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Steering Committee Meeting Highlights 

In June 2008, the Working Lands Steering Committee reconvened to discuss recent 
local activities and to receive updates from the Department of Agriculture, Trade 
and Consumer Protection on the progress made to advance steering committee 
recommendations through the Working Lands Initiative Proposal. 

Committee members commented that a growing number of individuals are aware 
of the value of the state’s working lands as a local source of food, energy and fuel.  
Members highlighted a number of factors that are critical for advancing the 
Working Lands Initiative proposal, including: 

♦ Continue to foster support for the proposal from the ground up, 

♦ Identify opportunities to highlight shared interests among diverse groups, 

♦ Encourage support from non-governmental entities, 

♦ Coordinate working lands efforts with other planning activities to ensure a 
balance between all land use needs, 

♦ Highlight economic benefits from protection of working lands, especially those 
in agricultural enterprise areas, and 

♦ Strengthen public outreach and education efforts. 

The department continues to consider these factors as it works to advance the 
Working Lands Initiative Proposal.  Future plans include cooperation with UW-
Extension to offer a third Ultimate Land Use Study Tour in October, described on 
page 2, hosting a series of stakeholder meetings this fall, described on page 3, and 
working cooperatively with the American Farmland Trust to help local sponsors 
host workshops designed to explore land use issues and land protection strategies, 
described on page 4.  
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Lessons from Maryland, New Jersey and Pennsylvania. 
What will development bring for your landscape, your 
community, and your economy?  What innovative tools are 
available to address the “sticky” land use issues?  What roles 
should local governments play in the land use arena?  These 
and a plethora of other questions will be addressed during the  
Ultimate Land Use Study Tour, October 15 - 20, 2008.  
The educational tour examines land use tools, as well as 
agriculture and urban development programs in the states of 
Maryland, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania.  It will be the third 
tour from Wisconsin organized by University of Wisconsin-
Extension. 

The next Ultimate Land Use Study Tour is scheduled for October 
15-20, 2008.  The cost is $950 per person, including airfare, 
meals, lodging and materials.  Registration runs until September 10th or when the tour is sold out (there are 
only 50 seats available).  More information on the tour, including an itinerary and testimonials, and the 
registration form can be found at http://www.datcp.state.wi.us/registration/landusestudy. For registration 
questions, please call Peggy Haker, at 608-224-5041. 

The goal of the tour is to increase awareness, knowledge, and understanding of innovative land use 
implementation tools and expand leadership to enable pursuit of these techniques in communities that desire 
to do so.  It is based on a highly successful program initiated in 1998 by the Michigan Rural Development 
Council and Scott Everett of the American Farmland Trust Great Lakes regional office.  Mike Koles, Waupaca 
County UW-Extension Community Development Educator, who is helping to coordinate the tour, feels that 
adults learn best by getting involved.  “In education, we have a saying.  Tell students and they will forget; 

show them and they will remember; involve them and they’ll 
understand.  The topic of alternative implementation tools is one 
that you can talk about until you’re blue in the face, but until you 
actually talk to the farmers and developers that are using the 
tools, talking is almost meaningless”. 

The tour focuses on these states because they are nationally 
recognized as leaders in the use of Purchase of Development 
Rights (PDR) and Transfer of Development Rights (TDR) 
programs, as well as the strategies that provide the foundation for 
their use, such as: comprehensive land use plans, adequate public 
facilities requirements, and urban growth boundaries. Wisconsin 
Secretary of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection, Rod 
Nilsestuen, participated in the first tour and concurs that this is a 
unique learning opportunity.  "Communities in the East, where 
development pressures have been far greater than in Wisconsin, 
have had 30 years of experience in determining what works and 

what doesn't.  The Ultimate Land Use Study Tour is the fastest and best way I know to see this up close and 
ask your own questions directly of farmers, local government leaders and developers!  If you want to really 
help your community and Wisconsin be green and grow, join other leaders from across Wisconsin on this great 
tour!" 
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Announcing the Upcoming Ultimate Land Use Study Tour III 
October 15 - 20, 2008 

Ned Cueman, Carroll County (MD) Land 
Trust, and Rod Nilsestuen, Secretary of WI 

Department of Agriculture Trade and 
Consumer Protection discuss their working 

lands preservation efforts. 

Jason Myers speaks with participants about 
his preserved dairy farm and how the next 
generation is taking over the operation. 

http://www.datcp.state.wi.us/registration/landusestudy/�


Stakeholder Meetings to Provide Forum for Working Lands Initiative Proposal 

Stakeholder groups throughout the state will be given the opportunity to meet with representatives of the 
Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection to learn more about the details of the Working 
Lands Proposal.  The department plans to host a series of stakeholder meetings throughout August, 
September and October.  The meetings will be designed to provide information about the proposal, but will 
also serve as an important forum to receive feedback from local and statewide stakeholder groups.   The main 
components of the proposal include: 

♦ Modernizing the Farmland Preservation Program through updated planning and zoning standards 

♦ Expanding and simplifying the current farmland preservation tax credit available through the Farmland 
Preservation Program 

♦ Establishing local planning grants to offset the costs of updating a farmland preservation plan 

♦ Creating a program for the purchase of agricultural conservation easements (PACE) to provide cost share 
grants to local governments, land trusts and other qualifying organizations to secure development rights  
on farmland of voluntary landowner participants 

♦ Establishing pilot grants to assist in developing agricultural enterprise areas where owners of contiguous 
areas of farmland could voluntarily enter into agreements with the state to protect these lands from 
development 

For more information on the stakeholder meetings, please contact DATCPWorkingLands@Wisconsin.gov.  
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Website Updates for August 

Now Available 

♦ Previous Newsletters 

♦ New Section Added!  “Working Lands Initiative in the Press.”  

