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For more information on Wisconsin’s Working Lands Initiative:  
Website:  http://workinglands.wi.gov 

E-mail:  DATCPWorkingLands@Wisconsin.gov   

Wisconsin’s First Agricultural Enterprise Areas 
Recommended for Designation by Administrative Rule 

An evaluation team has recommended that twelve areas in Wisconsin 
covering just under 200,000 acres be officially designated as 
agricultural enterprise areas (AEAs) through a state rule-making 
process.   Pending approval by the DATCP board, DATCP will begin an 
expedited rule-making process this summer which will include a public 
hearing on the proposed AEAs.  The rule will be signed later this year 
so that the designations become effective on January 1, 2011.  

The AEAs are contiguous blocks of mainly agricultural land targeted for 
agricultural preservation and agricultural development by the local 
communities.   A table listing the recommended areas can be found on 
page 2 and detailed maps of the areas can be found at http://
www.datcp.state.wi.us/workinglands/aea.jsp.  

The petitions submitted to the state agriculture department for 
consideration were signed by more than 150 landowners, 27 town 
governments and 11 county governments in Bayfield, Chippewa, Dane, 
Dodge, Jefferson, Langlade, Polk, Rock, St. Croix, Shawano and 
Waukesha counties.   

Designation of an agricultural enterprise area is a tool that the local 
community can use to help promote the future viability of existing 
agricultural and agriculture-related land use. Once an area is officially 
designated as an AEA, eligible farmers owning land within the area may 
enter into a farmland preservation agreement with the state. This 
enables the landowners to receive tax credits in exchange for agreeing 
to keep their farm in agricultural use for at least 15 years.  

For more information on AEAs, or to find out more about the farmland 
preservation, visit http://workinglands.wi.gov.  

Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection 
Rod Nilsestuen, Secretary 
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2811 Agriculture Drive  
PO Box 8911  

Madison, WI  53708   
DATCPWorkingLands@wisconsin.gov 
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AEA name County Town 

Antigo Flats Langlade 
Ackley, Antigo, Neva, Peck, Polar, 
Price, Rolling 

Ashippun/Oconomowoc Dodge and Waukesha Ashippun, Oconomowoc 

Bayfield Bayfield Bayfield 

Bloomer Area Chippewa Bloomer 

Cadott Area Chippewa Delmar, Goetz 

La Prairie Rock La Prairie 

Maple Grove Shawano Maple Grove 

Rush River Legacy St. Croix Rush River 

Scuppernong Jefferson Cold Spring, Hebron, Palmyra, Sullivan 

Squaw Lake Polk and St. Croix 
Alden, Farmington, Somerset,        
Star Prairie 

Town of Dunn Dane Dunn 

Windsor Dane Windsor 

First Purchase Of Agricultural Conservation Easement Application Period Closed 

Tuesday, June 1st, 2010 marked the deadline for cooperating entities to submit applications for the  
state’s Purchase of Agricultural Conservation Easement (PACE) funding.  In response to its first-ever 
call for PACE applications, the Department received 36 requests for funding totaling over 9,400 
acres.  For the first application round, the Department may provide up to 4 million dollars to fund up 
to 50 percent of proposed easement costs.    

Thirty-six applications were received for farms located throughout the state, including farms in Co-
lumbia County, Dane County, Dodge County, Iowa County, Jefferson County, La Crosse County, 
Marathon County, Waukesha County, and Waupaca County. 13 cooperating entities comprised of 7 
local governments and 6 local land trusts submitted applications on behalf of landowners.   

Evaluation teams will spend the month of June scoring the applications and will present the applica-
tion rankings to the PACE Advisory Council on July 15th.  After funding recommendations are made 
by the PACE Council, pre-approved applicants will be announced.  The Department will then contact 
cooperating entities to request additional information to move forward with the easement funding 
process.   Another call for PACE applications is anticipated in early 2011.   

For questions related to the Purchase of Agricultural Conservation Easements, visit                  
http://workinglands.wi.gov or contact Lisa Schultz at LisaJ.Schultz@Wisconsin.gov. 

http://www.datcp.state.wi.us/workinglands/index.jsp�


 3 

Working Lands Planning and Zoning Certifications  

Local governments in Wisconsin have been working hard to implement changes to local farmland 
preservation programs to accommodate the Working Lands Initiative despite decreased resources at 
all levels of government. A number of counties and towns have submitted applications to request 
certification for farmland preservation plans and farmland preservation zoning ordinances. Some of 
these requests are currently under review and some have received certification.  The first entities to 
receive certification under the new Working Lands Initiative are: 

Calumet County-  
Certification of the Calumet County Farmland Preservation Plan map and text  
        
Dodge County-  
Certification of an ordinance text amendment allowing the conditional use permit process for 
residential construction in certified Farmland Preservation Zoning districts 
 
Town of Lamartine (Fond du Lac County)-  
Certification of the Farmland Preservation Zoning Ordinance map and text 
 
Reminders for Submitting Farmland Preservation Applications for Certification 
 
 Be sure to follow the Map and Spatial Data Guidelines 
 
 Farmland Preservation Zoning Ordinances– Make sure all land included in certified zoning 

districts is located in the county farmland preservation plan area  
 
 Farmland Preservation Plans— the county farmland preservation area must be consistent with 

the local comprehensive planning 
 
A model zoning ordinance is now available from the department.  If you would like a copy of the 
model ordinance, send an e-mail to DATCPWorkingLands@wisconsin.gov.  The model will also be 
available online at http://workinglands.wi.gov.  
 
