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March 31, 2014 
 
Coreen Fallat 
DATCP 
2811 Agriculture Drive 
Madison WI   53718 
 
PETITION TO MODIFY: 
HEART OF AMERICA’S DAIRYLAND AGRICULTURAL ENTERPRISE AREA 
 
Coreen,  
 
I have enclosed the 2014 petition application and support information for expanding the Heart of 
America’s Dairyland. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Matt Zoschke (715-743-5102) or me (715-261-6000 
 
Thank You, 
 

 
Andy Johnson 
Environmental Resources Coordinator 
AJ:ljs 
Enclosure 
cc/enc:  Matt Zoschke, Clark County 
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The undersigned persons hereby petition the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer 
Protection (DATCP), pursuant to s. 91.86, Wis. Stats., to modify the designation of an Agricultural 
Enterprise Area (AEA) under s. 91.84, Wis. Stats.  We have read the guidance provided and submit the 
following information in support of the petition (use the space provided or check the appropriate box):1 
 
PART I.  GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
A. Name of designated AEA to modify. 
 

Heart of 
America's 
Dairyland 

B. County or counties in which the AEA is located.
 

Clark and 
Marathon 

C. All towns, villages or cities in which the AEA is located.  
 

Clark County 
Towns of 
Mayville, Colby, 
Unity, Beaver, 
and Loyal.   
 
Marathon County 
Towns of 
Brighton, Hull, 
Frankfort, Holton, 
and Johnson.   
 
Petition is to add 
lands in Clark 
County Towns of 
Weston and York 
and add lands in 
the Marathon 
County Towns of 
Bern, McMillan, 
Eau Pleine.  
 

D. Number of petitioners requesting modification of the AEA.2 
 

Total:      
Marathon 
County= 27 
 
Total:             
Clark County = 88
 
Total= 115

                                                 
1Personal information you provide may be used for purposes other than that for which it was collected, s. 15.04(1)(m), Wis. Stats. 
2 A minimum of 5 eligible farm owners must sign the modification petition.  Not all of these farm owners need to own farms within 
the modified area.  A combination of signatures from farm owners with eligible farms in the area to be added and farm owners 
with farms in the existing AEA may be used to reach the requisite 5 signatures. 
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E. Total number of acres proposed for addition.
 

Total:  
Marathon 
County= 46,856 
 
Total: Clark 
County= 23,585 
 
Total= 70,441 
 

F. All parcels proposed to be added to the existing AEA are located within a 
farmland preservation area designated in the certified county farmland 
preservation plan.   

 

 Yes  No

G. After modification, all parcels within the AEA boundary are contiguous.
 

 Yes  No

H. After modification, the AEA remains primarily in agricultural use.
 

 Yes  No

I.  Designated contacts for the AEA.  Please list at least two contacts for the 
AEA; preferably at least one staff contact (county, town, UWEX, regional 
planning commission etc.) and one landowner representative.3  You may have 
more than two contacts.  Attach a separate page if necessary. 

 

Name:  Andy Johnson, Marathon County Name:  Matt Zoschke, Clark County) 

Address: 210 River Drive Wausau, WI 54403 Address: 517 Court St., Room 301 
               Neillsville, WI 54456 

Phone number: 715-261-6000 Phone number: 715-743-5102 

Email:  andrew.johnson@co.marathon.wi.us Email:  matt.zoschke@co.clark.wi.us 

 
 
 
PART II. PURPOSE AND RATIONALE FOR AEA MODIFICATION4 
 
1.  Re-state the specific goals of the existing, designated AEA for
 

a. preservation of agricultural land use:   

1.  Assess natural resource quality and quantity and implement methods to increase their 
function and usability in the economy and environment.  

2. Provide farmers with technical assistance to meet compliance with soil and water 
conservation standards to conserve environmental resources for future use and enjoyment.  

3. Implement strategies to minimize rural residential and rural agricutural user conflicts by 

                                                 
3 The listed contacts should be willing to: 

 Communicate with other petitioners and partners in the AEA, with the Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer 
Protection and with contacts in other AEAs 

 Respond to an annual status update inquiry from the Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection 
 Engage in activities within the AEA  

4 DATCP will evaluate petitions under s. 91.86, Wis. Stats., and will consider information provided in 
response to the following questions.   
 



addressing development in urban fringe areas. 

