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Purchase of Agricultural Conservation Easements Council 
Meets to Assist with State Program 
 
In September of 2009, Secretary Rod Nilsestuen appointed a twelve 
member state Purchase of Agricultural Conservation Easements (PACE) 
Council (members listed on page 2).  The purpose of the council is to 
advise the Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection on 
the administration of the state’s new Purchase of Agricultural Conservation 
Easement (PACE) program.  This program provides matching grants to 
local governments and non-profit conservation organizations for up to 50% 
of the cost of purchasing an easement on eligible land from a willing 
landowner to protect the agricultural value of the land.  After an 
agricultural conservation easement is purchased, that land is permanently 
protected from development that would prevent agricultural use.   
 
According to the Secretary, “the Council members were selected to capture 
the diversity of Wisconsin's agriculture or to represent persons who may be 
affected or involved with the purchase of agricultural conservation 
easements on working farmland.”   Council members will also serve as 
liaisons between the department, local government, land trusts, 
landowners and other partners.  
 
On October 5th, 2009, the PACE Council met for the first time to discuss 
existing agricultural conservation easement programs, development of the 
new Wisconsin PACE program,  and details about how future funding 
decisions may be made under this new program.  The Council plans to 
meet again on Wednesday, October 21st to continue their work on PACE 
program development.   
 
For more information on the PACE Council, contact Lisa Schultz, (608) 224-
4604. 

Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection 
Rod Nilsestuen, Secretary 
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PACE Council Members 
 
Dan Poulson-Jefferson County; cash grain farmer; former president of the Wisconsin Farm Bureau; 
former member of Natural Resources Board.   
 
Kenn Buelow-Calumet County; manager and owner of Holsum Dairies; board member of the Gla-
cial Lakes Conservancy. 
 
Randy Craig-Waukesha County; cash grain farmer and raises Holstein replacement heifers; mem-
ber of Badgerland Financial board of directors. 
 
Doug Caruso—Dane County; Wisconsin Farmers Union President; former state director of Wiscon-
sin’s Farm Service Agency. 
 
Keith Langenhahn-Marathon County Board Chairman; Township of Marathon Chairman; Chairper-
son of National Association of Counties Rural Action Caucus; Wisconsin Counties Association Secre-
tary/Treasurer; dairy farmer. 
 
Rick Stadelman-Shawano County; executive director of Wisconsin Towns Association. 
 
Mike Strigel-Dane County; statewide land trust representative; executive director of Gathering Wa-
ters Conservancy; former executive director of Wisconsin Academy of Sciences, Arts and Letters. 
 
Ellen Kwiatkowski-Bayfield County; executive director of Bayfield Regional Conservancy; co-owner 
of Blue Vista Farm.  
 
Brian Ohm-Dane County; UW professor and department chair of Urban and Regional Planning; 
State Land Use Law Specialist with the University of Wisconsin-Extension; Vice President of the Wis-
consin Chapter of the American Planning Association. 
 
Mark Cupp-Grant County; chairman of the Land and Water Conservation Board; executive director 
of the Lower Wisconsin Riverway Board; president of Cultural Landscape Legacies, Inc. 
 
Dennis Caneff- Dane County; executive director of the River Alliance of Wisconsin; secretary of the 
Land and Water Conservation Board. 
 
Thomas Lyon-Jefferson County; retired CEO of Cooperative Resources International; former presi-
dent of the University of Wisconsin Board of Regents; past board member of American Farmland 
Trust; member of the Wisconsin Stewardship Task Force; served as co-chair of the Wisconsin Future 
of Farming and Rural life study. 

For more information on Wisconsin’s Working Lands Initiative:  
Website:  http://workinglands.wi.gov 

E-mail:  DATCPWorkingLands@Wisconsin.gov   
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Wisconsin Towns Association to Host Workshops on Working Lands Initiative 
 
The Wisconsin Towns Association is partnering with the Department of Agriculture, Trade and 
Consumer Protection to provide six additional opportunities to learn about the new Working Lands 
Initiative and what it means to local government and landowners.  These workshops follow on the 
heels of 5 successful training sessions presented by the department to county government and staff 
on administration of the new program.   

The upcoming workshops are open to the general public, as well as to local town officials.  
Attendees will learn about: 

 Planning for farmland preservation  
 Updating/developing farmland preservation zoning ordinances 
 Establishing an agricultural enterprise area  
 Applying for a purchase of an agricultural conservation easement grant 
 Claiming landowner farmland preservation tax credits  

Additional partnership and promotion for the sessions is provided by Cooperative Network, AgStar 
Financial Services, Badgerland Financial, GreenStone Farm Credit Services, United FCS, and 
Gathering Waters Conservancy. 

