
   

In This Issue 

 2011 AEA Petitions 

 AEA Petition 
Workshops 

 Windsor AEA  

 New Subscription 
Service Available 

 Web Resource for 
Farmland 
Preservation 

 Staff Updates 

 Planning Workshops 

 PACE News  

 Working Lands  
Calendar  

For more information on Wisconsin’s Working Lands Initiative:  
Website:  http://workinglands.wi.gov 

E-mail:  DATCPWorkingLands@Wisconsin.gov   

Department Now Accepting Petitions to Designate Agricultural 
Enterprise Areas in 2011 

Farmers and local governments may now submit a petition requesting 
designation of an agricultural enterprise area (AEA) by the state 
agriculture department. Petition materials are available online at http://
www.datcp.state.wi.us/workinglands/aea.jsp. Petitions must be 
postmarked by February 18, 2011.   

AEAs identify land that is locally targeted for agricultural preservation 
and agricultural development.  Once designated, these areas enable 
eligible farmers to enter into a farmland preservation agreement with 
the state to claim a farmland preservation tax credit.  These areas can 
also foster collaboration between adjacent landowners and create a 
sense of certainty about the future of the proposed area.   

The department has the authority to designate up to 1 million acres 
statewide.  For the 2011 request for petition cycle, the department’s 
goal is to designate 250,000 acres. Priority will be given to proposed 
AEAs of at least 1,000 acres, but less than 30,000 acres. 

Designation of the AEAs requires the department to undergo an 
expedited administrative rule process.  The administrative rule 
designating the first 12 AEAs is anticipated to be completed this fall, 
and will take effect on January 1, 2011.  These 12 AEAs were selected 
from petitions submitted during the 2010 request for petition cycle.  To 
view information about these 12 areas, visit http://workinglands.wi.gov.  
Farmers within designated AEAs are eligible to voluntarily obtain 15 
year Farmland Preservation Agreements that qualify them for Farmland 
Preservation tax credits.   

Interested individuals are invited to attend one of three free workshops 
on AEAs and the petition process.  See page 2 for more details.  For 
more information or to indicate your interest in submitting a petition, 
contact Coreen Fallat at Coreen.Fallat@wisconsin.gov or (608) 224-
4625.   

Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection 
Randy Romanski, Secretary 

Issue No. 14 October 2010 

2811 Agriculture Drive  
PO Box 8911  

Madison, WI  53708   
DATCPWorkingLands@wisconsin.gov 
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Using Farmland Preservation Tools:  Windsor Agricultural Enterprise Area 

Twelve areas in Wisconsin will be designated as Agricultural Enterprise Areas by state administrative 
rule based upon evaluation of petitions submitted to the state’s Department of Agriculture, Trade 
and Consumer Protection.  These twelve areas are located throughout the state and highlight the 
diversity of Wisconsin agriculture.   
 
One of the twelve successful petitions came from an area with a rich agricultural history in the Town 
of Windsor in Dane County.  The petition was developed through the cooperation of local farm 
owners, the Town of Windsor and Dane County. 
 
The Town of Windsor is an area of exceptionally productive farms close to rapidly urbanizing 
neighbors. The community has a long history of farmland preservation.  This interest in protecting 
the town’s valuable farmland can be seen by the steps taken by the community, including coverage 
under an exclusive agricultural zoning ordinance and the establishment of a local purchase of 
development rights program.  The Town of Windsor has also qualified to permanently protect a 137-
acre heifer farm through the Working Lands Initiative’s Purchase of Agricultural Conservation 
Easements (PACE). 
 
Recognizing the Town of Windsor’s 
location on some of Wisconsin’s best 
farmland, the town has also worked 
to develop boundary agreements with 
neighboring communities to help 
ensure the future of the land within 
the AEA boundary for agricultural use. 
 
