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State Now Accepting Applications for 2010                   
Purchase of Agricultural Conservation Easement Funding 

Qualified entities may now submit applications to the Department of 
Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection for the purchase of agricultural 
conservation easements (PACE). Application materials must be submitted 
by June 1st, 2010, using the application form found on the DATCP 
Working Lands website: http://workinglands.wi.gov.   

Landowners may not apply for PACE funding directly. Instead, DATCP will 
work with cooperating entities to purchase permanent easements from 
willing landowners. The landowner retains ownership, but the easement 
restricts non-agricultural development of the affected land. DATCP and the 
cooperating entity will jointly hold the easement.   

To be eligible for consideration of PACE funding, the following criteria must 
be met: 

 The property must be located in a farmland preservation area identified 
in a certified county farmland preservation plan 

 A qualified farm conservation plan must be in effect for the property 

 At least fifty percent of the property must be cropland, pasture or 
grassland 

 The landowner must meet the definition of a farm and the Gross Farm 
Revenue minimum as stated in ss. 71.613 (1) (d) and (g), Wis. Stats.   

 All owners of the property must sign a statement indicating their 
willingness to convey the proposed agricultural conservation easement 

DATCP will evaluate applications using a set of established ranking criteria 
and through consultation with the PACE Advisory Council. Preliminary 
approval of selected applications will be announced by August 1, 2010. A 
cooperating entity that receives preliminary approval must submit 
additional information before a grant contract can be signed.   

For PACE application questions, contact Lisa Schultz at 
LisaJ.Schultz@Wisconsin.gov or (608) 224-4604.   

Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection 
Rod Nilsestuen, Secretary 
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PACE Workshops Planned for Spring 2010 

Local governments and conservation groups are partnering with the Department of Agriculture, 
Trade and Consumer Protection to educate landowners and local officials about the Wisconsin PACE 
program. Approximately 5 to 6 workshops will be held throughout Wisconsin during the month of 
April.  

Attendees will learn about:  

 Land conservation options 
 Conservation easements, specifically agricultural conservation easements 
 The easement “process” and timelines 
 The DATCP PACE program and the PACE Council 
 PACE application information and program deadlines 

 
In addition to local support, promotion and partnership for the sessions are provided by the 
American Farmland Trust, the Gathering Waters Conservancy, the Wisconsin Counties Association, 
and the Wisconsin Towns Association. 

More details regarding workshop location and registration will be available in the coming weeks.  If 
you are interested in attending a PACE workshop, please contact Lisa Schultz at 
LisaJ.Schultz@Wisconsin.gov. 

Agricultural Enterprise Area Petition Period Closed 

Friday, February 26, marked the deadline for interested landowners to submit petitions for 
Agricultural Enterprise Area (AEA) designation. AEAs are contiguous blocks of land, primarily in 
agricultural use, and locally targeted for agricultural preservation and development. Once 
designated, eligible farmers owning land inside the AEA may enter into voluntary farmland 
preservation agreements with the state — enabling the landowners to receive tax credits in 
exchange for agreeing to keep their farm in agricultural use for at least 15 years. 

In response to its first-ever call for petitions, the Department received twelve requests for 
designation totaling over 220,000 acres.  During the pilot program, the Department is only 
authorized to designate a maximum of 200,000 acres or 15 AEAs by January 1, 2012.  After January 
1, 2012, the Department may designate up to 1 million acres.  Successful petitions will be 
determined through a competitive review process.  (“AEA Petition” continued on page 3) 
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Working Lands Materials Available Online 

Now available on the Working Lands website (http://workinglands.wi.gov): 

 Applications and supporting materials for PACE funding  

 Conservation Compliance materials for local government use 

 Information regarding conversion fees, planning, tax credits, AEAs, and PACE 

We remind you to check the website frequently for additional resources.  New materials are 
posted as they are developed. 

http://workinglands.wi.gov�
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Agricultural Enterprise Area Petition, continued 

The 12 petitions were received from counties located throughout the state, including Rock, Dane, 
Dodge, Waukesha, Jefferson counties in southern Wisconsin, Chippewa, Polk and St. Croix counties 
in western Wisconsin, Shawano and Langlade counties in north-eastern Wisconsin and Bayfield 
County in northern Wisconsin. In total, over 150 landowners signed the petitions submitted for 
consideration, in addition to signatures from the local governments where the proposed AEAs are 
located.   

