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For more information on Wisconsin’s Working Lands Initiative:  
Website:  http://workinglands.wi.gov 

E-mail:  DATCPWorkingLands@Wisconsin.gov   

Five New Agricultural Enterprise Areas Recommended 

Just over 140,000 acres in Wisconsin have been recommended to 
become part of the Agricultural Enterprise Area program, where 
connecting blocks of mainly agricultural land are targeted for agricultural 
preservation and agricultural development by local communities. 
Following an evaluation, five areas were recommended to receive official 
designation as AEAs. Recommended areas had petitions jointly submitted 
by more than 250 landowners, 12 towns, and 4 county governments. The 
five AEAs recommended for designation are: 

 Burnett AEA, Dodge County: There are existing cooperative ventures 
between landowners in the area and a strong agricultural 
infrastructure.  In recent years, many investments have been made to 
farms and related agricultural businesses.   

 Fairfield AEA, Sauk County:  This area with its highly productive muck 
soils supports a diverse production of vegetables, mint, and corn. 
There is strong public and private partnership that supports 
agriculture while protecting existing wildlife resources. 

 Heart of America’s Dairyland, Clark County: A leader in dairy 
production, this area also supports vegetables, fruit, nursery and 
bedding plants. Potential local partnerships include economic 
development corporations, an agribusiness park and the Central 
Wisconsin Agribusiness Innovation Center.   

 Hilbert Ag Land on Track, Calumet County: Many cooperative efforts 
exist, such as joint marketing and purchasing plans for dairy feed and 
forage and the area has a new facility for pelletizing baled alfalfa. 
Strong partnerships with the local technical college, dairy promotion 
board and forage council also exist.    

 Trenton AEA, Dodge County: This is a strong cash-cropping area with 
livestock and vegetables operations that go to processing facilities, 
and agribusinesses such as ethanol plants,  Continued  on next page 
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AEAs, cont.   
corn milling, and agricultural cooperatives.  By leveraging existing strong land use protections to en-
sure continued agricultural land use, the petitioners hope to spur local, regional and statewide agri-
cultural growth.   

To become officially designated, the recommended areas must go through a public rule making 
process.  Designations are anticipated to take effect January 1, 2012.   

Once designated, landowners within the area can choose to enter into a 15-year farmland preserva-
tion agreement with the state. Landowners with an agreement can claim an income tax credit worth 
$5 per acre, or $10 per acre if the land is also within a certified farmland preservation zoning dis-
trict.  In exchange for this tax credit, the landowner voluntarily commits to maintain their land in ag-
ricultural use for 15 years.   

For more information about Agricultural Enterprise Areas or Farmland Preservation Agreements,  
contact Coreen Fallat at: Coreen.Fallat@Wisconsin.gov.  
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Working Lands Staff Announcements 

Jim Matson, chief legal counsel for DATCP recently retired after 36 years of service.  Jim played an 
instrumental role in the creation and implementation of the Working Lands Initiative, along with 
many other DATCP programs including the Livestock Facility Siting law.  From departmental rules to 
ATCP Board meetings, Jim worked quietly and tirelessly to maintain the high quality of our 
department’s activities. 

Reid Klopp, a DATCP attorney, recently retired after 34 years of state service.  Reid was intimately 
involved with the creation of the original DATCP farmland preservation program in the 1970’s and 
more recently provided guidance and review for creation of the Purchase of Agricultural 
Conservation Easement program.   

Sandy Weisensel, a farmland preservation specialist on the Working Lands Team will retire on 
June 16th after 38 years of state service.  Sandy provided careful guidance to thousands of farmers 
interested in preserving land for agriculture under farmland preservation agreements as well as 
agreements and easements related to the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP).   

Ed Odgers, chief of the Conservation Engineering Section, will retire later this summer after 26 
years of state service.  Ed is respected and recognized statewide as one of the leading experts in 
agricultural and conservation engineering.  Ed also combined wise judgment with his strong 
technical knowledge, making him an invaluable resource to many.   

