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This book is dedicated to the women in my life. All of whom have
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whatever T am today. From my grandmother’s early training in the
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This book was partially funded by an Agriculture
Development and Diversification Grant awarded to
John S. Hurd, owner of Avatar’s World from the
Wisconsin Department of Agriculture.

“Uore than anything, I must have flowers,

always, always.”
-Claude Monet
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PREFACE

Agricultural producers looking for ways to enhance their incomes
may consider field production of specialty fresh or dried cut flow-
ers. This is an old segment of the floriculture industry currently in
revival across the country, with new technology, varieties and
market conditions. Growers can profitably serve the national,
regional and local markets that already exist for high-quality cut
flowers. As an emerging industry, it offers unique opportunities
for those who enter in its early stages of development.

This book discusses marketing approaches, basic production fac-
tors and management issues for those beginning cut-flower pro-
duction. Lists of sources for supplies and references for further
reading are included as an aid in getting started. The term ‘cut
flower’ in this book refers to all fresh and dried flowers, seed
heads and stalks, fruits and vegetables, branches, vines and all
plant parts used for floral and decorative purposes.

Portions of the information contained in this book have been pre-
viously presented by the author in a series of Kansas State
University Cooperative Extension Service publications. The mate-
rial is presented here in an effort to make it available to those out-
side the State of Kansas. These sections have been updated and
expanded to provide a much greater depth of information than
was originally presented.
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This book discusses marketing approaches, basic production factors and management, issue
= for'the profitable production of specialty cut flowers: It is written from a systems design, labor
“management perspective. The book is unique in that not only does it talk about how 6 produce
~and market field grown cut flowers but also how to work smarter and riot harder. The attho
has brought his internationally recognized expertise on effective Iabor utilization to the organi
" . zation and information contained in this book: Learn how to perform the planting, care-as
~“needed and harvest activities from a labor management perspective. Chapters range frorm mar.
. Keting and what-to-grow; to chapters on planting, watering, fertilizing, weeding and pest con-
trol; followed by extensive information and examples on harvest, storage and handling. The.
- procedures of dying; glycerin preserving, and color processing are discussed in detail including
the latest in research conducted in the authors lab at Kansas State University. Sources of sup-
plies and information are provided in the section of lists, lists, and more lists. From the begin:
ner trying to avoid becoming a slave to his/her business, to the experienced grower, all can ben-
efit from the information presented in this book. . . : e : i
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