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State Now Accepting Applications for 2011
Purchase of Agricultural Conservation Easement Funding

Qualified entities may now submit applications to the Department of
Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection for the purchase of
agricultural conservation easements (PACE). Application materials must be
submitted by February 15th, 2011, using the application form found on
the DATCP Working Lands website: http://workinglands.wi.gov.

Landowners may not apply for PACE funding directly. Instead, DATCP will
work with cooperating entities to purchase permanent easements from
willing landowners. The landowner retains ownership, but the easement
restricts non-agricultural development of the affected land. DATCP and the
cooperating entity will jointly hold the easement.

To be eligible for consideration of PACE funding, the following criteria
must be met:

¢ The property must be located in a farmland preservation area
identified in a certified county farmland preservation plan and
consistent with the local comprehensive plan, if any.

+ A qualified farm conservation plan must be in effect for the property

+ At least fifty percent of the property must be cropland, pasture or
grassland

¢ The land must produce a minimum amount of Gross Farm Revenue .

+All owners of the property must sign a statement indicating their
willingness to convey the proposed agricultural conservation easement

DATCP will evaluate applications using a set of established ranking criteria
and through consultation with the PACE Advisory Council. Preliminary
approval of selected applications will be announced by April 1, 2011. A
cooperating entity that receives preliminary approval must submit
additional information before a grant contract can be signed.

For PACE application questions, contact Lisa Schultz at
Lisal.Schultz@Wisconsin.gov or (608) 224-4604.

For more information on Wisconsin’s Working Lands Initiative:

Website: http://workinglands.wi.gov
E-mail: DATCPWorkingLands@Wisconsin.gov
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Upcoming Workshops on PACE Program

Gathering Waters Conservancy and the American Farmland Trust have received funding from the
Wisconsin Coastal Management Program to hold a series of workshops focused on the statewide
PACE program, as well as the development of local PACE (or Purchase of Development Rights) pro-
grams. These workshops will be held in counties in Wisconsin bordering the Great Lakes. Additional
workshops will be scheduled for early spring 2011. Registration information can be found at
www.wisconsinfarmland.org.

November 17th January 13th February 24th
Town of Saukville, WI Sheboygan, WI Green Bay, WI

In addition, DATCP has partnered with the University of Wisconsin-Extension to offer a webinar for
cooperating entities submitting applications for the 2011 grant cycle. The webinar will provide infor-
mation about application submittal and required documentation and the opportunity for attendees to
ask application related questions. Details regarding the webinar will be available in the coming
weeks.

Applying to the PACE Program: What it Means for Landowners and Cooperating Entities

As the new PACE program is implemented in the state of Wisconsin, many landowners and potential
cooperating entities are wondering how the program works and how it is different from other
existing conservation easement programs. For specific guidance, visit the PACE website. Below are
examples of some commonly asked PACE questions:

How do I apply?

Landowners cannot apply directly to the PACE program. A landowner must work with a local
cooperating entity to develop the application, and the application is submitted by the cooperating
entity on behalf of the landowner. This is because the local cooperating entity will co-hold the
conservation easement with DATCP into the future. It is important that there is a local partner
available to work with landowners and DATCP during and after the easement process.

What restrictions are in the easement?

DATCP has developed a model agricultural conservation easement to be used for the PACE program.
The easement is permanent and runs with the land. Under the easement, construction is allowed in
a designated farmstead area identified by the landowner. Construction outside of the farmstead area
is allowed only if related to agricultural use and by approval from the easement holders. Land
covered by the easement must stay in compliance with applicable state soil and water conservation
standards, and subdivision of the eased property is allowed only if related to agricultural use and by
approval from the easement holders.

What role does the cooperating entity play?

