
I.  INTRODUCTION 
 

On August 14, 2012, the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection 

(DATCP) published an Agricultural Impact Statements (AIS) for the proposed expansion of the 

Hartford Municipal Airport.  The Wisconsin Department of Transportation’s Bureau of 

Aeronautics (BOA) and the city of Hartford have revised the proposed project and have chosen 

the alignment that was previously identified as Alternative 4.  As originally proposed, the 

primary runway would be lengthened to 3,400 feet.  However, instead of the straight west to east 

alignment, 9/27, the revised 8/26 alignment will have a slightly west/southwest to east/northeast 

orientation.   

 

II.    REVISED PROJECT 
 

According to the BOA’s consulting firm, the city of Hartford and the BOA originally ruled out 

Alternative 4 due to adverse effects on hangars located in the southwest corner of the existing 

airport property.  Upon further review, it was determined that removal of hangars would not be 

required to maintain clear approaches to and departure from the proposed runway.  In addition, 

the BOA and the city of Hartford indicated that Alternative 4 would involve less wetland impact 

than the original preferred alternative while maintaining a comparable amount of farmland 

conversion.   

 

III. AGRICULTURAL IMPACTS 

 

The following table lists the original and revised acquisitions of farmland for the proposed 

project.   

 

Table 1 

Proposed Acquisitions 

Farmland Owners 

Acres Acquired 

Originally Revised 

Fee-

Simple 

Avigation 

Easement 

Fee-

Simple 

Avigation 

Easement 

John & Laura Novak 21.1 4.5 28.5 4.5 

Paul J. & Dana Osmanski 7.7 1.6 12.8 1.6 

Marie Rettler 4.7 1.2 7.8 1.9 

James A. Borlen 16.5 3.4 3.7 3.6 

TOTALS 50.0 10.7 52.8 11.6 
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The following is a summary of the comments from the farmland owners who will lose more 

farmland as a result of the changes in the proposed acquisitions.   

 

Farm Owners/Operators: John and Laura Novak 

Proposed Acquisition: Fee-simple acquisition of 28.5 acres and the acquisition of 4.5  

    acres of avigation easement   

 

The proposed fee-simple acquisition will be from two separate locations.  The city of Hartford 

and the BOA will acquire 27.1 acres in fee-simple and 3.2 acres of avigation easement from the 

Novaks’ property northeast of the airport and 1.4 acres in fee-simple and 1.3 acres of avigation 

easement west of the airport.  The city has also indicated that all of the western acquisition can 

be leased back for agricultural use and 10.2 acres of the northeastern acquisition can be leased 

back for agricultural use.   

 

Mr. Novak has the same concerns about the revised project as he had about the original proposal, 

the loss of cropland and the potential impact on drainage.  The Novaks own about 300 acres of 

Project Location Map 

Proposed Acquisitions 
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cropland and the proposed acquisitions represent 11 percent of that land.  The 16.9 acres that will 

be permanently taken out of agricultural production represents 5.6 percent of the Novaks’ 

existing cropland.  Mr. Novak said that there is no cropland in the area that is available to rent.  

He indicated that his operation is already short of land for crop production and manure 

management, and the proposed project will only make the situation worse.   

 

There is a drainageway on the affected property.   

 

Farmland Owners:  Paul J. and Dana Osmanski 

Operator:   Rick Rhode 

Proposed Acquisitions: Fee-simple acquisition of 12.8 acres and the acquisition of 1.6  

    acres of avigation easement 

 

Of the land that will be acquired in fee-simple, 8.0 acres will be leased back for crop production 

and 4.8 acres will be permanently removed from agricultural use.   

 

The Osmanskis did not comment on the proposed changes.   

 

Farmland Owner:  Marie Rettler (Jeff Becker, contact) 

Proposed Acquisition: Fee-simple acquisition of 7.8 acres and the acquisition of 1.9 acres  

    of avigation easement 

 

The city of Hartford has indicated that all 7.8 acres of land to be acquired in fee-simple will be 

leased back for crop production. 

 

Mr. Becker was not aware of the changes to the proposed project until he was contacted by 

DATCP.  He indicated that he does not know enough about the proposed changes to make useful 

comments about the project’s impacts on the Rettler property.   

 

Impacts on Farmland 

 

The city of Hartford has indicated that all of the fee-simple acquisition of James Borlen’s 

property will be leased back for cropland.   

 

In addition to the potential impacts described in the original AIS, the fields that are left after the 

proposed acquisitions have been made will likely have irregular borders.  Irregularly shaped 

fields can make equipment usage awkward and production more costly.  This increased cost is 

due in part to the additional time, fuel, and equipment wear associated with maneuvering 

equipment in corners of fields that are not square or along sides of fields that are not straight.  

Nonproductive time and labor costs associated with the frequent working of these fields may 

reduce the possibility of generating profits on these parcels.  In addition, when fields are made 
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smaller, an increased proportion of wasteland is created along the edges and in narrow corners of 

the fields reducing their productive capacity.  Figure 1 shows the increased amount of wasteland 

in fields that have narrow 

corners.  Compensation for the 

reduction in the value of 

parcels that are small and/or 

irregularly shaped will be 

addressed in the appraisal of 

each affected parcel.   

 

V.  RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

The DATCP continues to 

support all of the 

recommendations that were 

made in the original AIS.  They 

are as follows:  

 

1. DATCP supports the 

BOA’s proposal to lease 

back any newly acquired 

cropland that is not needed for construction.   

 

2. If any of the land under Runway 11/29 is leased for farming, farmers should take into 

consideration its potential limitations for crop production even if it has been restored.   

 

3. During the design phase of the project, the county conservationists should be consulted to 

ensure that construction proceeds in a manner that minimizes drainage problems, crop 

damage, soil compaction, and soil erosion on adjacent farmland.  

 

4. Farmland owners and operators should be given advanced notice of acquisition and 

construction schedules so that farm activities can be adjusted accordingly.  To the extent 

feasible, the timing of the acquisition and construction should be coordinated with them to 

minimize crop damage and disruption of farm operations. 

 

 

 

 

 

Additional copies of this addendum or the original AIS are available at no charge by calling 

(608)224-4646.   


