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For more information on Wisconsin’s Working Lands Initiative:  
Website:  http://www.datcp.state.wi.us/workinglands  

E-mail:  DATCPWorkingLands@Wisconsin.gov   

Announcing Dates and Locations for  
2009 Working Lands Workshops  

In the fall of 2008, the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and 
Consumer Protection (DATCP), in cooperation with the American Farmland 
Trust (AFT), requested that local sponsors apply to host a workshop regarding 
tools to protect working lands and the Wisconsin Working Lands Proposal.  
There was excellent response to this request and local sponsors from all over 
the state applied to host workshops between December 1, 2008 and March 
31, 2009. 

Over 450 people attended the 6 workshops held in December 2008. LaCrosse 
County hosted one of the six workshops and the Wisconsin Towns Association 
hosted the other five in cooperation with the Council of Rural Initiatives, 
Wisconsin Counties Association, Wisconsin Farmers Union, West Central 
Regional Planning Commission, East Central Regional Planning Commission, 
Wisconsin Realtors Association, Wisconsin Builders Association, Gathering 
Waters Conservancy, Rock River Coalition, Driftless Area Land Conservancy, 
Glacial Lakes Conservancy, and West Wisconsin Land Trust.   

With additional workshops in February and March, interested citizens and 
local officials will have a number of opportunities to attend one of the locally 
sponsored events.  Details can be found on pages 2-3 of this 
newsletter. 

Workshop agendas vary depending on the local goals of the workshop 
sponsors, but all workshops will feature a presentation by Bob Wagner, Senior 
Director for Farmland Protection Programs for American Farmland Trust. 
Wagner has made presentations at the local, state, regional and national level 
focusing on the importance of farmland and the variety of tools and 
techniques used by communities to protect farmland resources. Workshops 
will also provide an opportunity to learn more about Wisconsin’s Working 
Lands Proposal. 

Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection 
Rod Nilsestuen, Secretary 
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2811 Agriculture Drive  
PO Box 8911  

Madison, WI  53708   
DATCPWorkingLands@wisconsin.gov 
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2009 Working Lands Workshop Details 

February 
February 4, 2009 Janesville 
February 5, 2009 Valders 
February 24, 2009 Madison 
February 25, 2009 Town of Oconomowoc 
February 25, 2009 Juneau 
February 26, 2009 Burlington 
February 26, 2009 Saukville 

 March 
 March 10, 2009  Ashland   
 March 11, 2009  New Richmond 
 March 12, 2009  Wausau 
  

For more information: 
Coreen Fallat (DATCP) at 608-224-4625; coreen.fallat@wisconsin.gov 

Vicki Elkin (AFT) at 608-251-9131; Vicki@gatheringwaters.org 

February 4 
Location:  Pontiac Convention Center, 2809 Pontiac Drive, Janesville 
Time:    9:00 am - 3:00 pm (Registration begins at 8:30) 
Sponsors:   Ag Business Council of Rock County, Rock County UW Extension, Rock County Planning & 

Economic Development, Seneca Foods, Best Events Catering, Pontiac Convention Center, The 
Scharine Group, Inc., Dean Foods, Rock Environmental Network, Inc. 

Contact: Randy Thompson, (608) 757-5696 
 
February 5 
Location:   Autumn Ridge Golf Club, One Straight Dr, near Valders 
Time:    8:30 am - 3:15 pm (Registration begins at 8:00) 
Sponsors:  Glacial Lakes Conservancy, Lakeshore Natural Resource Partnership, Manitowoc County UW 

Extension, Greenstone Farm Credit Services, Council for Rural Initiatives, Wisconsin Towns 
Association, Manitowoc County Soil and Water Department, Professional Dairy Producers of 
Wisconsin, Dairy Business Association, Manitowoc County Farm Bureau, Calumet County UW 
Extension, Lakeshore Technical College, Gathering Waters Conservancy, Bay Lake Regional 
Planning Commission, Natural Heritage Land Trust, Wisconsin Builders Association, Wisconsin 
Realtors Association  

