleasant Valley Town; he owns cropland in Rush River
Town.)

Additionally, Jon-De Farms is a Green Tier — Tier 1 participant and the Wisconsin DNR website reports
that they are “one of the first dairy farms in Wisconsin, and perhaps in the entire United States, to
implement a comprehensive environmental management system (EMS). This EMS is helping Jon-De Farm
ensure that they routinely comply with all legal requirements and it is the driving force behind significant
changes that are moving the farm on a path toward greater sustainability. Under Green Tier, Jon-De
Farm is focusing on improvements in the areas of manure and nutrient management, pest and disease
minimization, soil compaction, recycling, safe use of chemicals, and biosecurity.”

This type of dedication to resource management is typical of agricultural producers in the proposed
Legacy AEA. More information on the Petitioners and their current agricultural operations is included at
the end of this petition.
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Part II: Purpose and Rationale for AEA
1. What are the agricultural land use and development goals of the proposed AEA?

The AEA is being established to further support the current land use goals stated in the Rush River
Comprehensive Plan and related County plans: to protect existing farmland and promote
agricultural and related development. Specifically:

Preserve existing land to support and expand conventional dairy/beef cow production.
Preserve existing land to support and expand traditional crop production.

Preserve and expand dairy infrastructure (veterinarians, feed supply, consultants, etc).
Create “ag-friendly” environment to incubate/support non-traditional types of agriculture
production (Example: Community Supported Agriculture — CSA).

e Foster growth of bio-energy opportunities.

e Enhance the acreage covered by conservation and nutrient management plans.

The seven petitioners alone represent diversified agricultural operations which will continue to
operate and grow with an AEA designation. Current land uses of the petitioners include:

e Dairy cow production

Beef cow production

Bison production

Crop production: corn, soybeans, hay (for herd feedstock and for sale)
Bio-energy production (near future)

e Forestland

Area Infrastructure
Infrastructure within the AEA is well established and maintained. Interstate 94 forms the northern

boundary, State Highway 63 forms the eastern boundary, and paved County and Town roads form
the remaining two boundaries. There are two major freeway on/off ramps located on the northwest
and northeast corners of the proposed Legacy AEA.

Electricity throughout the AEA is provided by the St. Croix Electric Cooperative in nearby Hammond
(approximately 5 miles), and Xcel Energy. Both companies have three-phase power lines capable of
supporting the electric motors required for larger agricultural enterprises criss-crossing the AEA as
shown in Exhibit I.

Telecommunications services are provided by national carriers (such as AT&T) as well as the local
provider Baldwin Telecom which also provides DSL. There is fiber optic infrastructure throughout
the Town. Satellite internet (high speed) is available from St. Croix Electric Cooperative.

A biogas pipeline is expected to be begin construction in Spring 2010 which will travel from the Jon-
De farm, down County Highway Y from 30th Avenue and hook into existing pipeline near the Village
of Baldwin. (More information on this project in Question #2.)
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Governmental Goals
There is strong support among Town residents to preserve and support agriculture. Establishing an

AEA in this area is in complete alignment with Town goals and provides the means to realize the
goals established in the Plan. The AEA also fulfills stated goals and objectives of St. Croix County
plans, described as follows.

The Town of Rush River
As stated in the Town of Rush River Comprehensive Plan adopted in October 2003, “Based upon the

clear majority of Town residents the objective of the plan is to maintain the rural and agricultural
character of the Town and to ensure the Town is not enveloped by high density development.” The
Plan further states, “The primary interest of the town is to attract and retain only agricultural related
businesses,” and that “the Town is not encouraging sites for non-agricultural related businesses and
industries.” This is further supported by the primary zoning of Farmland Preservation in the Town.

St. Croix County
Creation of The Rush River Legacy AEA helps further many County goals and objectives prescribed in

the various planning documents.

The St. Croix Development Management Plan of March 2000 has stated goals to “protect the rural
character of St. Croix County” and “protect and enhance agricultural resources” along with the
following (five of six) objectives related to the latter goal:

6A. Develop and support policies that strengthen and maintain the farm economy.

6B. Develop and support policies that strengthen and maintain a farm operator’s right to farm
with customary farm practices that do not threaten public health or safety.

