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Working Lands Workshops

Wisconsin residents interested in learning more about what can be
done to protect agricultural land will soon have the opportunity to
attend locally sponsored workshops on this topic.

Through a partnership with the American Farmland Trust (AFT), the
Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection
(DATCP) solicited applications from local governments and
organizations interested in sponsoring a local workshop to explore
topics related to protection of working lands. Successful applicants are
eligible to receive technical assistance from American Farmland Trust in
presenting information on land use protection strategies designed to
preserve farmland, many of which have been used successfully in other
locations throughout the United States.

Rod Nilsestuen, Secretary of the Department of Agriculture, Trade and
Consumer Protection, says, “We are excited by the number of
applications we received. There are many local governments and other
organizations throughout the state that have been working on this issue
for a long time. These workshops will help them identify tools that will
allow them to take the next step. The number of workshops we will be
able to support through our partnership with the American Farmland
Trust will hopefully give anyone who is interested a chance to learn
more.”

Workshops will be held in locations around the state and are listed on
page 2. Agendas for each workshop will vary depending upon the
needs identified by the local sponsor. For more information contact
Coreen Fallat (DATCP) at 608-224-4625, Paul Benjamin (DATCP) 608-
224-4648 or Vicki Elkin (AFT) at 608-251-9131.

For more information on Wisconsin’s Working Lands Initiative:

Website: http://www.datcp.state.wi.us/workinglands

E-mail: DATCPWorkinglLands@Wisconsin.gov



http://www.datcp.state.wi.us/workinglands/index.jsp�
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Working Lands Workshop Schedule

Workshops will feature presentations by Bob Wagner, Senior Director for Farmland Protection Programs
for American Farmiand Trust. In this position, Wagner helps communities nationwide build support for
and create policies to protect agricultural land. He has assisted in the creation of land protection
programs in Pennsylvania, Vermont, New York and Ohio. Wagner has made presentations across the
country at local, state, regional and national forums, meetings and conferences on the importance of
farmland and the variety of tools and techniques used by communities to protect farmland resources.

December 8 December 17 Week of February 23
Kalahari Resort & Conven- New Holiday Inn Hotel & Madison
tion Center Convention Center Ashippun
Wisconsin Dells Stevens Point Juneau
Sturtevant
December 9 December 18 Saukville
(2:9 fPines—?eetp Inn & Jansen'’s Banquet Hall
ESS Ce:lr:ir:ece emer Fort Atkinson Week of March 9
New Richmond
December 10 :E?Q‘Iul\?;a; Wausau

Holland Town Hall Wisconsin Rapids

Holmen Week of March 16
Other Dates: TBD Ashland
December 16 Week of February 2
Liberty Hall Janesville
Kimberly Denmark
Seymour

Sponsors and co-sponsors for the workshops include: Wisconsin Towns Association; the Council of Rural Initiatives; Wisconsin
Counties Association; Wisconsin Farmers Union; West Central Regional Planning Commission; East Central Regional Planning Com-
mission; Wisconsin Realtors Association; Wisconsin Builders Association; Rock River Conservancy; Driftless Area Conservancy;
Glacial Lakes Land Conservancy; West Wisconsin Land Trust; Lakeshore Natural Resource Partnership; Greenstone Farm Credit
Services; Professional Dairy Producers of Wisconsin; Agriculture and Energy Resource Center; Alliance for Sustainability; Wisconsin
Institute for Public Policy and Service; Drumlin Area Land Trust; Janesville Gazette; Kandu Industries; Greener Oconomowoc; Tall
Pines Conservancy; Town and Country RC&D; Rock River Coalition; Land Conservation Partnership of Ozaukee County; Ozaukee/
Washington Land Trust; USDA-FSA; USDA-NRCS; Oneida Tribe of Indians of Wisconsin; City of Seymour; Capital Area Regional
Planning Commission; Natural Heritage Land Trust; Dane County Towns Association; Dane County Farmers Union; Towns of La
Prairie, Oconomowoc, Merton, Concord, Ashippun, Osborn, Oneida, and Seymour; county extension in Ashland, Bayfield, Manito-
woc, St. Croix, Polk, Pierce, Racine, Kenosha, Rock and Walworth counties; counties of La Crosse, Rock, Vernon, Racine, Kenosha,
Dodge, Marathon, Lincoln, Dane, St. Croix, Manitowoc, and Ozaukee.

For more information:
Coreen Fallat (DATCP) at 608-224-4625; coreen.fallat@wisconsin.gov
Paul Benjamin (DATCP) at 608-224-4648; paul.benjamin@wisconsin.gov
Vicki Elkin (AFT) at 608-251-9131; Vicki@gatheringwaters.org
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Observations from the Third Ultimate Land Use Study Tour

Fifty Wisconsin residents who participated in October’s “Ultimate Land Use Study Tour” received a
first-hand look at the land use strategies used in Maryland, New Jersey and Pennsylvania to protect
valuable agricultural land. The tour, coordinated by UW-Extension, was the third of such tours

offered to Wisconsin residents.