The cooperating entity is expected to assist landowners with the application process, and if
preliminarily selected for funding, to work with DATCP through the easement process. This includes
arranging and providing payment for items such as surveys, appraisals, title searches, closing costs,
attorney fees, etc. After entering into a grant contract with DATCP, the cooperating entity can
purchase the easement from the landowner. After the easement is recorded, the cooperating entity
can be reimbursed for up to 50 percent of the easement cost and a portion of eligible transaction
costs. Once an easement is in place, the cooperating entity will assist with monitoring and
enforcement of the easement provisions into the future.
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Rezone Reminder

On January 1, 2010, Chapter 91 of the Wisconsin Statutes required local zoning authorities to collect
conversion fees from any person requesting a rezone of land out of a certified farmland preservation
zoning district. This requirement applies whether the local zoning authority is operating under an
ordinance certified (and still in effect) under the previous farmland preservation law or whether the
ordinance has been updated to meet new statutory requirements.

The conversion fee is calculated by multiplying by 3 the highest value category of tillable cropland
for the municipality where the rezoned acres are located. These values can be found at the following
link: http://www.revenue.wi.gov/report/a.html. The local zoning authority may specify a greater
amount in it's ordinance and retain that extra amount to use for costs related to farmland
preservation planning, zoning, or compliance monitoring.

By March 1, 2011 local zoning authorities must provide a report of the number of acres rezoned
out of a certified district for 2010. The report should only include acres that are rezoned in response
to an individual request for rezone. If a local zoning authority removed acres from a certified district
in 2010 as part of a comprehensive revision to its ordinance, the acres rezoned as a result of the
revision are not subject to the conversion fee and do not need to be reported.

A map should be provided showing the location of the rezoned acres, the total amount of state
conversion fees collected, and a check made payable to the DATCP, for the amount of the state
conversion fees. The department is no longer requesting that local zoning authorities submit the
corresponding spatial data location used to create the rezoning map. Instead, the department
requests that the local zoning authorities submit a list of the parcel numbers rezoned out of the
certified farmland preservation zoning district.

Forms can be found on the department’s website: http://www.datcp.state.wi.us/workinglands/
conversion fee.jsp. There is a required annual rezoning report form, two optional forms for
requesting and recording rezones, and an instruction sheet. The posted forms have been updated
since the beginning of the year and the required form is now a spreadsheet that includes two tabbed
worksheets— one for stating the summary of rezones for 2010 and a second for recording individual
parcels rezoned. Though the department will accept any rezone reports on the previous forms, it is
encouraged to use the updated forms.

Harvest time in Bayfield, WI
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Wisconsin Towns Association Land Use Planning Workshops

The Wisconsin Towns Association is sponsoring five statewide workshops covering local planning is-
sues and ordinance development, including farmland preservation zoning ordinance development as
part of the Working Lands Initiative. Workshop content will be geared towards Town and Village
plan commissions, along with other Town and Village officers involved in plan and ordinance creation
and adoption. County staff and officials are also welcome to attend. Speakers will include land use
professionals from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point,
the Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection, and the Wisconsin Towns Associa-
tion. Speakers will discuss:

¢ Local Plan Commissions

¢ Local Ordinance Development

¢ Comprehensive Planning

¢ Local Planning for the Working Lands Initiative

Workshops run from 8:00 am until 3:00 pm. Register by contacting the Wisconsin Towns Association
at 715-526-3157.

Thursday, December 2nd Monday, December 6th Tuesday, December 14th
Holiday Inn Express/ Janesville Holiday Inn Fond du Lac Kalahari Resort & Convention
Convention Center 625 W. Rolling Meadows Drive ~ Center
3011 Wellington Place Fond du Lac, WI 1305 Kalahari Drive
Janesville, WI Wisconsin Dells, WI
Thursday, December 16th Friday, December 17th
Sleep Inn & Conference Center New Holiday Inn Hotel & Convention Center
5872 33rd Avenue 1001 Amber Avenue
Eau Claire, WI Stevens Point, WI

Application for Farmland Preservation Agreement Now Available

Application materials to enter into a Farmland Preservation Agreement with the state are now
available online. Only landowners located within a state-designated Agricultural Enterprise Area
(AEA) are eligible to apply for one of these agreements to claim the farmland preservation tax credit.
The farmland preservation tax credit for landowners under an agreement is equal to $5/acre ($10/
acre if the land is also under farmland preservation zoning). The agreement requires that the land
must be kept in agricultural use for at least 15 years and must meet the state soil and water
conservation standards.