6C. Support economic incentives for agricultural landowners to retain productive agricultural
lands in agricultural use.

6D. Protect and preserve productive agricultural lands for long-term agricultural use.
6E. Guide rural development to locations that will not convert agricultural lands.

The County’s Land and Water Resource Management Plan (February 2009) also has a stated goal to
“Preserve agricultural land and soils for crop and livestock production, scenic values, and wildlife
habitat.” Corresponding objectives are:

Preserve potentially productive agricultural land.
Discourage development of prime agricultural land.
Maintain agricultural land adjacent to designated habitat areas.

Encourage preservation of scenic and open space areas.

mo 0N w Py

Maintain soil productivity through appropriate agricultural practices.
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The County is currently in the process of updating its Development Management Plan of 2003 which
will be known as the Comprehensive Plan for 2011 and has stated the following Agricultural
Resources goal in its current draft to “Protect and support agriculture and the rural landscape of the
region while maintaining strong natural resource stewardship principles and practices.”
Corresponding objectives are:

e Protect the right to farm and minimize the loss and fragmentation of farmland in rural areas.

e Reduce the fragmentation of economically sustainable forest lands.

e Encourage and promote farming and forestry operations to follow best management
practices and maintain stewardship principles.

e Support efforts which increase the visibility and diversity of agriculture throughout the
region.

e Promote and embrace regional food and energy production and consumption in the region.

e Explore opportunities to meet objectives that are mutually beneficial to agriculture,
ecological systems and the environment.

Proposed strategies to support these objectives include supporting/creating AEA areas, create or
update Farmland Preservation Zoning plans, direct new residential development to appropriate
areas, support agriculture infrastructure and markets, and the development of alternative energy
sources. The Comprehensive Plan is expected to be finalized and adopted by December 2011. As a
part of this comprehensive plan update process, the County will be updating its Farmland
Preservation Plan to satisfy the Agricultural Element of the new Comprehensive Plan.

The West Central Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission, in cooperation with St. Croix County,
applied for and received a comprehensive planning grant to complete local, county, and regional
plans. Regional planning goals will support the goals of the Town and the County.

2. What activities are planned in the proposed AEA to achieve the agricultural preservation and
development goals?

Current land uses for farming (crops and livestock) are conducted according to Farmland
Preservation standards to conserve/protect natural resources; this is on-going. These activities are
further supported in Town and County plans, as mentioned in Question #1.

The County is updating its Comprehensive Plan and Farmland Preservation Plan which will support
the preservation of farmland and support agricultural business while maintaining environmental
quality. Both plans are expected to be finalized and adopted by December 2011.
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Western Wisconsin Renewable Natural Gas Dairy Basin Project
Just adjacent to the proposed Rush River Legacy AEA is a unique and innovative renewable energy

project (developed by Agri-Waste Energy Inc.) that is being expanded to include two of the
petitioners’ operations and has the ability to be utilized by other producers in the future.

This project brings biogas produced from anaerobic digesters on dairy farms via biogas pipeline to a
central Gas Conditioning Facility for processing to major pipeline specifications and subsequent
delivery into a major interstate pipeline. The first phase is completed and included construction of a
digester on a large dairy farm near Baldwin, construction of a gas conditioning facility and pipeline
interconnect at the Northern Natural Gas station near Baldwin, testing of gas, and limited delivery
and injection of renewable natural gas product to the pipeline.

Phase Il will include the Jon-De Farm dairy operations in Rush River Town and the Zwald’s Bomaz
Farms in neighboring Pleasant Valley Town. This project will also allow for smaller (100 cow) dairies
to have a digester and hook into the biogas pipeline. This project has the potential to provide
incentives for additional dairy production in the Legacy AEA; farmers will be able to convert waste to
energy and providing a lower cost means to power their operations while reducing animal waste in a
“clean” manner.