Contact:   Vickie Hall, 920-273-1143; vickie@glaciallakes.org   
 
February 24 
Location:   TBD/Madison 
Time:  11:00 am—4:00 pm 
Sponsors:   Natural Heritage Land Trust, Capital Area RPC, Dane County Towns Association, Dane County 

Farm Bureau, Dane County Farmers Union, Dane County Land and Water Resources 
Department, WI DNR 

Contact:   Jim Welsh, 608-258-9797; jim@nhlt.org 
 
February 25  
Location:  Town of Oconomowoc Town Hall, W359 N6812 Brown Street 
Time:    8:30 am—11:30 am 
Sponsors:   Tall Pines Conservancy, Town and Country RC&D, Towns of Oconomowoc, Merton, Concord 

and Ashippun, Rock River Coalition, Greener Oconomowoc, and the Waukesha County Farm 
Bureau 

Contact:   Susan Buchanan, 262-369-0500; susanb@tallpinesconservancy.org 

mailto:vickie@glaciallakes.org�
mailto:jim@nhlt.org�
mailto:susanb@tallpinesconservancy.org�
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February 25  
Location:   Dodge County Administration Building, 1st Floor Conference Room 
 127 East Oak Street, Juneau 
Time:   6:30 pm – 9:00 pm 
Sponsors:   Dodge County Land Resources and Parks Department, Drumlin Area Land Trust 
Contact:   Nate Olson, 920-386-3948; nolson@co.dodge.wi.us 
 
February 26  
Location: Burlington Gateway Campus, Room 102, 380 McCanna Parkway, Burlington  
Time:   9:00 am - 1:30 pm (Registration begins at 8:15) 
Sponsors:   Racine and Kenosha County Land Conservation Departments, UWEX for Racine, Kenosha and 

Walworth counties, USDA-NRCS, USDA-FSA 
Contact:   Chad Sampson, 262-886-8479; Chad.Sampson@goRacine.org; Rose Skora, 262-857-1948; 
  rose.skora@ces.uwex.edu 
 
February 26 
Location:   Town of Saukville Town Hall, 3762 Lakeland Rd, 262-675-9217 
Time:    2:30 pm – 4:30 pm 
Sponsors:  Ozaukee County Dept of Land and Water Management, Ozaukee County Planning and Parks, 

Land Conservation Partnership of Ozaukee County, Ozaukee/Washington Land Trust, Town of 
Saukville, Ozaukee County Dairy Promotion, Ozaukee County Farm Bureau/Young Farmers, 
Leroy Haeuser, Rural Insurance Company  

Contact:   Andy Holschbach, 262-284-8271; aholschbach@co.ozaukee.wi.us 
 
March 10 
Location:   Northern Great Lakes Visitors Center, 29270 County Highway G, Ashland 
Time:   8:45 am – 3:00 pm (Registration begins at 8:00) 
Partners:   Agriculture and Energy Resource Center, Alliance for Sustainability, UWEX – Ashland and 

Bayfield Counties, and Basin Educator, Bayfield Regional Conservancy 
Contact: Will Pipkin, 888-379-5490; aerc@cheqnet.net   
 
March 11 
Location:  Wisconsin Indianhead Technical College, Cashman Conference Center, 1019 South Knowles 

Avenue, New Richmond 
Time:  TBD 
Sponsors:   West Central Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission, St. Croix County Planning and Zoning 

Department, St. Croix County Land and Water Conservation Office, St. Croix County University 
Extension Office, Polk County University Extension Office, Polk County Land Information 
Office, Planning Division, Pierce County University Extension Office, UWEX-UWRF, West 
Wisconsin Land Trust 