Dates and locations 

 Tuesday, October 27, 2009  at Antiqua Bay, 655 Frontage Road, Wisconsin Dells 
 Wednesday, Oct. 28, 2009  at Sleep Inn & Conference Center, 5872 33rd Ave., Eau 

Claire 
 Thursday, Oct. 29, 2009 at Rib River Ballroom, 33237 St. Hwy 29, Marathon 
 Tuesday, Nov. 3, 2009 at Holiday Inn, 625 W. Rolling Meadows Dr., Fond du lac 
 Wednesday, Nov. 4, 2009 at Apple Creek Inn, 3177 French Road, De Pere 
 Thursday, Nov. 5, 2009 at Holiday Inn & Janesville Conference Center, 3100 Wellington 

Place, Janesville   

Tentative Agenda 

8:30 to 9:00    Registration, coffee and rolls 

9:00-9:15  Welcome and Training Overview 

9:15-11:45   Planning & Zoning (~ 45 minutes each) 

 Farmland preservation planning 

 Farmland preservation zoning ordinances  

 Question and answer session 

1145-12:45  Lunch 

12:45-3:00   Other Aspects of WLI (~ 30 minutes each) 

 Update on AEAs and agreements 

 Update on PACE 

 Update on soil and water standard 

 Question and Answer session 
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Registration Information 
To register for these sessions, 
contact the Wisconsin Towns 
Association at (715) 526-3157.   
Registration is $35 up to 7 days 
before the workshops ($45 after 
that) and includes morning coffee, 
rolls, milk, lunch and materials. 
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State Now Accepting Petitions for the Designation of Agricultural Enterprise 
Areas 
 
Farmers and local governments may now submit petitions to the state Department of Agriculture, 
Trade and Consumer Protection (DATCP) to request designation of land as an agricultural enterprise 
area (AEA).  Interested petitioners should contact Coreen Fallat at Coreen.Fallat@wisconsin.gov or 
(608) 224-4625 to indicate their intent to submit a request for AEA designation.   Petitions must be 
submitted by February 26, 2010 and must use the form developed by the department and posted 
at http://workinglands.wi.gov. 

The authority for the state to designate agricultural enterprise areas (AEAs) is one part of the state's 
new Working Lands Initiative adopted on June 30, 2009.  The state may designate a maximum of 15 
AEAs or 200,000 acres by January 1, 2012, and one million acres statewide after January 1, 2012. 

The designation of these areas identifies land that is locally targeted by farmers and local 
government for agricultural preservation and agricultural development.  Once designated, these 
areas enable eligible farmers to enter into a farmland preservation agreement with the state to claim 
a farmland preservation tax credit. 

To be considered for designation, a petition must be jointly filed by at least 5 eligible farmers in the 
proposed AEA, and by each county, town or municipality in which any part of the proposed AEA is 
located.  Basic criteria include: 

 Requires participation of 5 eligible farmers and all local government in which any part of 
the proposed AEA is located 

 Proposed area must be located in a farmland preservation area identified in a certified 
county farmland preservation plan 

 Parcels in the proposed area must be contiguous (although the land owned by the farmer 
petitioners need not be contiguous) 

 Proposed area must be primarily in agricultural use 

The department will evaluate petitions through a competitive evaluation process and announce 
selected AEAs for designation by June 11, 2010.  If the petition is selected, the area must be 
officially designated through an expedited rule process.  After completing the rule process, 
designation goes into effect January 1 of the following year.  

Prior to submitting a petition, contact Coreen Fallat at Coreen.Fallat@wisconsin.gov or (608) 224-
4625. 

Department Hires Working Lands Policy Initiative Advisor 

The department recently hired Vicki Elkin to serve as Policy Initiatives Advisor to DATCP Secretary 
Rod Nilsestuen.  Vicki is formerly of Gathering Waters Conservancy where she served as Policy 
Director and worked with the American Farmland Trust on the Campaign for Wisconsin's Farm and 
Forest Lands.  Vicki was also a member of the state’s Working Lands Initiative Steering Committee.  
In her position with the state, she will help to establish Wisconsin’s new Purchase of Agricultural 
Conservation Easement (PACE) grant program and will work with the newly appointed PACE Council.  
In addition to her work on the PACE program, Vicki will assist in development and implementation of 
other aspects of the Working Lands Initiative.  Vicki can be reached at 608-224-5008 or 
vicki.elkin@wisconsin.gov.  

mailto:Coreen.Fallat@wisconsin.gov�
mailto:Coreen.Fallat@wisconsin.gov�
mailto:vicki.elkin@wisconsin.gov�


Working Lands Calendar 

October 11-14, 2009 
WI Towns Assoc. Annual Conference 
Stevens Point, WI  
 
October 16, 2009 
WLWCA Lake Winnebago Area Assoc. 
Appleton, WI 
 
October 21, 2009 
WLWCA Southern Area Association 
Verona, WI 
 
October 21, 2009 
PACE Council Meeting 
Madison, WI  
 
October 27, 2009   
WI Towns Association 
Wisconsin Dells, WI 
 
October 28, 2009   
WI Towns Association 
Eau Claire, WI 
 
October 29, 2009  
WLWCA West Central  Area Association 
Eau Claire, WI 

October 29, 2009  
WI Towns Association 
Marathon, WI 
 
November 3, 2009  
WI Towns Association 
Fond du Lac, WI 
 
November 4, 2009  
WI Towns Association 
De Pere, WI 
 
November 5, 2009  
WI Towns Association 
Janesville, WI   
 
December 9-10, 2009 
Wisconsin Land & Water Conservation 
Association  
La Crosse, WI 
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Plan and Ordinance Certification Applications and AEA Petition Available Online 

Access to the applications for requesting certification of farmland preservation plans and ordinances 
and to petition for the designation of an agricultural enterprise area are now available on the 
Working Lands website at http://workinglands.wi.gov.  

 

We remind you to check the website frequently for additional resources.  New materials are posted 
as they are developed. 

http://workinglands.wi.gov�
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