Phase Il of the project is underway and involves the construction of digesters on the Jon-De and
Bomaz farms and construction of 7.5 miles of gathering pipeline to bring raw biogas to a cleaning
facility to be located adjacent to the natural gas injection site in Baldwin, Wisconsin. The pipeline
will be routed along the Town’s right-of-way. In addition to smaller dairies that can be added to the
pipeline, the Village of Baldwin’s wastewater treatment plant is also on the pipeline route, which
could be a potential biogas source, and the project will also use waste from local cheese factories as
co-digestion material. This project has the capacity to directly support and benefit the Legacy AEA:

e Promote establishment of new agricultural operations. (The project will allow for smaller,
100 cow dairies to have a digester and hook into the biogas pipeline.)

e Reduce waste pollutants in the environment.

e Create new renewable energy sources for producers and community, decreasing
dependence on foreign energy sources (directly relates to Homeland Security).

e Create new revenue streams for producers to sell waste for energy and lower their
operational costs.

e Become an element of St. Croix Electric Cooperative’s Renewable Portfolio Standard
requirement for electric generation through renewable resources (if they so choose).

e (Create jobs in the area.
o Keep local dollars working locally.

All town, county, and DNR permits are completed; construction is expected to begin Spring 2010.

For more information on this project, visit www.agriwasteenergy.com, select Current Projects, then
WWP Overview.
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This project will further help manage soil and water quality in the Rush River Legacy AEA by turning
waste to energy, converting a portion of the solid waste created by livestock into biogas, a
renewable, local energy source. The resulting biogas can be sold to local energy providers as well as
utilized by producers for their own energy needs. It also converts the remaining waste to a more
stable form of nitrogen.

This project also has important associations with Homeland Security objectives. It provides a
renewable, local source of energy which could be utilized during any unexpected disruptions
(natural or external) in the Northern Natural Gas pipeline that delivers gas across 16,600 miles from
Texas to Minnesota, including through Wisconsin.

While dairy operations currently serve as the working model for this type of project, other
agricultural operations could adapt to this as well. Also, the Village of Baldwin has shown interest in
converting their wastewater treatment system to a municipal anaerobic digester and injecting the
biogas into the pipeline.

3. How will the AEA location promote agricultural preservation and development?

With its location next to an interstate freeway, current Farmland Preservation zoning, large
concentration of established and growing agricultural businesses, prime soil classifications, and
location of the Class 1 trout stream Rush River, the proposed Legacy AEA is highly targeted for
agricultural preservation and development.

The area is adjacent to Interstate 94 and within 35 miles of the Minneapolis/St. Paul Metropolitan
Area in the fastest growing County in the state. This area has been subject to development pressure
over the last several decades. While the new housing market has significantly declined over the last
few years, it is expected that this pressure will return when the economy sufficiently recovers.

The second phase development of the Western Wisconsin Renewable Natural Gas Dairy Basin
Project on the Doornink Jon-De Farm will also help promote continued dairy production
development while preserving the environment (removing solid waste) and creating a local,
renewable energy resource.

Essentially all the area is in the Rush River Watershed. Keeping the area in agriculture will help
maintain water quality and the status of the Rush River as a Class #1 Trout Stream.

Comprised of 8,827 acres, the proposed area couldn’t be extended any further south as it would
enter Pierce County. Lines couldn’t be drawn any further east or north because no zoning exists in
those areas. It couldn’t be extended to the west (Pleasant Valley Town) at this time as most
residents aren’t currently in favor of the program. Some, like Petitioner Greg Zwald and supportive
cooperator Jeff Lueck, are in favor of establishing an AEA.
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The selected area for the Legacy AEA comprises people who are supportive of the goals and
objectives of the AEA program.

4. How did you determine the size and the boundary of the proposed AEA?

The Rush River Legacy AEA consists of 8,827 acres located solely in Rush River Town. This represents
76% of total acreage in the Town. The size and boundary of the Rush River Legacy AEA was
determined by the existence of established agricultural businesses and surrounding market outlets,
proximity to Interstate 94, zoning designation, soil composition, and water quality concerns.

The Petitioners specifically wanted to avoid including land that could potentially be developed in the
next 15 years. As such, acreage in the southern portion of Rush River Town (zoned ag-residential)
and land located directly north of Interstate 94, except for the parcel identified on the attached
map, having the potential for commercial development was intentionally excluded from the AEA
area.

As illustrated by the Petitioners, there are a number and diversity of established agricultural
businesses already operating in the area; some of which are poised for growth/expansion. One of
the reasons these businesses have flourished has been the availability of market opportunities; both
near (Baldwin, Woodville, Menomonie) and further away (Minneapolis/St. Paul and Zumbrota,
Minnesota & Green Bay, Wisconsin). A meat processing facility is located in Woodville,
approximately 20 miles east of the town, and there are two implement dealers in the immediate
area.

