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For more information on Wisconsin’s Working Lands Initiative:  
Website:  http://workinglands.wi.gov 

E-mail:  DATCPWorkingLands@Wisconsin.gov   

GovDelivery Subscription Service  

If you are reading this newsletter, you have most likely learned of its 
release through an email sent by a new subscription service called  
GovDelivery. This program replaced the previous email subscription 
service used to distribute the Working Lands Connection.  Through 
GovDelivery, anyone can subscribe to receive updates for topics of 
interest through automated emails or wireless notifications when DATCP 
posts new information.  Email and wireless alerts link subscribers back to 
the website for more details.  It is easy to sign up and use, and can 
provide immediate access to time sensitive information such as 
emergency announcements, news releases, job openings, meeting 
minutes, and more!   

Wisconsin residents, farmers, landowners, business owners, local 
governments and others can benefit from this service.  Citizens can 
quickly learn about food and product recalls and consumer protection 
updates.  Farmers can stay updated regarding disease outbreaks and  
pesticide and manure application restrictions, especially as spring 
progresses and waterways become vulnerable to runoff. Local 
governments and other organizations can receive instant notice 
regarding grant applications and funding opportunities. And last but not 
least, you could be one of the first to learn who is selected as 
Wisconsin’s next Alice in Dairyland!  

DATCP isn’t the only agency to use GovDelivery; many other federal, 
state, and local government agencies also use the program including 
Wisconsin DNR, Wisconsin National Guard, Wisconsin Employee Trust 
Funds, the Wisconsin Women’s Council, Beloit-WI, and Clark County-WI.  

Visitors to the DATCP website can click on the “Sign Up for Email 
Updates!”  icon  or the “Sign Up for Updates!” link to see what pages are 
available for subscription.  The only information required is an email 
address, and subscribers can change their subscription details or cancel 
the service at any time.   
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2010 Farmland Preservation Tax Credits  

Farmers are eligible for Wisconsin income tax credits in exchange for keeping land in agricultural use 
and complying with state soil and water conservation requirements.  The new tax credit ranges from 
$5.00 to $10.00 per acre.  In 2009, over 17,000 farmers claimed farmland preservation tax credits.  
These credits were claimed on about 3.3 million acres of land under farmland preservation zoning or 
farmland preservation agreements.  As tax deadlines approach, DATCP has received a large number 
of questions about the new farmland preservation tax credits.  Answers to commonly asked 
questions include:   

 Eligible farmers participating in the program through farmland preservation zoning  must use 
the new Schedule FC-A for their tax returns.  The schedule forms are available from the 
Department of Revenue website at http://www.dor.state.wi.us/html/taxind.html.   

 Eligible farmers collecting tax credits under farmland preservation zoning do not need to attach a 
zoning certificate to their 2010 income tax return. 

 Eligible farmers under certified farmland preservation zoning can claim a $7.50 per acre tax 
credit on all land that is zoned for farmland preservation, including the cropland, pastureland, 
farmstead, woodland, wetland, and grasslands.  

 Eligible farmers with farmland preservation agreements prior to July 1, 2009 (this includes 
agreements under 2009 Wisconsin Act 374) will continue to claim the previous tax credit utilizing 
the old credit formula by filing a Schedule FC (Note: Do NOT use Schedule FC-A) with their 
income tax return. 

 New farmland preservation agreements signed after July 1, 2009 must be located within an 
agricultural enterprise area.  No existing agreements will be eligible for the new tax credits in tax 
year 2010, unless the agreement was modified to meet eligibility requirements for the new tax 
credit.  Existing agreements would still be eligible for tax credit amounts under the previous law.  

For questions about farmland preservation tax credits, contact Sandy Weisensel at:  
Sandy.Weisensel@Wisconsin.gov.   

*NEW*  Farmland Preservation Planning Documents 

New materials are available on the DATCP website to assist counties with farmland preservation plan 
updates.  The “Guide for Developing County Farmland Preservation Plans” was developed as a refer-
ence for county staff, board members, plan committees, and regional planning groups to use during 
plan development.  The guidance document addresses frequently asked questions and provides 
guidance for specific plan components including: statutory requirements, designation of the farm-
land preservation area, consistency requirements related to comprehensive planning and zoning, 
mapping and spatial data guidelines, the certification process, and more.   

The application for farmland preservation plan certification was updated to include language that 
addresses consistency requirements between the farmland preservation plan and the county com-
prehensive plan.  If the County has a comprehensive plan, the County must include the farmland 
preservation in its comprehensive plan under s. 91.10 (2), Wis. Stats.  The new application provides 
guidance for handling inconsistencies between the two plans.  The department asks that counties 
submitting requests for certification use the updated form, which is now available on the DATCP 
website.   
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Working Lands and the County Land and Water Resource Management (LWRM) Plan  

As the old saying goes, “Failure to plan is planning to fail”.  This statement rings true for many 
aspects of life, and land use and natural resources are no exception.  Some Wisconsin residents may 
be unaware of the different levels of planning that occur at the county level.  The Working Lands 
programs interact with multiple county plans, including the Farmland Preservation plan, the Land 
and Water Resource Management (LWRM) plan, and the Comprehensive plan (or “Smart Growth” 
plan, as it is commonly called).  This article focuses on the connection between Working Lands 
programs and the Land and Water Resource Management plan.  