4. Promote agricultural economic development. 

5. Conserve soil and water resources to maintain productive and efficient use of agricultural 
lands and the associated aesthetics of countryside open space views. 

6. Maintain natural resources for use by existing and expanding agricultural enterprises. 

7. Create the largest contiguous block of working lands for agricultre, forestry, wildlife and other 
working land use. 

b. agricultural development: 

1.  Preserve and promote the agricultural economy and its social, cultural, and economic 
heritage. 

2.  Retain and enhance existing agricutural-based businesses, the jobs associated with those 
agri-businesses and the other local businesses patronized by these employees.  

3.  Ensure agricultural production capacity and protect food security by supporting farmscapes 
and foodsheds. 

4.  Provide strategies to minimize scattered rural residential development in order to minimize 
non-farm residential and farm user conflicts.   

5.  Develop joint marketing opportunities for local food products. 

6.  Pursue new technologies that provide economic benefits to agricultural producers to 
efficiently utilize the economies of scale created by large blocks of contiguous farmland.   

7. Maintain and create economic certainty for farms and agri-businesses desiring to 
build additional economic capacity through reinvesting in their businesses and the local 
economy. 

 

 
 
2.  Add additional, specific goals if applicable, for 

a. preservation of agricultural land use:   

1.  Marathon County Strategic Plan:  The Marathon County Strategic Plan 2012-2017 identifies 
the following related core strategies and objectives: 

a)  Continued expansion of the Heart of America's Dairyland is part of this strategy. 

b)  Provide leadership and services focusing on improving land use and resource planning.  
This will assure the orderly development of retail and manufacturing business, 
agriculture/agribusiness, and residential growth while retaining the rural character of Marathon 
County.   

c)  Develop comprehensive planning and zoning ordinances that provide towns with so much 
value that in the future 100% request participation in county planning and zoning. 

d)  Improve water quality and residential, commercial, and industrial waste management 
resulting in 100% of all households, businesses, and industry sites meeting water quality 
standards. 

e)  Inventory our water resources, determine where we have adequate supplies and encourage 
development in those areas. 

2) Clark County Land and Water Resource Management Plan 2011-2016 (LWRMP) identifies 



farmland preservation as a high conservation priority. The strategy to implement this activity is 
by coordinating a successful Farmland Preservation Program.  Since the original inception of 
the Heart of America's Dairyland AEA, more than 160 Farmland Preservation Agreements 
have been voluntarily signed by eligible farms. These agreements will ensure that for the next 
15 years, approximately 35,000 acres or about 57% of the Clark County portion of the AEA will 
proudly remain in working condition for local agri-processors of milk, meat, grain, and fiber.  

Farmland preservation zoning is not mentioned in the Clark County LWRMP; however many 
towns, with and without current zoning, are looking into this option as a way to maintain the 
agricultural lifestyle and landscape preferred by the majority of their residents. DATCP has 
assisted Clark County towns with this ongoing effort. 

b. agricultural development: 

1) Marathon County Strategic Plan:The Marathon County Strategic Plan 2012-2017 identifies 
the following related core strategies and objectives. 

a)  Provide leadership for greater cooperation and collaboration among state, regional, and 
local public and private entities. 

b)  Foster, and when appropriate, provide services which facilitate economic development and 
result in the creation of private sector jobs. 

c)  Ensure the continued protection of productive agriculture land by fostering the development 
of Agricultural Enterprise Areas. 

d)  Develop infrastructure policies that reflect the needs of agriculture and industry within 
design and fiscal limitations.   

2) Clark County Land and Water Resource Management Plan 2011-2016 (LWRMP) identifies 
agricultural economic development as a high conservation priority. Good long-term economic 
decisions produce positive environmental benfits for natural resources. A productive economy 
relies on the strength of its natural resources for the production of goods and services (jobs). 
The strategy to implement these activities is through the coordination of a successful 
Wisconsin Environmental Conservation Assistance Network (WECAN).  This local network 
provides technical assistance and, in some cases, reinvestment funding (tax credtis, grants 
and other cost-share, etc.) to agricultural enterprises to maintain and expand existing 
operations in an economically and environmentally sound manner. More than $2,500,000 in 
funding has been reinvested in local farms over the past eight years. These farms hire local 
services providers and buy local goods thereby redistributing these funds throughout the local 
economy. Clark County also provides the same level of techincal assistance to new  
enterprises and encourages agricultural enterpreneurship and creativity as evidenced by the 
increasing amount of unique farming enterprises such as vermicompost farms and non-
traditional dairy farms milking goats and sheep. 