The underlying geologic conditions make it an undesirable area for future housing development
because of the presence of Karst features along the Rush River. The majority of that land in the town
is controlled by farmers required to protect soils having Karst features. Town residents have further
maintained the area is not “suited for high density housing developments”.

However, 83.2% of the soils overlaying the Karst geology is designated as Prime Farmland Class Soils
1, 2, or 3 making the proposed Legacy AEA singularly well-suited to the historical, current, and
future agriculturally-related land uses (see Exhibit Il).

Wellhead protection is also a factor in determining the size of the Rush River Legacy AEA. The Town
is located in the Rush River Watershed area, a sensitive environmental corridor and a recharge area
for the underground aquifer that provides 100% of the drinking water for area residents. The
Wisconsin DNR notes that “the condition of the headwaters determine the health of the river,” as
stated in the Town’s Plan. The Rush River is a Class 1 trout stream and flows into Lake Pepin, a large
basin and throughway of the Mississippi River. Lake Pepin has been designated an impaired body of
water. It is important to protect and maintain the quality of the river to support current wildlife and
contribute to water quality in the downstream area.
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The AEA is large enough to support the existing agricultural operations while allowing for ease of
managing a more localized area. Further, the AEA could be expanded in the future to include the
nearby Town of Pleasant Valley, which has similar concerns and goals as the Town of Rush River.

5. What are the current land uses within the proposed AEA?

The majority of the acreage in the proposed Legacy AEA (84.2%) is zoned Farmland Preservation to
promote agricultural land use (Exhibit V). Agricultural-residential comprises 13.8% of the area and
allows for mixed uses which can co-exist with agriculture. Only 2% of the proposed Legacy AEA is
zoned Agricultural District Il which allows for small-scale agricultural uses, such as a CSA, or rural
low-density housing in areas where large-scale agriculture is not suitable. Additionally, the land in
the Legacy AEA is primarily assessed for agricultural use, as shown in Exhibit III.

Current land uses are:

e Dairy/beef cow production

Bison and value-added production
Llama and value-added production
Traditional cash crop production
Renewable energy production (biogas)
e Managed forest crops

e Rural residential

These various operations/land uses represent a unique diversity of agricultural businesses. Further,
many of the producers are currently cooperating/supporting each other. As an example, Jon-De
Farms has a standing order with a neighboring farmer to purchase corn during drought years; other
producers purchase hay/silage and feedstock from neighboring producers.

Creating the Legacy AEA would encourage further growth of complementary businesses both in and
outside of the AEA such as: Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) producers, and an existing
implement dealer located in the adjacent town.

6. How is the proposed AEA consistent with your other local land use plans?

As stated in Question #1, the proposed Rush River Legacy AEA is the right tool at the right time to
help meet stated land-use goals and objectives of the Town of Rush River, St. Croix County, and the
state of Wisconsin to preserve agriculture and promote the development and growth of agricultural
businesses. The proposed Legacy AEA is located within the County’s Certified Farmland
Preservation Plan as documented on page 287 of the St. Croix County Farmland Preservation Plan
certified in March 1980.
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7. What nonagricultural development trends affect the proposed AEA?

Proximity to a major metropolitan area, population growth, housing development growth, and
highway infrastructure are all non-agricultural development trends that make the AEA designation
attractive and imperative to keeping and promoting agricultural business health in this area of the
state.

Proximity to Minneapolis/St. Paul
Rush River Town is within 35 miles of the Minneapolis/St. Paul, Minnesota metropolitan area and

has experienced significant growth and development pressures within the last 30 years. The County
is the fastest growing county in the state of Wisconsin and has also been designated as the 80"
fastest growing county in the nation. The County expects to add another 43,000 people by 2030,
according to the County’s February 2009 Land and Water Resource Management Plan. Much of this
population comes from people moving to Wisconsin to have the best of both worlds; a more rural
lifestyle and a good paying job, even if it involves commuting 60 to 100 miles a day. As of the
second quarter of 2008, approximately 43% of St. Croix residents work in Minnesota according to a
U.S. Census Bureau report.