Agricultural Enterprise Areas must be designated by state administrative rule. Eligible landowners in
areas designated by rule in 2010 may sign agreements with the state beginning January 1, 2011.
Maps of the designated areas may be found on the department's website at http://
www.datcp.state.wi.us/workinglands/map.jsp. These maps can aid landowners in determining
whether they are located within one of the 12 designated areas and therefore eligible to enter into
an agreement.

Please contact Sandy Weisensel at (608) 224-4603 or at Sandy.Weisensel@wisconsin.gov if you
have any questions about farmland preservation agreements and Coreen Fallat at (608) 224-4625 or
Coreen.Fallat@wisconsin.gov if you have any question about AEAs .
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Working Lands Calendar

Tuesday, November 30th

DATCP Farmland Preservation
Planning Workshop

Town of Washington, Eau Claire County

Tuesday, November 30th

Agricultural Enterprise Areas
Janesville, Rock County

Thursday, December 2nd

WTA Land Use Planning Workshop
Janesville, Rock County

Monday, December 6th

WTA Land Use Planning Workshop
Fond du Lac, Fond du Lac County

Tuesday, December 14th

WTA Land Use Planning Workshop
Wisconsin Dells, Columbia County

Thursday, December 16th

WTA Land Use Planning Workshop
Eau Claire, Eau Claire County

Friday, December 17th

WTA Land Use Planning Workshop
Stevens Point, Portage County

Wednesday, January 13th

American Farmland Trust/Gathering Waters
Conservancy PACE Workshop

Sheboygan, Sheboygan County

Thursday, February 24th

American Farmland Trust/Gathering Waters
Conservancy PACE Workshop

Green Bay, Brown County

Requests for Information or Speakers

DATCP has made a concerted effort to distribute information and provide assistance regarding the
Working Lands Initiative and will continue to do so. If you would like to request assistance from
DATCP staff or a speaker to present information in your area, please contact Colleen Hoesly at
Colleen.Hoesly@Wisconsin.gov. Please be prepared to provide the following information with your

request:

+ Intended audience
+ Expected number of attendees

+ Date, time and location of meeting

+ Time allotted for presentation, questions and answers

+ Specific topics or information to be discussed




Working Lands Staff Announcements

Mark Jenks has recently joined the Bureau of Land and Water Resources as an Environmental
Analysis and Review Specialist. He received his bachelor’s degree in Conservation and Biology from
Carthage College in Kenosha, Wisconsin, and a master’s degree in Water Resources Management
from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Prior to joining DATCP, Mark spent nearly 20 years
working on a variety of natural resources management issues at the local level and for the last
several years has taught environmental science to students in middle school through the college
level. The department is glad to have Mark and the variety of experience he brings to the Working
Lands team!

After working for more than 4 years in the Bureau of Land and Water Resources, Sara Walling has
recently taken a position in the DATCP Office of the Secretary as a Budget and Policy Analyst. In
her new position, Sara will be responsible for providing analysis on bioenergy, climate change, and
environmental policy of significance to the department, as well as providing staffing support to the
newly created Bioenergy Council. Additionally, she will support the Division of Agricultural Resource
Management and the Division of Animal Health regarding biennial budget issues and initiatives.

Working Lands Materials Available Online

Now available on the Working Lands website (http://workinglands.wi.gov):

¢ 2011 PACE Application Materials and Instructions

o PACE Draft Agricultural Conservation Easement Agreement

¢ Maps of Designated AEAs

¢ 2011 AEA Petition Materials

¢ Farmland Preservation Agreement Application and Instructions

¢ Model Farmland Preservation Zoning Ordinance

¢ Rezone Reporting Forms

Please check back often as new materials are posted as they are developed.
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