For other questions related to Farmland Preservation Plans and Zoning Ordinances, contact Lynne 
Hess at Lynne.Hess@Wisconsin.gov. 

Working Lands Materials Available Online 

Now available on the Working Lands website (http://workinglands.wi.gov): 

 Conservation compliance materials for local government use 

 Information regarding conversion fees, planning, tax credits, AEAs, and PACE 

We remind you to check the website frequently for additional resources.  New materials are 
posted as they are developed. 

mailto:DATCPWorkingLands@wisconsin.gov�
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Working Lands Calendar 

June 29, 2010 
Washington County Farmland Preservation Plan Kick-off Meeting 
Newburg, WI  

July 15, 2010 
PACE Council Meeting 
Madison, WI 
 
In early June, the department provide information related to the 
Working Lands Initiative to the following audiences: 
 Mississippi River Valley Regional Plan Commission 
 Certified Nutrient Management Planners 
 North Central Wisconsin Land and Water Conservation Associa-

tion  
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Requests for Information or Speakers  

The Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection has made a concerted effort to 
distribute information and provide assistance regarding the Working Lands Initiative and will 
continue to do so.  If you would like to request assistance from DATCP staff or a speaker to present 
information in your area, please contact Alison Volk at Alison.Volk@Wisconsin.gov.  Please be 
prepared to provide the following information with your request: 

 Intended audience 
 Expected number of attendees 

 Date, time and location of meeting 
 Time allotted for presentation, questions and answers 
 Specific topics or information to be discussed 

Attention Local Zoning Authorities:  Corrections Made to Rezoning Forms  

Last December, the department sent a packet of information on rezone requests to local zoning 
authorities.  This information included instructions for processing rezone requests, a form for 
reporting rezones to the department annually, and two forms designed to aid the zoning authority in 
processing and recording rezones.   

Several small corrections have been made to these forms and the updated forms are now available 
on our webpage at:  http://www.datcp.state.wi.us/workinglands/zoning.jsp.  These corrections 
include clarification of the formula for calculating the conversion fee.  The conversion fee is based 
upon the actual acreage requested for rezoning.  Zoning authorities are responsible for collecting 
conversion fees at the local level.  An annual report of rezone activity must be submitted to the 
department by March 1 of each year.  Contact the department if you have questions about the 
rezone process or annual reporting requirements. 

http://www.datcp.state.wi.us/workinglands/zoning.jsp�


Assisting with Conservation Compliance Requirements  

Farmers who wish to claim the farmland preservation tax credit must meet standards to protect soil 
and water resources.  Starting with tax year 2010, farmers may only claim this tax credit if they 
certify on their tax returns that they are in compliance with state conservation standards.  In order 
to certify compliance on a tax return, the farm:  

 Must comply with the NR 151 state agricultural performance standards and prohibitions 
incorporated into ATCP 50, or 

 Have a schedule of compliance designed to meet state conservation standards by a specific 
deadline not to extend beyond December 31, 2015. 

County conservation departments can help a farmer determine compliance status and help to 
develop a schedule for compliance with the standards.  In addition, under the new farmland 
preservation program, the county government is required to monitor farmer compliance with the 
standards at least once every 4 years.  Counties must meet the timeline listed in box below.     

DATCP will support county compliance assistance efforts and will help identify landowners who are 
claiming credits. This should help streamline county efforts to provide assistance and compliance 
checks to farmers actually in the program.  

Additional information and new forms to help implement compliance with the soil and water 
standards can be found at: http://www.datcp.state.wi.us/workinglands/soil-water_compliance.jsp.   

 

 

County Actions to Assist with Conservation Compliance Requirements (Timeline*) 

 Identify all FPP participants in the county (September 30, 2010) 

 Take steps to identify the compliance status of all FPP participants including those farmers 
who have or will need compliance schedules (annual certifications, meetings, mailings, site 
visits) (December 31, 2010) 

 Develop and implement a system to proactively engage FPP participants who need to 
address compliance issues (June 30, 2011) 

 Assist farmers with schedules of compliance (Each year from 2011-2015) 

 Complete the first round of farm inspections for all known FPP participants (December 31, 
2013) 

 All known FPP participants will be in compliance in order to continue receiving credits 
(December 31, 2015) 

*Individual county workloads may be considered, except where deadlines are required by law. 
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