Population Growth
While population growth was greatest on the western portion of the County closest to

Minneapolis/St. Paul, that growth has started moving east, in the direction of the proposed AEA. As
land is cheaper, more rural in nature, yet still close to well-maintained major transportation arteries
like State Highway 63 that connects to Interstate 94, people are willing to extend their commute to
work in exchange for living in the country. This population growth and expansion means more
development, which directly affects agricultural land and enterprises, water and soil quality.

Housing Development
Along with the current Farmland Preservation zoning, the proposed AEA will ensure that this land

will be preserved and tended in the manner intended in the Town’s Comprehensive Plan: “Surveys
conducted in 1998 and 2001 determined that as a community, a great majority of our residents
believe we should preserve the Town as it exists today,” and “being stewards, however, does not
mean we must sacrifice economic opportunity,” and further that “taking into account the desires of
our current residents, we will attempt to limit as such future residential development as is possible.”

Limiting development is based on safety factors as much as the desire to preserve agriculture. As
pointed out in the Town’s Plan, “The majority of the Town of Rush River lies in the Rush River
watershed, a very sensitive environmental corridor. The DNR maintains ‘The condition of the
headwaters determine the health of the river.”“ As the groundwater depth lies close to the land
surface and “the sub-strata is saturated dolomite dotted with many sinkholes, establishes our Town
as a ‘highly sensitive’ area.” Simply stated, much of the land in the proposed AEA is not suited to
residential development, and such development would have adverse affects on the groundwater
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quality, which in turn can affect Lake Pepin and the Mississippi River. Lake Pepin receives the Rush
River at Maiden Rock, Wisconsin, and is on the federal list of impaired water bodies in need of
protection. Additionally, the geologic proclivity for sinkholes create a hazard for large residential
developments. The area is much better suited for continued agricultural purposes.

Highway Infrastructure
Proximity to a metropolitan area is enhanced by the quality of infrastructure in the proposed AEA,

which further encourages population and housing development. Interstate 94 forms the northern
border of the proposed AEA. There are several county highways in the Legacy AEA which is
advantageous for the future siting of agricultural businesses that depend on all season highways.

State highway 63 and County Highway T form east and west borders. These roads are all main
arteries and well maintained. An AEA designation will help ensure these roads are maintained for
agricultural equipment such as tractors, combines, and milk trucks to traverse, as well as maintain
safety by holding down potential additional traffic created by population/housing growth.

8. How will current or proposed land use controls support the proposed AEA?

Eighty-four percent of the Rush River Legacy AEA is in Farmland Preservation Zoning. Further, 89%
of the land is assessed as agricultural use. Of the remaining land, a large portion is in the
Department of Natural Resource’s (DNR) Forest Crop Program. Additionally, approximately 80 acres
in the Legacy AEA are DNR-owned. In accordance with the Town’s Plan and County goals and
objectives, it is highly unlikely Farmland Preservation Zoning would be overturned. The DNR land
contains the headwaters of the Rush River; this land is expected to be held by the DNR into
perpetuity.

(The remainder of this page was intentionally left blank.)
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9. How will the proposed AEA promote compliance with the state’s soil and water standards for
nonpoint source pollution?

The majority of farmers/producers located within the proposed Legacy AEA already comply with the
state’s soil and water requirements. Producers not currently in compliance will now have an
additional financial incentive to be in compliance, and this will create a ripple effect throughout the
Legacy AEA. Additionally, producers that don’t have a certified soil erosion or nutrient management
plan actually are implementing best practices on their own. Further, it just makes good business
and economic sense to have a nutrient management plan in place. The table below illustrates how
the Petitioner’s meet current standards.