 
 
 
3.  Explain the reason for the proposed modification, and the proposed boundary, and describe how 

the modification is consistent with the existing designated AEA.  
 
Clark County established the initial Heart of America's Dairyland Agricultural Enterprise Area in 2011.  
Western Marathon County has a similar culture, agricultural economy, and landscape. Therefore, the towns of 
Brighton, Hull, Frankfort, Holton and Johnson in Marathon County petitioned for extension of the Heart of 
America's Dairyland into the towns in 2012 and 2013.  Now the Marathon County towns of Bern, Eau Pleine, 
and McMillan are requesting to be added into the Heart of America's Dairyland.  The original Clark County 
towns are requesting to add land and the towns of Weston and York that was not included in the original 



petition.  The intent is to continue to expand the AEA in order to encompass the dairy industry in central 
Wisconsin.   
 
In Clark County, 88 landowners signed "landowner signature pages" demonstrating their support for the 
expansion of the Heart of America's Dairyland AEA. These petitioners collectively represented 16,747 acres or 
71% of the total proposed Clark County acreage. Interestly enough, many landowners who are not eligible to 
particpate in the Farmland Preservation Program, due to their properties being excluded under the 1982 Clark 
County Farmland Preservation Plan, pledged their support of the AEA expansion as evidenced by their signature 
on these "landowner signature pages". Clearly, this was not a case of "sour grapes" where landowners unduly 
scrutinized an opportunity if it was of no immediate benefit to them. These landowners represent the epitome of 
what makes up a community interested in maintaining a rural way of life by preserving farmland, farms, and 
farm service providers. 
 
Additionally, the expansion of the HOAD was planned in the original application requesting the establishment 
of the AEA.  Page 5, under "Future Activities": 
1.  Develop and maintain a strong economically viable agricultural infrastructure 
2.  Extend the AEA boundary into surrounding towns and counties to assist with creating the largest contiguous 
acreage of farmland preservation in the State of Wisconsin. 
3.  Assist other landowners, towns, and counties with developing farmland preservation strategies through the 
use of agricultural enterprise areas. 
 
 
 
4.   Describe any progress made in the existing designated AEA with respect to goals stated in prior 

petitions. 
 
Clark County:   
~160 Farmland Preservation Agreements covering approximately 35,000 acres or ~57% of total Clark Co. AEA 
land base.  
Three towns drafted Farmland Preservation Zoning ordinances 
Held six Farmland Preservation information and agreement signing workshops in 2013 
Initiated an agricultural plastic recycling venture in AEA.  
Added more than 1,000 cows to the area. 
Added about 3,000 goats for a developing goat dairy industry.  
Created the “Omega Valley” Farms Cheese with farms in the AEA.   http://www.omegavalleyfarmers.com/ 
Northside Elevator added grain storage capacity about 200,000 bu. and fertilizer capacity 4,000 tons. 
Vita Plus and Short Lane Ag. expaned fertilizer and/or grain storage in 2013.  
Agricultural Job Fairs in Abbotsford.  
Grassland Dairy (North America's largest butter producer), Lynn Dairy, Holland's Family Cheese, and numerous 
other dairy processers increased production capacity and/or created new products. 
Economic Development Corporation held an Art Tour of farms in the AEA that also have artisan opportunities 
Approximately 140 Nutrient Management Plans covering 50,000 acres in the AEA 
 
 
Marathon County: 
Activities identified in the petition cycle to support the AEA: 
Leick's added at least 500 cows (2013) 
Held 13 Farmland Preservation educational sessions 
Held 8 FPP enrollment workshops 
31 landowners signed FPP agreement applicaitons in the towns of Brighton, Hull, Frankfort, Holton, and 
Johnson  totalling over 4,360 acres 
26 landowners signed FPP agreement applications pending completion by landowners in the towns fo Brighton, 



Hull, Johnson, Holton and Frankfort  
The towns of Hull and Brighton are participating with Exclusive Ag Zoning and the proposed towns of Eau 
Pleine andMcMillan will also implement Exclusive Ag Zoning 
Welcome Dairy expansion of processing and retail facilities 
4 managed grazing plans 
Develop and/or update nutrient management/conservation plans for 195 landowners on approximately 48,750 
acres. 
Perform 56 status reviews to ensure eligibility with Farmland Preservation tax credit requirements. 
Assist landowners and private sector with nutrient management education and plan 
development/implementation. 
 