Through 1997 Act 27 and 1999 Act 9, the Wisconsin legislature established the land and water 
resource management program.  Under the program, counties are required to develop land and 
water resource management plans outlining past, current, and future efforts to conserve soil and 
water resources in the county.  In return, DATCP provides funding for land conservation staffing and 
grant funding for landowners to implement soil and water conservation practices.  The Wisconsin 
Land and Water Conservation Board (LWCB) is responsible for recommending LWRM plans for 
DATCP approval.  LWRM plans must include certain key components, including citizen input, a work 
plan, monitoring and evaluation methods, a priority farm strategy, and a strategy for implementing 
the agricultural performance standards for soil and water conservation.   

Strategies for implementation of the soil and water conservation requirements provide a connection 
between the LWRM plan and the farmland preservation program.  For landowners to participate in 
the working lands program and claim income tax credits, they must be in compliance with state soil 
and water conservation standards.  Typically, it is the county land conservation department that 
provides this certification to a landowner if they meet these standards.  

Counties in Wisconsin have different levels of participation in farmland preservation programs.  
Through the LWRM plan, counties can develop a work plan and strategy for balancing staff workload 
with landowner needs to ensure eligible farmers meet conservation requirements.  For example, a 
county that has a large number of farmland preservation participants may prioritize their workload or 
agricultural performance standard implementation based on the farmland preservation program.  
Some counties that do not have heavy certification workloads may include farmland preservation as 
part of outreach and education efforts.  Regardless of participation in the Working Lands programs, 
agricultural land use and the LWRM plan play an important role in the land and water resources of 
Wisconsin.   



 

Tuesday, April 19th 

Farmland Preservation Zoning  

Town of Bloomfield  

Walworth County 

 

 

Monday, April 25th 

Farmland Preservation Zoning 

Town of Waupun  

Fond du Lac County 
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Requests for Information or Speakers  

DATCP has made a concerted effort to distribute information and provide assistance regarding the 
Working Lands Initiative and will continue to do so.  If you would like to request assistance from 
DATCP staff or a speaker to present information in your area, please contact Lisa Schultz at 
LisaJ.Schultz@Wisconsin.gov.  Please be prepared to provide the following information with your 
request: 

 Description of intended audience 

 Expected number of attendees 

 Date, time and location of meeting 

 Time allotted for presentation, questions and answers 

 Specific topics or information to be discussed 

Working Lands Calendar 



Working Lands Materials Available Online 

Now available on the Working Lands website (http://workinglands.wi.gov): 

 Updated Application for Farmland Preservation Plan Certification  

 Guidance for Developing County Farmland Preservation Plans 

 Farmland Preservation Agreement Application and Instructions  

 Model Farmland Preservation Zoning Ordinance  

Please check back often as new materials are posted as they are developed. 

Working Lands Staff Announcements 

John Petty is the newly appointed Administrator of the Division of Agricultural Resource 
Management, which houses the Bureau of Land and Water Resources and the Working Lands 
programs.  John comes to the department after 13 years as executive director of the Wisconsin Agri-
Service Association and has worked closely with the Division in the past on issues involving feed, 
seed, grain, and farm supply businesses.  His career also included positions in the agricultural 
industry and commodities investment field, in which he was a full member of both the Chicago 
Board of Trade and Chicago Mercantile Exchange.  He holds bachelor degrees in agricultural 
economics and social psychology from the University of Georgia and Florida Atlantic University, 
respectively, and a master of business administration degree from De Paul University, Chicago.  We 
welcome John to the Department and look forward to the leadership and experience he brings to the 
Working Lands programs and other programs within the Division.  
 
Stephanie Schneider has recently rejoined the Bureau of Land and Water Resources as an 
Environmental Analysis and Review Specialist and will work to implement the state’s nutrient 
management program.  Stephanie received a bachelor’s degree in Natural Resources from Northland 
College in Ashland, WI and a masters degree in Environmental Science and Policy from UW-Green 
Bay.  She is also a Certified Crop Advisor.  As an animal waste specialist, Stephanie previously 
worked with DNR, DATCP, various counties and NRCS on nutrient management and water quality 
projects.  Currently, she is working on becoming her family’s 4th generation licensed cheesemaker 
so she can sell the dairy products produced from her farm. ...stay tuned.   The department is glad to 
have Stephanie back! 

Matt Woodrow is a new DATCP Agricultural Engineer in the Appleton area office.  His background 
includes a degree in Environmental Engineering from UW-Platteville and nearly 10 years of 
consulting experience in storm water management, civil site design, and environmental compliance.  
He joins DATCP with enthusiasm to pursue his passion for conservation engineering.  As a lifelong 
resident of the Fox Valley, Matt’s personal interests include hunting, fishing, and spending time in 
the outdoors and with his wife and two daughters.  Welcome to the team, Matt!  

Colleen Hoesly started as a DATCP intern in June 2010 and has provided valuable assistance to 
many of the Working Lands programs.  Colleen will complete her master’s degree in Urban and 
Regional Planning at UW-Madison in May of 2011, and will start her search for job opportunities in 
planning, land use, or farmland preservation shortly thereafter.  We thank Colleen for her assistance 
and wish her the best of luck with her new degree and career!   
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