The Working Lands Team will miss the enthusiasm, quality service, and far-reaching institutional 
knowledge that Jim, Reid, Sandy and Ed have consistently brought to DATCP and citizens 
throughout the state.  We wish you the best with your future endeavors and hope you take some 
much deserved time to enjoy the outstanding Wisconsin resources you have helped to promote and 
protect over a combined 134 years of service!  Congratulations! 

mailto:Coreen.Fallat@Wisconsin.gov�
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The Power of Place:  Working Lands and the Livestock Facility Siting Law 

The Working Lands Initiative was created to save farmland, protect the environment, and minimize 
land-use conflicts for all of Wisconsin agriculture regardless of farm size, type, or commodity 
produced.  Wisconsin depends on the diversity of its farms and agricultural businesses to provide a 
secure food supply, economic stability, and the high quality of life we enjoy in this state. However, 
as Wisconsin’s population grows, communities will have to rely on sound planning and wise decisions 
to avoid land use conflicts.  Communities committed to agriculture will need to take the appropriate 
steps to plan for the growth and modernization necessary to keep Wisconsin’s dairy, beef, poultry 
and pork producers profitable and responsible.   

Local officials can use farmland preservation planning as the basis for determining where agriculture 
should thrive based on physical characteristics of the land, population trends, and local goals.  
Farmland preservation zoning is one of many tools local governments can use to put a land use plan 
into action and ensure a land base will be available in the future to support agricultural activities.   

To supplement agricultural zoning objectives, local officials may also choose to regulate the manure 
and odor management activities of new and expanding livestock operations over 500 animal units 
(about 350 milking cows) under the provisions of the state Livestock Facility Siting law and rule.  
The siting law was developed to establish a predictable permitting process that balances the needs 
of local communities, livestock producers and environmental protection.  The rule establishes a clear 
set of state standards for how producers must design and manage their manure storage and land 
applications, runoff controls, and odors from the facility.  The siting rule may be locally enforced in a 
zoning ordinance as a conditional use permit, or it can be adopted independently of zoning 
regulation through a licensing ordinance.  In either case producers must comply with the state 
manure management standards and local officials must use the new siting procedures for evaluating 
applications for a permit.    

Implementation of these standards via a local permitting process is a voluntary option for counties 
and towns.  Over 20 counties and 40 towns have elected to require local permits since the siting rule 
became effective in 2006.  This has provided a predictable process for over 70 livestock facilities to 
secure a permit based on compliance with state requirements.  Clear local rules and expectations 
allow farmers to plan their business growth in an environmentally and socially responsible manner, 
which can provide a positive outcome for communities, citizens, agriculture, and the environment.   

For more information about Livestock Siting, contact Mike Murray at: Michael.Murray@Wisconsin.gov 

mailto:Michael.Murray@Wisconsin.gov�
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Recent Farmland Preservation Planning and Zoning Certifications  

July 2011 will mark the two year anniversary of the passage of the Working Lands Initiative into 
state law.  A number of counties, towns, and other municipalities have worked within their 
communities to revise farmland preservation plans and farmland preservation zoning ordinances.  
The following local governments have successfully completed the department’s certification review 
under the new Working Lands Initiative standards. For questions about farmland preservation 
certifications, contact Alison Volk at:  Alison.Volk@Wisconsin.gov.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Local Government Certification Received  

Town of Bayfield (Bayfield County)  Plan Map 

Calumet County Plan Text and Map 

Calumet County Ordinance Text and Map 

Town of Oregon (Dane County) Plan Map and Ordinance Map 

Town of Elba (Dodge County) Ordinance Text and Map 

Town of Herman (Dodge County) Ordinance Text and Map 

Door County Ordinance Text  

Town of Clay Banks (Door County) Plan Map and Ordinance Map 

Town of Lamartine (Fond du Lac County) Ordinance Text and Map 

Town of Oakfield (Fond du Lac County) Ordinance Text and Map 

Grant County Plan Text and Map 

Town of Holland (Sheboygan County) Ordinance Text and Map 

Town of Franklin (Manitowoc County) Ordinance Text  

Town of Auburn (Fond du Lac County) Ordinance Text  

Town of Eden (Fond du Lac County) Ordinance Text 

Town of Byron (Fond du Lac County) Ordinance Text and Map 

City of Fitchburg (Dane County) Plan Map 

*Farmland Preservation Planning and Zoning Reminder* 

Local governments currently updating plans and ordinances are encouraged to submit preliminary 
materials to DATCP for an informal review. Preliminary review by DATCP staff will provide local 
governments additional information regarding certification requirements, processes, and timelines 
and help ensure a smooth and timely certification.   

Requests for Information or Speakers  

DATCP has made a concerted effort to distribute information and provide assistance regarding the 
Working Lands Initiative and will continue to do so.  If you would like to request assistance from 

DATCP staff or a speaker to present information in your area, please contact Lisa Schultz at 
LisaJ.Schultz@Wisconsin.gov.   

mailto:Alison.Volk@Wisconsin.gov�
mailto:LisaJ.Schultz@Wisconsin.gov�
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