The goal of the tour was to provide an opportunity to
learn about the innovative land use tools that have
helped communities out east make progress in
achieving their land use goals. To learn more about
the lessons learned by tour participants, visit the
links below to read a four-part series on the tour
printed in the Agri-View newspaper during
November.

¢ ‘“Ultimate Study Tour: Land Use Lessons Learned
From Maryland.” By Michael Koles, Community
Development Educator, UWEX Waupaca County

¢ “Master Planning, Density Based Zoning Key to
Successful PDR Programs.” By Michael Koles,

Community Development Educator, UWEX

Waupaca County

Ralph Robertson, Heifer and Cash Crop
Farmer and also Director of Carrol County
Montgomery Program point to their Master Plan
Land Use Map.

¢ "What I Learned in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania.” By. Dick Cates, beef producer, member of

the DATCP citizen board and director of the WI School for Beginning Dairy and Livestock Farmers

¢ "We Need to Protect Our Working Lands, and We Need to Start Now.” By: Dick Cates, beef

producer, member of the DATCP citizen board and director of the WI School for Beginning Dairy

and Livestock Farmers

Easement on Dwight Hess’s beef farm on
the “edge” where urban ends and country
begins.

Bill Hussman, retired developer, who used
Montgomery Co. Maryland’s TDR Program
to increase density and profit in his
developments.

[ http:/ /www.datcp.state.wi.us/workinglands/index.jsp ]



http://www.datcp.state.wi.us/workinglands/pdf/AgriViewNov62008.pdf�
http://www.datcp.state.wi.us/workinglands/pdf/AgriViewNov62008.pdf�
http://www.datcp.state.wi.us/workinglands/pdf/AgriViewNov62008.pdf�
http://www.datcp.state.wi.us/workinglands/pdf/AgriViewNov62008.pdf�
http://www.datcp.state.wi.us/workinglands/pdf/AgriViewNov13.pdf�
http://www.datcp.state.wi.us/workinglands/pdf/AgriViewNov13.pdf�
http://www.datcp.state.wi.us/workinglands/pdf/AgriViewNov13.pdf�
http://www.datcp.state.wi.us/workinglands/pdf/AgriViewNov13.pdf�
http://www.datcp.state.wi.us/workinglands/pdf/article3.pdf�
http://www.datcp.state.wi.us/workinglands/pdf/article4.pdf�
http://www.datcp.state.wi.us/workinglands/index.jsp�

Protecting Wisconsin’s Working Lands
By Richard J. Stadelman, Executive Director Wisconsin Towns Association

Why should we protect Wisconsin’s agriculture and forest lands? With more than $51 billion of
income from the agricultural industry and $18 billion from the forestry industry in our state, the
importance of sustaining the land resources cannot be overstated. We must be able to produce the
agricultural and timber products needed to continue to grow these industries.

While the development of bio-tech research is exciting and may grab the headlines in Madison, our
land resource base is what pumps life into the two largest economic engines across the state. With
continued conversion and diversion of agricultural land and forest land from productivity, these
industries face the threat of a declining supply of raw materials to grow and thrive into the future.
When they are converted, we also lose the multiple other economic and ecological benefits they
provide.

Through the leadership of State Secretary of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection (DATCP)
Rod Nilsestuen, recommendations of the State Working Lands Steering Committee organized in 2005
are gaining attention across the state. These recommendations offer a series of tools to create both
short- and long-term incentives to preserve these lands. While the initial recommendations have a
heavy focus on agricultural land, forest land has the same potential benefits from similar tools being
implemented.

For agricultural land the recommendations include:

Revitalizing the current farmland preservation program

Creating a program to award local planning grants to update farmland preservation plans
Creating a program for the Purchase of Agricultural Easements (to be hamed PACE)
Upholding state soil and water conservation standards

* & o o

It is hoped the governor will include these proposals in the 2009-2011 state budget early next year.
Understanding and fine tuning the details of this initiative should become a primary conversational
topic of local government leaders, agriculture and forest industry leaders, property owners, and
every resident of this state. Insuring that adequate land base is planned for residential and
commercial development will need to be a part of that discussion.

Sustaining the largest two industries in Wisconsin for the long-term future while meeting the
demands of a growing population deserves the attention of every citizen in our state. The economic
stability of agriculture and forestry are vital to our state’s well-being. Will you become involved in
protecting Wisconsin’s Working Lands?

Richard J. Stadelman is executive director of Wisconsin Towns Association, a voluntary association of
1254 towns and 17 villages in Wisconsin. He can be contacted at (715) 526-3157.

-

Do you have a imique experience’or story to share?

-

Lands@wisconsin.qov
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