Activities identified in the 2014 petition cycle to support the AEA: 
Marathon County and Clark County will develop a graduate study project with the UW- Madison Urban and 
Regional Planning Department to evaluate and recommend options to advance economic strategies for the AEA. 
 
 
 
 
5.  Provide details about the area proposed for addition to the existing designated AEA. 
 

a. Describe all current land uses of the area proposed for addition.  (The AEA must remain 
primarily in agricultural use.) 

Marathon County Towns of Bern, Eau Pleine, McMillan:   

Land Cover Category                           Acres 

Single Family Residential               3,415 

Commercial Services                               63 

Industrial                                            21 

Cropland                                     78,141 

Specialty Crops                                     577 

Other Agriculture                          19,363 

Public/Quasi-Public                               70 

Forestland                                    34,436 

Water                                                      960 

Transportation                                      3,843 

Recreational                                            10 

Barren Land                                      2,294 

Total Marathon County Land Area  

% Agricultural:   74 

 

Clark County Towns of Weston and York 

Clark County Land Cover                      Acres: 

Residential/Manufacturing:                     125.0 

Agricultural:                                        20,377.3



Forest:                                                  2,098.1 

Grassland/Wetland:                                984.4 

Total Clark County Land Area:          23,584.8 

% Agricultural:                                            86% 

 

%  Agricultural of expansion area:  83 

 
 
 
 
 
 

b. Provide details about existing or future land use controls in the area proposed for addition.  

 Farmland preservation zoning ordinance   

Details: Existing: 

1. Marathon County adopted Exclusive Agricultural Zoning 05/21/1980 

2. Brighton adopted Exclusive Agricultural Zoning 09/30/1980 

3. Hull adopted Exclusive Agricultural Zoning 08/23/1983 

4.   McMillan adopted Exclusive Agricultural Zoning 1983 

5.   Eau Pleine adopted Exclusive Agricultural Zoning 7/24/1984 

6.   Colby adopted Exclusive Agricultural Zoning 1986 

7.  Town of Mayville, Clark County has Draft 7 of Farmland Preservation Zoning and Livestock 
Siting Ordinance 

8.  Bern, Frankfort, Holton, Johnson (Marathon County), Weston, York, Loyal, Beaver, and Unity 
(Clark County) do not have Exclusive Agricultural Zoning.  

Future: 

2014 - Update existing Farmland Preservation Zoning Ordinances. 

Towns in Clark County consider drafting/adopting Farmland Preservation Zoning Ordinances, if 
desired. 

Towns consider adopting Marathon County Farmland Preservation Zoning Ordinance when 
complete.  

 Other zoning ordinances:   

Details: Existing: 

1.  Brighton and Hull have adopted county zoning.  Marathon County Zoning Code (Adopted 
10/1971):   

http://www.co.marathon.wi.us/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=pIZRRWjU7x4%3d&tabid=343 

2. Brighton general zoning map (adopted 02/05/1972):   

http://www.co.marathon.wi.us/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=pDIUv-ZWgcU%3d&tabid=340 

3. Hull general zoning map (adopted 12/19/1972): 



http://www.co.marathon.wi.us/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=LXnSj-1xudA%3d&tabid=340 

4. Frankfort general zoning map (adopted 02/05/73): 

http://www.co.marathon.wi.us/Portals/0/Departments/CPZ/Maps/frankfort_zoning.pdf 

5. Holton general zoning map (adopted 05/09/72): 

http://www.co.marathon.wi.us/Portals/0/Departments/CPZ/Maps/holton_zoning.pdf 

6.  The Clark County Towns of Colby, Loyal, Beaver, and Mayville have general zoning. 

7.  The Marathon County Town of Johnson and the Clark County Town of Unity does not have 
zoning.   

Future: 

1.  Update the Marathon County Zoning Code (amendment completed in summer 2013) 

2.  Planned comprehensive revision to the Marathon County Zoning Code (beginning 2014) 

3. UW-Madison Urban Planning (begin fall 2014) 

 Farmland preservation agreements  

Details: 1. Marathon County adopted the Farmland Preservation Plan in 2014.   