Once the final rule designating the 12 
AEAs is signed by the Secretary of the 
Department of Agriculture, Trade and 
C o n s u m e r  P r o t e c t i o n ,  t h e 
designations will go into effect on 
January 1, 2011. 

Free Workshops on Agricultural Enterprise Areas and the Petition Process 

Learn more about AEAs and the petition process by attending one of three free workshops.  Register 
online at http://www.datcp.state.wi.us/registration/aea.jsp or by calling (608) 224-4625.  The work-
shops will provide information to assist with the development of a petition and will include presenta-
tions by successful petitioners from the 2009 AEA selection period.  Workshops will be held from 
12:30 until 3:45 at the following locations: 

Tuesday, November 2 

Marathon Public Library 

Wausau Room 

300 N First St 

Wausau, WI 

Monday, November 8 

Dodge County Administration 
Building 

127 East Oak Street 

Juneau, WI 

Wednesday, November 10 

Holland Town Hall 

W7937 Cty Rd MH 

Holmen, WI 
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Fall harvest in the newly designated Windsor AEA. 
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Stay Current With Working Lands and DATCP’s Online Content 

A new email and digital subscription management 
(EDSM) feature is now available on the DATCP 
website.  As part of DATCP’s focus on services 
that make government more accessible and 
responsive, DATCP has added this service to its 
website to keep citizens up-to-date on news and 
information.   

The service allows anyone to subscribe to topics of interest and receive instant, automated emails or 
wireless notification whenever DATCP posts new information.  It’s easy to use and within a few 
clicks you can be signed up to learn more about emergency announcements, news releases, job 
openings, meeting minutes, and more!   

Email and wireless alerts link subscribers back to the updated website for more details.  Signing up 
is free, easy, and risk-free.  Visitors to the DATCP website can click on the “Sign Up for Email 
Updates!”  icon  or the “Sign Up for Updates!” link under online services to sign up and see what 
pages are available for subscription.  The only information required is an email address, and 
subscribers can change their subscription details or cancel the service at any time.   

This new service is a great way to stay updated with news related to the Working Lands Initiative 
and will eventually replace the current Working Lands Connection newsletter distribution list.  Don’t 
miss out!  Sign up today!   

Farmland Preservation Web Resource Available to Communities and Landowners  

During the past few years Gathering Waters Conservancy and the American Farmland Trust have 
played an instrumental role in establishing the Working Lands Initiative in Wisconsin.  These groups 
have once again joined forces to help communities and landowners by establishing 
wisconsinfarmland.org, a website to support “Protecting Wisconsin’s Farm and Forest Lands.”  
wisconsinfarmland.org provides a wealth of information related to farmland preservation, including:   

 Updates regarding the Working Lands Initiative’s PACE and AEA programs 

 Features of programs and people making farmland preservation a reality “on the ground” in 
Wisconsin  

 A library of resources for communities interested in starting local farmland preservation or PACE 
programs   

 Information for landowners interested in permanently protecting their farms   

 Announcements about workshops and other events focusing on the Working Lands Initiative 

To receive regular email or mobile notifications of wisconsinfarmland.org updates, follow the 
instructions in the above article for DATCP Updates.  Check the box labeled “Protecting Wisconsin’s 
Farm and Forest Lands” under “Working Lands Initiative.” 

New Service Available!   
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Announcing Fall 2010 Farmland Preservation Planning Workshops 

Counties currently involved in farmland preservation planning, or those who are gearing up for the 
planning process are invited to attend one of three free workshops hosted by the department.  
These workshops are targeted to county planning staff and others working with the counties to de-
velop the farmland preservation plan.  The workshops are designed to: 

 Share the farmland preservation plan requirements 

 Explain the plan certification process 

 Provide guidance on identifying and mapping farmland preservation plan areas 

The workshops run from 12:15 until 4:00. Register online at http://www.datcp.state.wi.us/
registration/fpp.jsp or by calling (608) 224-4625.   