Conservation Standards Dean | Rick | Don Leslie | GregZ. | Randy | Loren
D H S. L S S
Control of soil erosion \'} N Vv Vv Vv v N
Nutrient management planning v N N Vv Vv Vv N
Prevention of direct runoff from feedlots v N/A v Vv v v N/A

or stored manure into state waters

Prevention of overflowing manure storage Vv v N/A N/A Vv N/A N/A
structures
Repair of failing and leaking manure Vv v N/A N/A Vv N/A N/A

storage structures and closure of
abandoned manure storage structures

Construction of new or substantially v v N/A N/A v N/A N/A
altered manure storage structures to
technical standards

No stacking of manure in unconfined piles v v v v v v v
in water quality management areas

Diversion of clean water from feedlots, v Vv v v Vv v N/A
manure storage areas and barnyards in
the water quality management area

Maintenance of self-sustaining sod cover Vv Vv Vv Vv Vv Vv Vv
along waterways
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10. How will the proposed AEA promote agricultural and related investment?

As previously explained, the Petitioners themselves represent a diverse agricultural mix; from cash
crops to organic dairy producer, and large dairy producers to free-range, organic Bison, these
enterprises require land to hold their stock and grow hay and other feedstock. These producers
help support two nearby implement dealers, auto dealerships, feed and farm supply stores,
veterinarians, and other associated businesses in several nearby communities. They even purchase
hay and feed from their neighbors. Jon De Farms currently have manure disposal plans with several
other farmers within the Town, including two of the Petitioners. In years of marginal crops, Jon De
purchases standing corn from neighbors for silage.

The proposed biogas system discussed earlier is a $12 million dollar project itself for the digesters at
the Jon-De and Bomaz farms, 7.5 miles of pipeline, and construction of the gas cleanup facility, all of
which occur in or directly adjacent to the proposed Legacy AEA.

The AEA designation virtually ensures the stability of this area as a thriving part of the local economy
that will continue to support neighboring and local businesses, and provide the foundation for
families to continue passing their family-farm legacy on to the next generation.

11. How will the proposed AEA support economic activity within the community?

The established agricultural businesses currently operating in the proposed AEA have long
supported both ag- and non-ag related economic activity in the community. In general, the
proposed AEA designation will ensure the continuation of local school support, banks, grocery
stores, gas stations, local farmer co-op, medical clinics, and local pharmacies, to name a few, as well
as continued cooperation and sales between agricultural producers residing in the Legacy AEA.

As mentioned, the Silver Bison Ranch is a tourist destination, bringing other dollars into the general
community and supporting a larger consumer appetite for organically raised, locally produced food.

Jon-De and Bomaz farms average approximately 5,000 visitors a year. Jon-De Farms conduct tours
on the farm each year for 4th graders from Hudson and River Falls schools and both businesses host
tours for national and international producers, primarily during the World Dairy Expo held each year
in Madison.

The AEA will also support further development of bioenergy production and utilization within the
area.
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12. What is the level of cooperator support for this petition?

There is a great deal of support for the Legacy AEA, both within and without the established area, as
evidenced by the list shown below. Most notably, several of the Petitioners felt the program was
important for them to support, even though they have indicated they are not likely to take
advantage of all or some of the tax credits associated with the program.

Letters of Cooperator support from:

e Town of Rush River, WI

e Village of Baldwin, WI

e St. Croix County, WI

e State Senator Sheila Harsdorf, Madison, WI

e Dr. Carl Neeser, Veterinarian, Red Wing, MN

e Jim Kautz, Bagman L.L.C., Farm Equipment Sales

e Gary Stevens, Famo Feeds, MN

e Andy Bensend, AB Farms, Dallas, WI (Custom Harvester)

e  First Bank of Baldwin, WI

e Kevin Lagerstrom, New Richmond, WI (Animal Nutrition Business)

e Dairyland Equipment Services, Inc., Plainview, MN

e Vita Plus Corporation, Madison, WI (Nutrition Consultants)

e  Wisconsin DNR, Craig D. Thompson, Regional Land Program Supervisor
e David Krear, Rush River Town Landowner

o Jeffrey A. Lueck, Beef Cow Producer, Kinnickinnic & Pleasant Valley Towns

e West Wisconsin Land Trust, Inc., Menomonie, WI (Non-profit conservation organization)

13. Are there any other compelling reasons to choose this AEA proposal from among competing AEA
proposals?

The location to transportation and market opportunities, development/growth pressures from
larger cities, abundance of existing resources and infrastructure, local and regional goals to preserve
and grow these resources, area history, existing diversified agricultural businesses, impending
biogas pipeline, and the commitment of current residents, create a compelling case to establish The
Rush River Legacy Agricultural Enterprise Area for the continued responsible growth of agriculture
and preservation of natural resources now and for years to come.
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In summary:

Location: Growth/Development Pressures

e The area has been under tremendous growth/development pressure from the nearby
Minneapolis/St. Paul, Minnesota metropolitan area and larger, neighboring Wisconsin cities
such as Hudson, Menomonie, and Eau Claire.

e The area is adjacent to an interstate freeway which allows for easy access to these metropolitan
areas, making the location desirable for commuters.

