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In This Issue Message from Secretary Nilsestuen

Wisconsin Working Lands Initiative Included
+ Message from in State Budget

the Secretary On Monday, June 29, 2009 Governor Doyle

signed Wisconsin’s state budget into law.

Information
* One of the highlights of the budget for our

Available on ) . .
DATCP Website agency was the inclusion of the Working
Lands Initiative. The Governor recognized
+ Upcoming the value of the state’s working lands, stating
Opportunities that "If we're going to continue to be a

thriving farm state, we're going to have to
protect our agricultural land."

This sentiment rings true, as agriculture is one of the state’s main
industries; providing food, fiber, and fuel for our citizens and for people
across the globe. With the inclusion of the Working Lands Initiative in this
budget, the importance of this industry continues to be recognized, and a
program is now in place that will help us continue to protect our state’s
working lands for the future.

This budget is the culmination of work began in earnest years ago. In
2005, I appointed the Working Lands Steering Committees to identify
options for protecting and preserving our state’s working lands. Many of
the recommendations made by the steering committee form the basis of
the components of the Working Lands Initiative in the budget. The budget
maintains and modernizes the state’s 30 year old farmland preservation
program, recognizing the importance of planning to address land use
challenges. Also included in the budget is the ability for farmers to work
together with local governments to establish agricultural enterprise areas.
A final major component is the creation of a state matching grant program
to purchase agricultural conservation easements to ensure, with
easements, that land is available for future agricultural use.

Website: http://workinglands.wi.gov
E-mail: DATCPWorkingLands@Wisconsin.gov
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Message from Secretary Nilsestuen (continued)

With the adoption of the Working Lands Initiative in the state budget, we now face the challenge of
implementing the new program. Our agency, in partnership with landowners, local governments
and other agencies and organizations throughout the state, is preparing for this challenge. Our goal
is to ensure that the Working Lands Initiative is able to successfully achieve the vision of protecting
and preserving working lands, while balancing the need for continued growth, and the protection of
our critical natural resources.

To do this, we will work with local governments to help them update and certify farmland
preservation plans and farmland preservation ordinances. We will accept petitions for the
designation of agricultural enterprise areas, and appoint a PACE advisory council to assist with the
award of matching grants for the purchase of agricultural conservation easements. We are also
committed to continuing to provide information and education to interested citizens and local
governments about how the Working Lands Initiative will affect them. These opportunities will be
through our participation at conferences and meetings, development of educational materials,
continued distribution of this newsletter, and maintenance of our website and e-mail.

We are grateful that we have these new opportunities and tools to protect working lands. We look
forward to continuing to work with the citizens of Wisconsin to protect and enhance Wisconsin’s
agricultural future.

-Rod Nilsestuen, Secretary

Information Available on DATCP Website

The Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection has informational resources
available on its website at http://workinglands.wi.gov. These resources are designed to provide
more information on the Wisconsin Working Lands Initiative. Additional materials related to
submitting a petition to form an agricultural enterprise area and requesting funding for purchase of
agricultural conservation easements will be posted as they are developed.

The following information is currently available online, or will be posted soon:
+ Statutory language for the Working Lands Initiative in the budget bill

+ Wisconsin Working Lands Program Summary

+ Farmland Preservation Tax Credit factsheet

¢ Agricultural Enterprise Area factsheet

¢ Purchase of Agricultural Conservation Easement factsheet

¢ Past issues of the “Working Lands Connection” newsletter

¢ Working lands in the press—related articles from press around the state

Wisconsin Working Lands Initiative Website: http://workinglands.wi.gov
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Upcoming Opportunities

The department intends to provide informational opportunities on the Working Lands Initiative to
help local governments and citizens to better understand the Working Lands Initiative. These
opportunities will be designed to answer questions about participation in the Working Lands
program. In addition, the department will be available to present information and answer
questions on the Working Lands Initiative at upcoming events. Currently, we are scheduled to
be at the following:

¢ Farm Technology Days, July 21—23, 2009
¢ Wisconsin Counties Association Annual Conference, September 13—15, 2009

¢ Wisconsin Land and Water Conservation Association Annual Conference, December 9-10,
2009

To obtain more information:

+ Email DATCPWorkingLands@wisconsin.gov. In the email subject line, indicate which topic
you are interested in learning more about:

- General program information
- Farmland preservation plan updates
- Zoning ordinance updates
- Establishing an AEA
- Participating in the PACE program
+ Call (608) 224-4500

Visit our website at http://workinglands.wi.gov.

Do yourhave a unique experience or story to share?

Email DATCPWorkinglLands@Wisconsin.gov
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