2. Administrative Report:  History of Preserving Farmland in Marathon County, 1978-2011: 

http://www.co.marathon.wi.us/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=kse2IaZS66I%3d&tabid=598 

Clark County Farmland Preservation past goal: 135 Farmland Preservation Agreements 
covering over 50% of the Clark County land in the Heart of America's Dairyland AEA. 

Clark County Farmland Preservation current: 158 Farmland Preservation Agreements covering 
57% of the Clark County land in the Heart of America's Dairyland AEA. 

Clark County Farmland Preservation future goal: 170 Farmland Preservation agreements 
covering 65% of the Clark County land in the Heart of America's Dairyland AEA. 

Marathon County: The Farmland Preservation plan states that the AEA will secure 35% 
participation (acres) into FP strategies: agreements and/or zoning. 

 

 Purchase of development rights; and/or easements (donated or purchased)  

Details: NA 

 Transfer of development rights 

Details: NA 

 Subdivision ordinances 

Details: Land division in the towns of Bern, Brighton, Eau Pleine, Holton, and Hull are regulated 
by the Marathon County land division and surveying regulations (adopted 06/05/1968):  
http://www.co.marathon.wi.us/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=56undLue73o%3d&tabid=343 

Town of Frankfort Land Division Ordinance adopted March 1, 2004 

Town of Johnson Land Division Ordinance adopted February 24, 1995 

Town of McMillan: Land Division Ordinance adopted March 12, 2000. 

Land division in Clark County is regulated by the Subdivision Ordinance and is administered by 
the Planning and Zoning Department.



 

 Cooperative boundary agreements 

Details: City of Marshfield and Town of McMillan 

 Natural area protections 

Details: Shorelands (1000' from lakes, 300' from streams) and wetlands in unincorporated areas 
of Marathon County are regulated by Marathon County shoreland regulations and provisions 
(Ch 17.30 of the Marathon County Code of ordinances)  

http://www.co.marathon.wi.us/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=pIZRRWjU7x4%3d&tabid=343 

Shorelands and wetlands in unincorporated areas of Clark County are regulated by the Clark 
County Shoreland Zoning Ordinance (17.08) 

 Other 

Details: Marathon County Animal Waste and Nutrient Management Code: 

http://www.co.marathon.wi.us/Portals/0/Departments/CPZ/Documents/awordinance.pdf 

Marathon County Livestock Facilities Licensing Ordiance: 

http://www.co.marathon.wi.us/Portals/0/Departments/CPZ/Documents/LivestockFacilitiesOrd.pdf

Clark County Animal Manure Management Ordinance  
http://www.co.clark.wi.us/documentcenter/view/32 

 Other 
Details:  
Clark County Code of Ordinances, Chapter 12 Environment 
 
Clark County Code of Ordinances, Chapter 20, Land Development 
 
 

 
 
 

c. Confirm that the proposed modification to the AEA is consistent with any existing local 
comprehensive plan.   
 

 The county(ies) of Marathon has(have) a comprehensive plan and the proposed modification to 
the AEA remains consistent with this plan. 
 

 The Town(s) of Bern, Eau Pleine, McMillan, Frankfort, Holton, Hull and Johnson (Marathon 
County) and Weston, Beaver, Mayville, and Colby (Clark County)  has(have) a comprehensive and 
the proposed modification to the AEA remains consistent with this plan. 

 
 There are no comprehensive plans for the political subdivisions in which the proposed 

modification is located.  

Clark County and the Clark County Towns of Loyal, York, and Unity have not adopted 
comprehensive plans.  

 

 



 

 

 

d. Indicate the approximate level of petitioner compliance with state soil and water standards in the 
area proposed for addition.  