Soil & Water Considerations

e The underlying geologic/soil conditions make it an undesirable area for future housing
development, but perfect for continued agricultural use.

e The Rush River is a Class #1 trout stream and flows into Lake Pepin at Maiden Rock, Wisconsin.
Lake Pepin is part of the Mississippi River and the Lake has a federal designation as an impaired
water body. Itis imperative to maintain and protect water quality.

Agricultural Operations

e The area is home to many diversified and successful agricultural enterprises, many of which
have operated more than 25 years, are generational family farms, or provide value-added
products in addition to primary products. These producers are committed to the growth and
expansion of agriculture in the Town and surrounding areas.

e Several of these operations contribute to the larger education of not only our communities
(through offering school tours) but national and international communities as well through
industry leader tours.

e The proposed biogas project (512 million) has both a direct and future affect on the way
producers may process animal waste in an environmentally safe manner while creating a
renewable source of energy.

History & Commitment

e From its inception as a town in 1951, the area’s history was based on agricultural development
and preservation for the continued livelihood and enjoyment of following generations.

e Residents in the area were previously in the Farmland Preservation program, demonstrating
their commitment to these values.

e |tisthe Town’s desire to support agriculture and preserve the natural resources of the area, as
set forth in its Comprehensive Plan.

Wisconsin 2010 Petition for AEA Designation Page 17



Rush River Legacy Agricultural Enterprise Area

e St. Croix County promotes the preservation of certain lands in various County plans, as stated
earlier in this petition.

e The State of Wisconsin desires to support responsible agricultural business growth and
development in areas where it makes sense to do so, as well as preserve natural resources. With
its location to major markets, along with dependable infrastructure, it makes sense to support
the initiative in this area.

Petitioner Background Information
The following is presented as background information on the petitioners and their current operations.

Dean Doornink - Jon-De Farms

Established : 1914

Number of Acres in Rush River Town: 724.1

Overall Operations: 1,700 dairy cows; 1,500 replacement heifers; 2,100 acres of corn and alfalfa
harvested as silage.

Dean Doornink is co-owner of Jon-De Farm, D&S Ag Operations, D&S Dairy Facility, and BD&T
Partnership with his son Todd; they have 45 employees. The farm was originally established by Dean’s
grandfather in 1914 near Baldwin, Wisconsin and moved to Rush River Town in the 1960’s following a
barn fire which destroyed the Baldwin building site. They also contract with neighbors to grow an
additional 800 acres of alfalfa haylage. The owners and employees have developed and implemented an
EMS (Environmental Management System) and Jon-De Farm has been admitted to WiDNR’s Green Tier
program.

Jon-De Farm utilizes sand bedding to enhance cow comfort. To reduce bedding cost and environmental
impact of sand disposal, Jon-De Farm has installed the McLanahan sand separation system to reclaim
the sand for bedding. To reduce the risk and cost of spreading liquid manure on its corn acreage, Jon-De
Farm has installed phase | & Il of the ISS system.

Plans have been developed and permits have been obtained to: (1) build a sand drying and storage
building so that recycled sand can be used as bedding throughout the year, and (2) build a manure and
waste product anaerobic digester to produce biogas that will be transported via biogas pipeline to a
central cleanup facility (Western Wisconsin Renewable Natural Gas Dairy Basin Project). The clean up
facility will convert the biogas to green, pipeline quality natural gas which will be injected into the
Northern Natural Gas pipeline at its injection point in nearby Baldwin, Wisconsin. Jon-De Farm is also
cooperating with Bomaz Farms on this project.