An evaluation team will spend the next few months evaluating the petitions and will make 
recommendations for designation.  After petitions are selected by the Department, the area must be 
officially designated through Wisconsin’s administrative rule process.  The Department is authorized 
to use a modified “emergency” rule process that shortens the timeframe for designation.  This 
process requires a public hearing, publication of the rule in the official state newspaper, and 
notification of all state legislators.  After the process is complete, the designations will go into effect 
after January 1, 2011.  For questions related to Agricultural Enterprise Areas, contact Coreen Fallat 
at Coreen.Fallat@Wisconsin.gov. 

Best Wishes to Dave Jelinski 

After 30 years of service to the State of Wisconsin (25 years of the service at DATCP), Dave Jelinksi 
left his position as director of the Land and Water Resources Bureau for a position as the 
government affairs director with the Wisconsin Dairy Business Association. Dave played an 
instrumental role in the development, support, and implementation of the Working Lands Initiative, 
as well as many other programs at DATCP.   
 
Until the position of bureau director is filled, Kathy Pielsticker, the administrator for the Division of 
Agricultural Resource Management at DATCP, will serve as the contact for the Bureau.  In addition 
to serving the past five years as administrator of the Division of Agricultural Resource Management, 
Kathy worked for 18 years for the United States Department of Agriculture-Natural Resource 
Conservation Service in Illinois, Michigan, Iowa and as Wisconsin’s Deputy State Conservationist.   

Thank you Dave for your contribution to the Working Lands Initiative and to agriculture in Wisconsin!  

Working Lands Initiative Featured in Wisconsin Lawyer Magazine  

In an effort to continue to reach out to stakeholders and affected citizens, DATCP chief legal 
counsel, Jim Matson, has authored an article regarding the Working Lands Initiative which was 
recently published in the December 2009 issue of the Wisconsin Lawyer magazine. This publication 
is widely read by licensed attorneys in the state of Wisconsin who in turn represent the landowners, 
organizations, and local governments that are essential to the success of the Working Lands 
Initiative.   

The article not only provides accurate information to the legal community, but also provides a clear, 
concise description of the components of the new Working Lands Initiative. To view the article, click 
the following link to visit the State Bar website. 

This information is reprinted with permission of the December 2009 Wisconsin Lawyer,  

the official publication of the State Bar of Wisconsin, and the author.   

http://www.wisbar.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Wisconsin_Lawyer&template=/CM/ContentDisplay.cfm&contentid=88733�


Working Lands Calendar 

March 1, 2010 
Winnebago County Working Lands Workshop 
Oshkosh, WI  

March 1, 2010  
Rock County PACE Committee 
Janesville, WI  

March 4, 2010 
Fond du Lac Towns Association 
Working Lands Presentation 
Rosendale, WI  

March 4, 2010 
Wisconsin American Planning Association 
Annual Conference  
Madison, WI 

March 4, 2010 
Wisconsin Association of Land Conservation  
Employees Annual Conference  
La Crosse, WI  

March 10, 2010 
Outagamie County Towns and Landowners 
Working Lands Presentation 
Greenville, WI 

March 10, 2010 
Grant County Working Lands Workshop 
Lancaster, WI  

March 18, 2010  
PACE Council Meeting 
Madison, WI  

March 23 
Town of Oconomowoc PACE Meeting  
Oconomowoc, WI 

March 25, 2010  
Washington and Ozaukee Counties 
Working Lands Presentation  
Saukville, WI 

March 26, 2010  
WI County Code Administrators Conference 
Working Lands Presentation 
Wausau, WI 

April 1, 2010 
Land Conservation Partnership  
of Ozaukee County 
Saukville, WI  

April 7, 2010 
Waupaca County PACE Meeting 
Waupaca, WI 

April 9-10, 2010 
Gathering Waters 
Conservancy  
Land Trust Retreat 
Wausau, WI 
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Requests for Information or Speakers  

The Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection has made a concerted effort to 
distribute information and provide assistance regarding the Working Lands Initiative and will 
continue to do so.  If you would like to request assistance from DATCP staff or a speaker to present 
information in your area, please contact Alison Volk at Alison.Volk@Wisconsin.gov.  Please be 
prepared to provide the following information with your request: 

 Intended audience 
 Expected number of attendees 

 Date, time and location of meeting 
 Time allotted for presentation, questions and answers 
 Specific topics or information to be discussed 
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