 Nearly all petitioners are in compliance 

 More than half of the petitioners are in compliance 

 Half or less than half of the petitioners are in compliance 

 Few or no petitioners are in compliance 

 Compliance status of petitioners is unknown   

 
 
 
6.  Describe the partners/advisors and activities that will support the entire AEA, including the area 
proposed for addition.  
 

A. AEA Partners/Advisors 

Agriculture industry: 
Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation:  Continue attending regular membership meetings requesting the 
solicitation of support for Agricultural Enterprise Areas, agricultural development, and farmland 
preservation through FB newsletters and activities.  
 
Dairy Business Association: Maintain contact with the association and continue receiving support for 
agricultural development through the implementaion of the Farmland Preservation Program.  
 
Private Owners:  Inform private owners/operators of AEA/farmland preservation opportunities. 
 
Preservation interests: 
NRCS:  Conservation compliance activities and funding through EQIP and other programs.   
 
County Conservation:  Marathon and Clark Counties' land conservation, planning, and zoning staff and 
their resources are committed to the establishment, expansion, and support of the AEA. 
 
North Central Land Trust - Work to identify unique farmland properties in priority locations or unique 
characteristics.  Work with the trust to secure funding for conservation demonstration activities. 
  
Big Eau Pleine Citizens Organization and the River Alliance: Work jointly with groups to develop a river 
management grant application, to develop farmer councils, and to monitor the performance of conservation 
practices in the AEA. 
 
Capital Investment: 
Partnerships in Progressive Agriculture (PPA):  Work with PPA agricultural lenders and agencies to 
promote the economic contributions of agriculture. 
 
Education:  
Center for Agricultural Excellence /North Central Technical College:  Develop educational opportunities for 



students that will help them understand AEAs and conservation practice performance. 
 
UW Madison Agricultural Research Station (Town of McMillan): Conduct research on non-point source 
pollution mitigation strategies for livestock farms. 
 
UW Madison- Department of Urban and Rural Planning: Conduct a graduate student project that assesses 
economic development opportunities and strategies. 
 
UW Stevens Point:  Explore opportunities for collaboration with the Center for Land Use Education and the 
College of Natural Resources to identify opportunities to preserve prime agricultural land and their natural 
resources. 
 
Public officials and local government: 
Continue to work with Clark and Marathon Counties, and the towns in the AEA to explore expansion of the 
AEA to encompass the entire dairy industry of central Wisconsin. 
 
Provide regular updates to towns and the Towns and Villages Association, meet with incorporated 
communities to discuss AEA implications and how to support housing density control strategies and 
promote participation in AEAs. 
 
Economic Development: 
Work with local agricultural business councils, Economic Development Corporations and the Wisconsin 
Department of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection to develop informational materials that identify 
grants, research, and technical  assistance available to producers and processors in AEAs. 
 

 
 

B. Farmland Preservation Agreement Strategy 

Activity Summarize future outreach efforts, including who will provide 
assistance (attach an additional page if necessary)

  Informational meeting(s) 
 

Once the area is designated as part of the Heart of America's 
Dairyland, Marathon County Conservation, Planning, and Zoning 
(CPZ) and Clark County Land Conservation Department (LCD) will 
send direct mailings to landowners in the addition area informing 
them of the opportunity to apply for Farmland Preservation 
Agreements.  As was done in 2011, 2012, and 2013, informational 
meetings and workshops will be conducted twice (or more, if 
needed) in each of the newly participating towns to provide 
landowners opportunities to complete Farmland Preservation 
Agreements.  The meetings will be publicly noticed and press 
releases will be distributed to the media.  These workshops will give 
landowners opportunities to sit one on one with staff to ask 
questions, receive answers and, if desired, to complete a Farmland 
Preservation Agreement Application.  
 
In all communities, CPZ and LCD will begin landowner education 
sessions to discuss farmland preservation participation and income 
tax credit opportunities. CPZ and LCD will also hold informational 
meetings with tax preparers and accountants to discuss tax 
implications and processing. The purpose of these meetings is to 
identifiy barriers that keep landowners from particiapting in the 

 Mailing 
 

 One-on-one conversations 
 

 Newsletter/media 
 

  Other  
             



program. The Counties would like to increase both awareness and 
value of the program in the agricultural enterprise area and areas 
located in zoned communities.  
 