Rick Holmen - Breezy Hill Farm
Established : 1868

Number of Acres in Rush River Town: 222 acres
Overall Operations: Certified organic dairy producer.
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Holmen is the “4™ or 5"

generation on the family farm in Rush River Town. They raise approximately 90
dairy cows and were certified as an organic dairy production facility in 1996. They also raise corn, oats,
barley, and hay to feed their livestock as well as seed corn for cash crop. Holmen believes in the
principles of the AEA and supports the establishment of the Legacy AEA even though he does not expect

to apply for the tax credit at this time.

Leslie Larson
Established : 1983

Number of Acres in Rush River Town: 139
Overall Operations: Raising hay, corn, and barley for dairy cow feedstock.

Now retired from dairy farming, the Larson’s rent the Rush River acreage to their son who raises crops
to feed the approximately 125 dairy cows and replacement heifers he raises on the family’s century
farm in Eau Galle, Wisconsin. The Larson’s purchased the land in 1983 as part of their farming operation.
They were also enrolled in the original farmland preservation program.

Don Schumacher - Whispering Silos Farm
Established : 1973

Number of Acres in Rush River Town: 460 acres
Overall Operations: Beef cattle, corn for feedstock, and soybeans for market sale.

After retiring from the Airforce, Don Schumacher settled in Rush River Town in 1973 to raise his family
and farm. Currently, they raise approximately 40 heifers and maintain 400-500 young steers, feeding for
market. They also raise corn to feed their cattle and soybeans for cash crop. His son also lives on the
family land and farms.

Loren Smeester, Jr. - Silver Bison Buffalo Ranch
Established : 1992

Number of Acres in Rush River Town: 1,000 acres

Overall Operations: Approximately 400 North American Plains Bison — meat and value-added products
from Bison; Native American-made pottery and gift items, public tours/tourism.

The Bison are raised in their natural environment, grazing on native grasses that grow naturally without
the application of pesticides or herbicides. No man-made feed products are fed to the animals, and no
steroids, growth hormones, or antibiotics are used in meat production. The Ranch uses a holistic
approach to managing its resources to protect the native grasses, trees, pheasant, white tail deer, and
monarch butterflies that are part of this environment.

The Ranch also markets all natural meat products to restaurants in the Minneapolis/St. Paul, Minnesota
metropolitan area. All bison as the ranch are open-range raised and are never exposed to a feed lot.
These natural management practices are used to ensure the most natural and healthy meat product
available. (See www.silverbison.com)
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Randy Stilling

Established : 1999

Number of Acres in Rush River Town: 73 acres
Overall Operations: Cash crops

Randy purchased the farm in 1999; the previous owners had an established dairy farm. He raises 11
acres of hay to provide feed for his horses, and rents the land out to another area farmer and AEA
petitioner, Don Schumacher, who raises corn and soybeans on the land.

Greg Zwald - Bomaz Farms
Established : 1992

Number of Acres in Rush River Town: 124 acres owned, 145 acres rented in the Legacy AEA

Overall Operations: Dairy production/crops for feedstock and cash crops

Greg's parents farmed in Minnesota and moved to St. Croix County in 1962 (Pleasant Valley Town).
Following college, Greg and his brother Bob set up a family corporation (Bomaz, Inc.), expanded their
family milking herd, and concentrated on becoming an all registered herd of Holstein dairy cattle. They
expanded their operation in 1996 and now have approximately 600 mature animals, 650 growing heifers
and 50 bulls. They specialize in embryo collection and sell their genetics around the world. Bomaz Farms
regularly hosts visitors from around the world who come to see this model operation.

The family owns 124 acres in Rush River Town which is planted in corn, alfalfa, or soybeans, all raised for
cattle feed. Their farming practices meet soil and water compliance standards and they have a
Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan, and have also applied for a WPDES permit through the
DNR. They are also part of the Western Wisconsin Renewable Natural Gas Dairy Basin Project and will
soon have an anaerobic digester on their farm to convert dairy waste to energy which will be injected
into the Northern Natural Gas pipeline at its injection point in nearby Baldwin, Wisconsin. Bomaz Farms
is also cooperating with Jon-De Farms on this project.

Exhibits

The following Exhibits are attached to the application in support of petition information.
ExhibitI: Map of Legacy AEA

Exhibit II: Map of Productive Soils

Exhibit III: Map of Agriculturally Assessed Parcels

Exhibit IV: Map of Land Use Zoning
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