Contact: Jay B. Tappen, 715-836-2918; jtappen@wcwrpc.org 
 
March 12 
Location:   North Central Technical College, Wausau 
Time:  10:00 am—3:00 pm (Registration begins at 9:30) 
Partners:   Lincoln and Marathon counties, UWEX in Lincoln and Marathon counties, Wisconsin Institute 

for Public Policy, North Central Technical College 
Contact:   Andy Johnson, 715-261-6002; agjohnson@mail.co.marathon.wi.us  

mailto:nolson@co.dodge.wi.us�
mailto:Chad.Sampson@goRacine.org�
mailto:rose.skora@ces.uwex.edu�
mailto:aholschbach@co.ozaukee.wi.us�
mailto:aerc@cheqnet.net�
mailto:jtappen@wcwrpc.org�
mailto:agjohnson@mail.co.marathon.wi.us�


What do the Builders Association, Gathering Waters Conservancy  
and the Farmers Union have in Common? 
By:  Pam Foster Felt, Outreach Director, Gathering Waters Conservancy 

One look around the room made it clear that a great number of people care a good deal about the future of 
Wisconsin working lands.  Last December, the Wisconsin Towns Association, DATCP and the American 
Farmland Trust, along with many other sponsors, offered all-day workshops to discuss the fate of our state’s 
farm and forest lands.  Braving blizzards in some cases, over 450 farmers, agency employees, town board 
members, county officials and more attended. 

These workshops – in the Dells, Eau Claire, Kimberly, Stevens Point and Ft. Atkinson – delivered statistics 
about the importance of agriculture to local and state economies.  Participants from the Ultimate Land Use 
Tour and American Farmland Trust staff shared stories of farmland protection programs around the country.  A 
representative from the State Department of Agriculture outlined recommendations for updated Farmland 
Preservation policies and a proposed statewide Purchase of Agricultural Conservation Easement program 
(PACE), and producers who have conveyed conservation easements on working lands explained their decisions 
and experience. 

The Workshops were designed to spark conversation about the best solutions to the loss of productive land 
around the state.  How would a statewide or local PDR program work in the unique and complicated fabric of 
Wisconsin county, town, village and city government?  Where should a community interested in working land 
protection start?   The December programs seem to have hit the mark.  Commenting on the series, Bob 
Wagner of American Farmland Trust and one of the workshop presenters noted, “The turnout and level of 
interest at the WTA programs suggest a commitment to exploring and considering options to promote and 
encourage the contribution of agriculture to local economies and the future of Wisconsin communities.” 

Having recently returned from the Ultimate Land Use Tour, Wisconsin Farm Bureau President Bill Bruins 
remarked that good working lands protection ‘has to be sought by urbanites who want to see land preserved, 
but created by farmers, developers and town, city and county leaders.”   The Workshops drew all those people 
and will seed discussion at kitchen tables and at town board meetings statewide about what land conservation 
measures the state, local communities and families can take to protect the vitality of Wisconsin agriculture. 
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Do you have a unique experience or story to share?   
Email DATCPWorkingLands@wisconsin.gov 

Change in Farmland Preservation Program Staff 

The Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection would like to extend congratulations and 
thanks to DATCP employee Paul Benjamin, who made the decision to retire after 11 years of state service in 
the Farmland Preservation Program.  Most recently, Paul was active in staffing the Working Lands Initiative.  
During the course of his state career, Paul spent much of his time working with counties and other local units 
of government to create or update farmland preservation plans and Exclusive Agricultural Zoning ordinances.  
He was instrumental in the certification of dozens of local farmland preservation plans and zoning ordinances.   

Paul brought a wide variety of talents and skills to his position at the DATCP, stemming from experience in the 
Peace Corps, working at the county level, and an educational background in urban and regional planning.  He 
was devoted to the mission of farmland protection in Wisconsin and maintained a deep commitment to 
conservation and responsible land use.  Paul has now taken his expertise to Nepal where he plans to continue 
assisting with local government efforts in Nepalese communities.  Questions about the state’s Farmland 
Preservation plans and exclusive agricultural ordinances should be directed to Keith Foye at 608-224-4603.   
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