 
 

C. Agricultural Development Activities 

Type of Activity Existing/Future Provide additional details 
(use an additional page if necessary)

Ex:  Joint marketing or 
purchasing, development of 
agri-tourism opportunity, 
value-added agricultural 
activity 

  

UW- Urban and Regional 
Planning: Graduate study 
project to assess and identify 
economic opportunities in 
Heart of America's Dairyland 
Agricultural Enterprise Area  
 

Sept 2014  Agricultural Development strategies will be developed 
based on an understanding of needs and level of support 
gained through the study.  

      
 

      1.  Joint marketing opportunities. Marathon and Clark 
Counties will facilitate training and outreach to the diverse 
agri-businesses to develop and realize market 
opportunities for products. Marathon and Clark Counties 
will support all farms marketing agricultural goods and 
services. The counties will specifically reach out to 
producers who are utilizing organic and managed grazing 
production models, as well as direct market fruit and 
vegetables enterprises. Also, farms that are in the 
process of expanding to accommodate another 
generation or are in the process of transferring to the next 
generation will also be prioritized to help maintain a strong 
agricultural economy now and into the future. 
2.  Shared facilities or equipment. Marathon and Clark 
Counties will purchase and/or rent agricultural production 
and manure handling equipment to help producers 
educate themselves about the adoption of new 
technologies. Specifically, Marathon and Clark Counties 
will offer the use of no-till, pasture renovation, and drill 
equipment for producers utilizing Best Management 
Practices aimed at reducing soil erosion on cropland. 
Furthermore, Marathon and Clark Counties will pursue the 
development of improved manure distribution strategies in 
regard to applying livestock manure to cropland. 
Examples of new technologies include drag line injection 
equipment, mechanical separation of liquid and solid 
manure and/or wastewater streams and anaerobic 
digestion of manure and other food processing by-
products. Not only will the counties pursue and support 
technologies that provide management and economic 
benefits to agricultural producers, the counties will ensure 



that local agricultural businesses understand the 
economic opportunities in providing these technologies 
and services to their clients.

 

D. Other AEA Activities 

Type of Activity Timeframe
 

Provide additional details 
(use an additional page if necessary) 

Ex:  Form a stakeholder group, 
attend statewide AEA 
meetings, develop strategic 
plan, set up website 

  

Heart of America's Dairyland  
 

Annually Expand the Heart of America's Dairyland AEA to include the 
entire Central Wisconsin dairy industry. 

Villages of Marathon and 
Dorchester 
Cities of Abbotsford, Colby, 
and Loyal  
 

Ongoing Work with urban (cities and villages) and rural (towns) 
communities  in Heart of America's Dairyland AEA to 
discuss and/or implement strategies to manage housing 
densities in the urban fringe area located 1.5 miles outside 
of a municipal boundary. 

 
 
7.  Describe the level of non-petitioner cooperator support for the petition. 
 
Overwhelming support from cooperators and landowners for the development and participation in 
AEAs for their communities.  All incorporated communities in the AEA  were contacted by letter and 
phone call.  All incorporated communities within the AEA voiced their support for the expansion. 
Numerous local businesses also provided letters of support.  
   



PART III.  MAP AND SPATIAL LOCATION DATA 
 
Please send the following to DATCP in electronic form.  Follow the map and spatial location data guidelines 
found in Part III of the guidance document. 
 
1.  A map of the proposed addition to the AEA, and 
2.  The spatial location data for the area to be added to the AEA boundary.  
 
 
PART IV.  IMAGES FROM PROPOSED AEA (OPTIONAL) 
 
If desired, petitioners may submit high resolution images taken from within the boundary of the AEA.  
Photos should help to depict agriculture and agricultural-related land use described in the petition.  
 
Please follow the image submission guidelines in Part IV of the guidance document. 

 
 
 

PART V.  SIGNATURE PAGES AND LOCAL RESOLUTIONS 
 
Submit appropriate documentation from all eligible farm owners and political subdivision petitioners.  See 
attached “Landowner Signature Page,” “Political Subdivision Signature Page” and “Cooperator Signature 
Page.”  
 
Please follow the signature page and resolution guidelines in Part V of the guidance document.   Sample 
resolution text is included in Appendix B of the guidance document. 
 
  
