♦ "Secretary of agriculture listens to ideas for protecting farmland." Wisconsin State 
Farmer, July 18, 2008. 

♦ Registration Information for the Ultimate Land Use Study Tour.” 

Coming Soon   

♦ Application material for Local Land Use Workshops 

 http://www.datcp.state.wi.us/workinglands/index.jsp 
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Applications for Technical Assistance to Host Local Workshops Accepted Soon 

Local sponsors will soon be able to submit an application to receive technical services from American Farmland 
Trust to host an educational workshop dedicated to land use issues including land protection strategies.  
Through a successful proposal, applicants will be eligible for assistance from the American Farmland Trust and 
the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection in coordinating and presenting a 
local workshop.   

Assistance to the successful applicant includes a presentation by Scott Everett of American Farmland Trust 
(AFT) on specifically identified land use and land protection tools such as land use planning, agricultural 
zoning, purchase of agricultural conservation easements, and transfer of development rights.  Everett is the 
director of American Farmland Trust’s Michigan State Office and has experience with educational workshops 
targeted to a diverse audience including elected officials, landowners, farmers and others.   Everett assists 
with other AFT projects and initiatives which include the Ultimate Land Use Study Tour, the development and 
implementation of an Agricultural Easement Purchase Program in Ohio, and efforts to strengthen Michigan’s 
farmland protection programs and policies.  Rod Nilsestuen, Secretary of the Department of Agriculture, Trade 
and Consumer Protection, states that “hosting these workshops will provide a local area with a unique 
opportunity to hear from one of the foremost experts in the field of land use protection.  These workshops can 
provide a significant educational opportunity for local leaders, and help to advance local land protection 
initiatives.”   

Application Information 

A request for applications will be distributed to interested local governments, organizations and groups soon, 
and will also be available on the working lands website.  Priority will be granted to co-sponsors whose 
application indicates that the workshop will have a regional, multiple county, or multiple local jurisdiction 
audience.  Co-sponsors should be prepared to identify the topics of most interest to their proposed audience.  
In addition, co-sponsors will need to specifically identify past efforts to address land use and protection of 
farmland, or be able to describe the near term and long term goals of the co-sponsors to address land use and 
protection of farmland.   

The target date for conducting workshops is between November 1, 2008 and March 31, 2009.   The 
application and instructions for hosting workshops will soon be available on the working lands website.   

Calendar of Events 

♦ August 2008—October 2008:  Stakeholder Meetings on 
Working Lands Initiative Proposal 

♦ October 15—20, 2008:  Ultimate Land Use Study Tour III, 
Maryland, New Jersey and Pennsylvania 

♦ November 1, 2008—March 31, 2009:  Local Workshops on 
Land Use and Protection Strategies 
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Protecting Farmland in Rock County 
By:    John Lader, Chairman, Rock County Towns Association 
 Scott Heinig, Rock County Planning and Development Director 
 
Rock County has long been one of Wisconsin’s leading agricultural counties.  Our area is blessed with rich 
soils, and as such, our area is a leader in corn and soybean production.  We also have large acreage devoted 
to canning crops and mint production.  Located in an area of significant urban growth centrally located 
between Milwaukee, Chicago, Rockford and Madison, our County is bisected by I-90.  The increasing pressure 
to develop our rich farmland has been a reality of our location for several years.  

Concerned about the loss of our quality soils and agricultural heritage, 
Rock County policy makers attended the 2007 “Growing Wisconsin:  A 
Workshop on How to Sustain our Working Lands” in force.  County 
Planning and Development staff, County Board Members, Land 
Conservation staff and Town Officials all came away impressed with 
the opportunities available to preserve farmland. 

We learned how Purchase of Development Right (PDR) programs have 
been used in states like Pennsylvania and Maryland to preserve 
farmland and open spaces, and to maintain land prices and still allow 
for controlled, managed growth of the urban areas. 

As such, we began to meet and discuss what might be applicable to Rock County.  We already knew that 
many of our municipalities had conducted Smart Growth surveys that indicated strong support for the 
preservation of farmland and open spaces.  We therefore decided to hold a public forum jointly sponsored by 
both Rock County and the Towns Association on the concept of Purchase of Development Rights.  Our goal 
was to educate community leaders and individuals on the concept and gauge the interest of those who would 
be shareholders in any proposal. 

The Forum on PDR’s was held on May 20, 2008.  Over one hundred-twenty people attended the meeting to 
listen to the diverse group of local presenters actively involved in 
various aspects of land preservation and Purchase of Development 
Rights.  Those in attendance were representatives from all twenty 
towns, 23 of 29 County Board Members, real estate agents and other 
interested citizens. 

We believe the concept of PDR was well received by those in 
attendance.  A survey will be developed and mailed to each Town 
Chairperson and County Board Member for additional feedback.  Each 
Town has also been asked to agenda the concept of PDR’s and 
provide feedback at the next Towns Association meeting in July.  We 
also intend to invite, and if necessary, meet one-on-one with City and 
Village leaders to receive their input and suggestions as well. 

We believe that if each community in Rock County is working together as one coalition of governments, we 
can provide successful leadership toward the preservation of farmland and open spaces while maintaining 
managed, orderly growth and increased tax base in our urban areas. 
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Do you have a unique experience or story to share?   

Email DATCPWorkingLands@wisconsin.gov 

Photo by Anne Miller, Rock County  

Photo by Anne Miller, Rock County  
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