PACE News  

At its recent meeting on September 15th, 2010, the PACE Advisory Council reviewed 2010 PACE 
eligibility criteria, ranking criteria, and related application materials.  The Council then toured Rod 
Lea’s farm in Jefferson County.  Mr. Lea’s farm was the highest scoring application from the 2010 
PACE application cycle.  Based on comments from the PACE Council and program participants, 
DATCP staff will update application materials in preparation for the 2011 PACE grant cycle.   

The PACE Council will next review the final drafts of 2011 application materials and establish a 
meeting schedule for 2011.  2011 application materials will be released by early November with an 
anticipated application deadline in February 2011.    

Draft materials reviewed by the Council are available on the PACE Council webpage at:  http://
www.datcp.state.wi.us/workinglands/pace_council.jsp. For more information about the PACE 
program, contact Lisa Schultz at (608) 224-4604 or LisaJ.Schultz@wisconsin.gov.   

Working Lands Staff Announcements 

Alison Volk was recently hired as a Farmland Preservation Zoning Specialist at DATCP.  Alison has 
been working as a Program and Policy Analyst with the department since October 2009.  She 
received her bachelor of arts from New York University and her law degree from the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison.  Alison has a diverse background of experience with land use and agricultural 
issues through her studies and experiences working with Gathering Waters Conservancy and 
AmeriCorps.  

Colleen Hoesly joined the Working Lands team as a DATCP intern in July 2010.  Colleen received her 
Bachelor of Science in History and Political Science from Rocky Mountain College in Billings, 
Montana.  She is currently working on completing her Masters degree in Urban and Regional 
Planning at the University of Wisconsin-Madison.   Having been raised as the sixth-generation on 
their family farm, Colleen has a deep appreciation for the role of agriculture in Wisconsin and is very 
enthusiastic about being involved with the Working Lands Initiative.  

Tuesday, October 26, 2010 
J.P. Coughlin Center 
625 E. County Road Y 
Oshkosh, WI  

Thursday, November 4, 2010 
Jefferson County UWEX Rm 8/9 
864 Collins Rd 
Jefferson, WI  

Tuesday, November 30, 2010 
Town of Washington Town Hall 
5150 Old Town Hall Rd 
Eau Claire, WI  
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Tuesday, October 26th 

DATCP Farmland Preservation Planning Workshop 

Oshkosh, Winnebago County  

Thursday, October 28th  

WI County Code Administrator’s Fall Conference 

Neenah, Winnebago County  

Tuesday, November 2nd 

DATCP AEA Workshop 

Wausau, Marathon County  

Thursday, November 4th 

DATCP Farmland Preservation Planning Workshop 

Jefferson, Jefferson County 

Monday, November 8th 

DATCP AEA Workshop 

Juneau, Dodge County  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, November 10th 

DATCP AEA Workshop 

La Crosse, La Crosse County  

Tuesday, November 30th 

DATCP Farmland Preservation Planning Workshop 

Town of Washington, Eau Claire County 
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Requests for Information or Speakers  

DATCP has made a concerted effort to distribute 
information and provide assistance regarding the 
Working Lands Initiative and will continue to do 
so.  If you would like to request assistance from 
DATCP staff or a speaker to present information 
in your area, please contact Colleen Hoesly at 
Colleen.Hoesly@Wisconsin.gov.  Please be 
prepared to provide the following information 
with your request: 

 Intended audience 

 Expected number of attendees 

 Date, time and location of meeting 

 Time allotted for presentation, questions and 
answers 

 Specific topics or information to be discussed 

Working Lands Calendar 

Working Lands Materials Available Online 

Now available on the Working Lands website (http://workinglands.wi.gov): 

 2011 AEA Petition Materials 

 Model Farmland Preservation Zoning Ordinance  

 September 15th, 2010 PACE Council Meeting Materials  

 Farmland Preservation Planning and AEA Workshop Registration 

Please check back often as new materials are posted as they are developed. 
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